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CHAPTER-I 


Introduction 


The word Deccan is derived from the Sanskrit term Dakshin meaning 
Southern and thus Deccan literally means the southern and peninsular part of the 
Indian subcontinent. However, the term has been variously defined in its broadest 
sense, Deccan the whole of India south of Narmada River or the Vindhya Mountain. 
By this definition the Vindhya Range forms the Northern most boundary of the 
Deccan. 

It should be noticed however, that our sources of Medieval India use the term 
Deccan in a narrow sense. The Deccan for them was only the Bahmani Deccan or that 
of the succession states. 

A Persian author uses the term Deccan to indicate Bahmani Deccan only. 
Features the main Deccan plateau is divided into three regions: Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and the Telengana Andhra. 

The extant documents of the sultans of Deccan are extremely rare. Most of 
them seem to have either succumbed to the ravages of time or rare lying unnoticed in 
private collections. Karnataka is very rich in its history and cultural heritage. The 
sultans of Deccan issued a genuine Farmans. These Farmans are valuable from 
various points of view. Some Adil Shahi and Qutub Shahi Farman are no doubt 
available but the Bahmanis and Barid Shahi documents are extremely rare. The 
collection and publication of these documents will therefore go a long way in filling a 
gap in the history of Deccan. Authentic and reliable specimens of farmans and other 
documents, royal seals, Arabic versions appearing on the top of the farmans, 


endorsements made by authorities of nomenclature of different posts, details about the 


titles, special features of the script used and above all, references to events of 
historical and political significance will be witnessed in this collection. These 
documents conclusively prove that a genuine spirit of tolerance permeated the 
administration of the Deccan sovereigns. The higher posts were equally shared by 
non-Muslims, who were honoured with high titles and grants; their languages were 
freely employed in royal mandates and official matings. 

It is to be noticed that cesses (abwabs) current in the Deccan sultanates are 


rarely to be met with anywhere in the Mughal documents. 


Epigraphy: 

Karnataka is very rich in its epigraphical sources. Apart from Arabic, Persian, 
Urdu and Kannada inscriptions are also available which are very useful for the 
medieval and post medieval history culture of Karnataka. There are a large number of 
documents i.e. archival materials, books and manuscripts in personal or institutional 
collections. All these sources enrich Karnataka’s cultural heritage and history. 

As regards the Perso-Arabic and Urdu inscriptions, they are found both on 
religious and secular buildings like forts, structures public utility, tombs, mosques, 
idgahs etc. Loose lithic records are also found in personal custody or on display in 
various museums and research centres. These inscriptions are the direct and primary 
sources of information relating to the culture of Deccan sultanates. 

Numismatic: 

It must be regarded as a notable achievement for the time that the sultans of 
Deccan were able to establish a currency of a very high metallic standard and 
uniformity throughout their vast empire. They coined gold, silver and copper; the gold 


issues were almost wholly pure, while in the silver the proportion of the alloy never 


rose above 4 percent. The currency system moreover, was one of ‘free’ coinage; that 
is, it was open to anyone to take bullion to the mint and, on payment of charges, get it 
converted into specie. The coins, therefore, circulated at values practically 
corresponding to their weights in the respective metals, and the ratios at which one 
unit exchanged for another of a different metal was a matter to be determined by the 
market, and not by the administration. Hence a humble attempt is made to make a 


broad study about Farmans and Sanads under Deccan Sultanates. 


Aims and Objectives: 

The present research work aims to project the Farmans and Sanads under 
Deccan sultanates in the history of Karnataka. The Sultans of Deccan issued the 
Farmans and Sanads and also established many types of coins. It is for this reason an 
attempt is made to bring forth critical study about the Farmans and Sanads under 
Deccan Sultanates. As a research is the activity to be undertaken to bring out 
something new, to extend the horizon of knowledge and to contribute some original 
ideas. The efforts of any research scholar without aims and objectives will become 
null and void and of no value. The Deccan sultans played a vital role in enriching 
their name and fame in the history of Deccan. The aims and objectives of the study 
are infact the academic pursuit of a researcher to know categorically about something 


on the basis of new findings. 


Research Method: 
In the development of thesis all care will be taken to adopt historical method. 
The present study is based on primary and secondary sources, contemporary and near 


contemporary records as far the epigraphical, archival and archaeological sources are 


concerned, their authenticity is unquestioned. The literary sources help us in utilizing 
the sources as far as their credibility is concerned. The present research work is totally 
based on historically method. 

Though the subject of Farmans and Sanads under Deccan Sultanates is 
concerned it attracts the attention of scholars from different places in Karnataka in 
particular and India in general. Very little study has been conducted on the medieval 
history of Deccan. In the available studies more attention had been given to the 
political history of the Deccan, but attention on Documentation viz, Farmans and 
Sanads has been neglected. Hence, there is a need to highlight about Farmans and 
Sanads under Deccan Sultanates. 

Renowned scholar’s llike Dr. Yusuf Hussain Khan, Dr. Balkrishna, Dr. M.A. 
Nayeem, Dr. Haroon Khan Sherwani and others have brought to light much new 
material on the history of medieval Deccan, through their numerous articles on new 
inscriptions and documents published by them. The account of foreign travelers 
constitutes valuable sources which are rich in volume, variety and interest and gives 


details about life, customs, tradition, grants, royal orders and Sanads under their rule. 


Justification of the Study: 

The history of Medieval Deccan has been attracting more and more number of 
research scholars consequently every conceivable facets of Deccan history has been 
subjected to scrutiny and a good number of thesis and dissertations are being 
produced. A brief account of historiography of Deccan Sultanates reveals beyond 
doubt that Farmans and Sanads under Deccan sultanates are a need for understanding 


research on the topic with justification. 


Nature and Scope of the Study: 

As far as the nature of the present research work is concerned no independent 
research work on Farmans and Sanads under Deccan Sultanates has been done. There 
is aneed for analyzing the different facets of Farmans and Sanads under study. 

The turbulent events of these centuries are explained to some extent by the 
unique location of the Deccan plateau as a meeting place of forces from both North 
and South India, the promise of boundless land and wealth inspiring repeated 
invasion. In the first decade of the fourteenth century, the Deccan was subjugated by 
the Khiljis and Tughlugs, the first Muslim rulers of Delhi; some two and a half 
centuries later the Mughals arrived, though it took them more than one hundred years 
to consolidate their conquests. Resistance to their assault from Delhi occurred in three 
waves; the military thrust of the mighty Vijayanagara kingdom south of the 
Tungabhadra-Krishna rivers in the fifteenth and first half of the sixteenth centuries; 
the opposition of the Shia sultans throughout most of the seventeenth century. 

Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah gave his family name to a new line of rulers, 
henceforth known as the Bahmanis after the legendary hero Bahman of the Persian 
epic, the Shah Nama. 

After the long reign of Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani coincides with the 
disintegration of the Bahmani kingdom, a process which was hastened by courtly 
intrigues. The most important military commanders established themselves with great 
authority in their provincial headquarters thus, Nizam-ul-Mulk at Ahmednagar, Imad- 
ul-Mulk at Achalpur (Berar), Yusuf Adil Khan at Byapur, Sultan Quli Qutub-ul-Mulk 


at Golconda and Qasim Barid at Bidar. 


Review of Literature: 


The topic has been taken up in view of the fact that the area is rich in several 
Persian source materials as well as varieties of secular and religious monuments, most 
of which remain as yet untapped for a detailed study. 

The source materials comprising of Persian Literary works, epigraphs and the 
records like farmans and varieties of religious and secular monuments, of different 
periods such as mosques, tombs, dargas, idgahs, chillas, khankhas, forts, bastions, 
graves, grave yards and other structures of historical importance have been utilised for 
the present study. 

Previous Studies: 

Some information regarding the place is available in some of the works of the 
earlier scholars in a general way, but the subject — matter is not specific. History of 
the Deccan Vol. I. is the earliest work which mainly refers to the political history of 
the Bahmanis and Adil Shahis etc. The work Tarikh-E-Deccan Nos. I-IV in urdu 
(1897) by syed Ali Sab Bilgrami deals mainly with the political and cultural history of 
the Deccan. Glimpses of the Nizam Dominions (1899) translated into urdu by 
Samsuddin mentions only the political history of the Bahmanis, Atharu’s Salaf in 
Urdu (1903) by Nawab Framurz Jung Bahauddin Awal Talauqdar deals with the 
cultural history of the Bahmanis. Waqiate Mamligate Bijapur Vol. I-III in urdu (1915) 
by Basheeruddin Ahmed Taluqudar, gives the political and cultural history of the 
Bahmanis and the Adil Shahis of the Deccan, it also contains a brief account of 20 
monument of Gulbarga. The work : social and Economic conditions during the middle 
ages of Indian History Vol. II (1928) by Yusuf Ali Adbullah gives the cultural history 
mainly of the Bahmani dynasty. The article; “Islamic Culture” (1927) by Gulam 
Yazdani deals with the Islamic culture of Gulbarga. The work. Tarikh —E- Ferishta 


(1933) in urdu by Aazam-e-Mashak covers the political and cultural history of the 


sultanate and the Bahmani rule of the Deccan. The work Silsila Maktutath in Persian 
(1936) by Burhan-e-Mathir gives the political and cultural history of the Muslim 
rulers of the Deccan. The work, The deccan’s contribution to Indian Culture Vol. X 
(1936) by chugatai M. Abdullah gives the cultural information of a wider region. The 
work Islamic Culture (1943) by Haroon Khan Sherwani., depicts the cultural aspect of 
one ruler of the Bahmani dynasty. The Bahmanis of Deccan (1953) by Haroon Khan 
Sherwani is more about the political history of the Bahmanis. The work. The Early 
History of the Deccan (1957) by R.G. Bhandarkar, gives the political history of a 
region. The work. Career of Hasan Bahman Shah before he became the sultan of the 
Deccan (1959) by Hussain S.A.Q., gives the political history of Hasan Gangu 
Bahmani before the establishment of the dynasty. The work, Early History of the 
Deccan (1960) edited by Gulam yazdani provides the political history of the Hindu 
dynasties of the earlier period. The work, Medieval History of the Deccan Vol. I 
(Bahmanis) (1964) by Sinha, gives mainly the political history of a wider region. 
Historians of Medieval India (1968) by Mohibul Hussain deals mostly with the 
foreigners like Barni, Ibnbahtuta, Ferishta, Isami, Rihi, etc. who visited India during 
the medieval period. The work, Deccan History Musalman and Maratha Period (1989) 
by W.W. Lach Esquire, gives mainly the political history of a wider region. The work, 
A History of Karnataka by Dr. P.B. Desai (1970) gives a brief account of the political 
history of Bahmani. Adil Shahi rulers etc. The work, Some Cultural Aspects of 
Muslim Rule in India (1972) by S.M. Jaffar, gives the cultural information of a 
broader zone. History of Bijapur (1974) by D.C. Verma gives the political history of 
Adil Shahi of Bijapur. History of South India Vol. II : Medieval period (1979) by P.N. 
Chopra, S.K. Ravindran and Subramanian gives the political and cultural picture of a 


wider region and some architectural features of the Bahmanis. Deccan ke Bahmani 


Salateen (1982) in Urdu by Haroon Khan Sherwani gives the political and a meagre 
cultural history of the Bahmanis. A Survey of Karnataka History (1984) by H.V. 
Sreenivas Murthy gives a little account of the political history of the Muslim rulers. 
History and Culture of Karnataka (1984) by K.R. Basavaraj merely mentions the 
political and cultural history of the muslim rulers. Tazkerah khaja Gesudaraz in Urdu 
by Iqbaluddin Ahmed and Bande Nawaz in Urdu (1986) by Zahoorul Hasan does no 
more than mention Saint Bande Nawaz. Mahboobul Watan Tazkiratul Salateen in 
Urdu by Abdul Jabbar Malkapuri, Muntakhabahat Tawarikh by Ziyauddin BArni give 
the political and cultural history of the Bahmanis of the Deccan only. History of 
Bijapur of 16 Century A. D. by Rafiuddin sherazi gives the political history of 
Bijapur, Burn-mathir in persian by Syed Ali Tabtaba gives the political and cultural 
history of the Bahmanis. Rise and the Fall of Mahammed Bin Tughluq by Mahmood 
Hasan gives mainly about the political history of a wider zone. The research article, 
“Sufis of the Bahmanis” by Mohammed Suleman Siddique, mentions about the Sufis 
of the Deccan during the Bahmani period. The article. “Islamic Culture” (vol. XLVI) 
by Nazir Ahmed gives the cultural aspects of a wider area. The work. Seer-E- 
Mohammadi in Persian 830 Hijri by Moulana Shah Nazir Ahmed mentions cultural 
history of a wider zone. Glimpses of the Deccan History by M. Rama Rao mentions 
the political and cultural history of a wider zone. 

All these Studies by various authors provide valuable information in respect of 
both political and cultural history of the Deccan, and the celebrated capital city of 
Gulbarga and its cultural remains of the period of Adil Shahi of Biyyapur and the Great 
Mughals find little place in the narrations. 

The two volumes, History of the Medieval Deccan 1295 to 1724 A.D. by Z.A. 


Desai, Haroon Khan Sherwani and P.M. Joshi (1973) Provide political and cultural 


information about Muslim rulers of the Deccan. The work also gives brief information 
about some monuments of Gulbarga. 

Seer-e-Gulbarga in urdu by Sultan Muhammad Mir Munshi (1913) refers to a 
dozen monuments of Gulbarga. The architectural details of these monuments are 
mentioned in a very general way. Most of these monuments were again studied by the 
following scholars. 

The research article “Archaelogical Survey of India, Vol. XXXVII, Bijapur 
and its Architectural Remains” (1916) by Henry Causens the architectural details o 
Bijapur only. 

The article, “Sab Ras” in Urdu (1938) by Mohammed Mohiuddin Junaidi 
cantains little information about the tomb of noorbugh of the pre- Bahmani period in 
Gulbarga. 

About Seven Annual Reports of the Hyderabad His excellency Nizam 
Dominion( 1925-26), (1929-30), (1930-32), (1931-33), (1939-40), (1937-40) edited 
by Gulam Yazdani, refers mainly to some tombs of Alauddin Hasan Gangu Bahmani 
and Muhammad Shah I, Haft Gumbad, Purani Idgah, Khankha of Bande Nawaz and 
Gulbarga fort. However, the architectural details of other monuments are not covered. 

The article, “Sab Ras’ (1945) in urdu by Mir Jahangir Ali Khan, gives brief 
information about the fort and the fort mosque of Gulbarga. Bidar and its monuments 
(1947) by Gulam Yazdani mentions mainly the monuments of Bidar. Indo-Islamic 
Architecture edited by Z.A. Desai (1982) does not cover any monuments of Gulbarga. 

Indian Architecture (1956) by Percy Brown covers the monuments of a wider 
zone but a few monuments like Shah Bazar mosque. Jame Masjid, Bande Nawaz 


Darga, Tomb of Hasan Gangu of Gulbarga are described in a general way. 


Architecture Review by Westminister (1960) and South India and its 
Architecture (1969) by Manorama Jauhari gives the architectural features of a wider 
zone. Only a few monuments referred to above are briefly described. 

Islamic Architecture and Culture in India (1982) by R. Nath mentions 
more about the architecture of wider a zone. 

Islam — fun — Tamir (1952) Urdu by Mubarizuddin Rafat mentions the 
different types of Islamic monuments of India with particular reference to Deccan. 
The work, Great Mosque of Gulbarga (1947) by Gulam Yazdani mentions certain 
Important architectural features of the mosques. 

In the survey of all these works the authors have provided valuable 
information in respect of the Islamic archirtecture of a wider-region. Besider, the 
architectural importance of a very few monuments of Gulbarga are briefly mentioned. 
However, Gulbarga and its cultural remains especially monuments find little place in 
the narration. A survey of the work done on Deccan makes it clear that no systematic 
attempt has been hitherto made to bring together political and cultural history as well 
as architectural data within an appropriate framework. 

Primary Sources: 
TARIKH-I FIROZ SHAHI: 

The author of this work, Ziyau’d- Din Barani, may be said to be our chief 
chronicler of the period ending in the 6". regnal year of Firoz Tughluq (1357), is one 
of our main authorities for the storm and stress leading to the dependence of the 
Deccan. As his surname shows he was born at Baran, the modern Bulanshahr, and 
lived from 1265 to 1357, the year of the completion of his great work which he had 
commenced in 1333 A.D. He was a disciple of Hazrat Nizamu’d-din Auliya and 


admirer of Muhammad Bin Tughluq whom he accompanied to the Deccan on one 


10 


occasion. He is therefore an eyewitness of the some of the events he describes, though 
the picture he draws is rather one-sided especially with regard to the personality of 
Muhammad BinTughlug or of Firoz Tughluq. 

FUTUHU’S- SALATIN: 

This history of contemporary events in the Deccan in the poetic form was 
compiled by Maulana ‘Isami who migrated from Delhi to the Deccan at the time of 
establishment of Daulatabad as the second capital of the Empire in 1327 when he was 
16. He says that to started composing his chronicle of 12000 verses on December 10, 
1349 and completed it in a remarkably short space of five months on May 14, 1350 
A.D. It covers the period of the struggle of the Deccan for independence. Having 
lived under the aegis of the first Bahmani, he is full of praise for that monarch and at 
times describes him in very exaggerated term. 

RIYAZU’L-INSHA 

The Riyaz’l-Insha is the collection of the letters of the Bahmani wazir 
Khwaja Mahmud Gawan written either on his own behalf or on behalf of his master 
the Bahmani Sultan. The collection has now been printed under the able editorship of 
S.C. Husain. 

It is strange that no one before the present writer had utilized collection as a 
source of book of the history of the Deccan in spite of the mass of information 
contained in it. Of the two small brochures so far published on the Khwaja’s life only 
the late Mr. ‘Aziz Mirza has given any account of the Riyaz, but eve he has dealt with 
it only as a work illustrating the ornate style of Persian prose in fashion in the middle 
of the fifteenth century. 

There are altogether 148 letters in the collection out of which 84 have a direct 


bearing on the historical atmosphere in which they were written, while the letters to 


11 


foreign potentates and ministers of foreign states are also of great historical 
significance. The material contained in the collection throws light on Mahmud 
Gawan’s private life, Bahmani diplomatic relations, military campaigns, factional 
politics and party animosities of the period. They are couched in highly ornate style, 
full of similes and metaphors, and interspersed with Qur’an, the Hadith and numerous 
Arabic and Persian writers. It is no wonder that the work has been regarded as the 
‘Gardens of Diction’ as its name signifies, rather than a historical source book. 

Of the 148 letters 14 are addressed to the ministers of the Deccan from the 
battlefields, 13 to ministers of foreign countries, 11 to rulers of Indian Sultanates , and 
32 to rulers of non-Indian kingdoms. Apart from these, there are letters to the 
Khwaja’s own relatives and men of learning in some of which the writer has included 
long descriptions of events in the Deccan. 

Here the question naturally arises regarding the authenticity of the Riyazu’l- 
Insha and of its contents. The first thing to remember in this connection is that the 
authenticity of these letters has never been doubted either by European or Oriental 
writers. Then, apart from the internal evidence which is amply forthcoming, there is 
an irrefutable internal evidence of their authenticity. 

ZAU’U’L LAMI: 

The author of this work, Muhammad bin ‘Abdi’r-Rahman a’sSakhawai, was 
born in 1428 and lived up to 1497, and thus his life corresponds almost exactly with 
that of Mahmud Gawan. His work, a’Zau’u’! Lami ‘ li ahl-I Qarni’t Tasi’ or the 
Dictionary of Eminent Men of the Ninth Century A.H., a voluminous work in ten 
volumes, contains a fairly long notice of the life of Mahmud Gawan and quite useful 
information regarding the more important personalities of the Deccan contemporary 


with him. 
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ZAFARU’L-WALIH: 

This is one of the few books on the history of India in the Arabic 
language. The author. ‘abdu’l-lah el-Makki, surnamed Hajjiyu’d-dabir, arrived at 
Ahmadabad, the capital of the Sultanate of Gujarat, in 1555 at the age of 15, and 
became employed in the household of the nobleman, Ulugh Khan the Abyssinian, 
four years later. 

BURHAN-I MA’ATHIR: 

This book was compiled by Syed ‘Ali Tabataba at the bidding of Burhan 
Nizam Shah in 1000/1592, a few years before Ferishta wrote his chronicle. Up till 
very recently the book was only in a manuscript form and it was parts of his 
manuscript which were rendered into English by King as ‘The History of the Bahmani 
Dynasty’. It was published by the Persian Texts Society of Hyderabad. 
The compass of the Burhan is much narrower than that of Ferishta, for the former 
deals only with the History of the Deccan especially of the Kingdom of Ahmadnagar 
and its antecedents. So far as the Bahmanis are concerned, the author seems to have 
drawn more or less on the same sources as Ferishta; still there is no doubt that he is 
far more balanced and accurate than his contemporary in his descriptions and review 


of facts. 


TADHKIRATU’L-MULUK: 
Rafi’u’d-din was the author of the celebrated chronicle, the Tadhkrau’l-Muluk. He 


was born in 1541 and wrote his “History of the Kings” when he was 70. He migrated 


3 


to India from Shiraz as a merchant and later joined the service of the Sultan of 
Bijapur. Rafi’u’din rose to fairly high office at Bijapur, being appointed Master of the 
Mint and was even sent on an important diplomatic mission to ahmadnagar. 

There is a mass of detail with a sprinkling of the supernatural here and there 
about the life of Saint Siraju’d-din Junaidi, the preceptor of Bahman Shah and his 
immediate successors, which are not found elsewhere. There are certain other 
interesting and intimate details regarding such matters as Mujahid’s sobriquet balwant 
and some facts regarding the dress and manners of the period found in the work. 
HAFT IQLIM: 

Very little is known regarding the author of this Biographical Dictionary, Amin 
Ahmad Razi, who was a native of Rai (whence his surname). His family, on the other 
han, was well-known and had produced a number of famous personages, such as his 
own father Khwaja Mirza Ahmad known for his wealth and benevolence and his 
uncle Khwaja Muhammad Sharif is of interest to the students of the Isfahan. 
GULSHAN-I IBRAHIMI: Muhammad Qasim Hindu Shah, surnamed Ferishta was 
born at Astrabad on the Caspian Sea in 1552 and died at Bijapur in 1623. He was 
brought to Ahmadnagar when still a child but emigrated to Bijapur when he was past 
AO, taking up service there at the court of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah II in January 1591. 

He has given a long list of books, 32 in number, on which he has drawn for 
compiling his work, of which three, namely Adhari’s Bahman Nama Mulla 
Muhammad lari’s Siraju’t-Tawarikh. Mulla Dawud Bidri’s Tuhfatu’s Salatin and 
Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Karim Hamadani’s Life of Mahmud Gawan, dealt with the history of 
the Bahmani Deccan, but unfortunately all have been lost. It took him five years, 
1606-1611, to complete the book, and this period is none too long for the mass of 


detail furnished in it. 
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TARIKHE SULIAN MUHAMMAD QUTB SHAHI: 

It is popularly known as Tarikhe Qutb Shahi and is written by an 
anonymous scholar. It is the history of the Qutb Shahs from their rise to the first five 
years of Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah's period that is 1025/A HJ 1616 AD HK 
Sherwani is of the opinion that this is the most authentic history of e the early Qutb 
Shahi period'. The author who preferred to be anonymous admits that he began the 
work to honor the desire of the Sultan. 

The introductory part deals with the ancestry of the Qurb Shahis the genealogy 
given by the author coincides with the genealogy written over the fly-leaf of the 
manuscript Kanzul Laughat by Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah himself. This confirms 
the identity of Sultan Quli and his tribe Qara Qulyan. The style of the work is one of 
those rare works of history which are brief, direct and least ornate. The author mainly 
deals with political events and narrates them in graphical details. He is very 
conscious of dates and has tried to arrange the events in comet chronological order 
HADIOAT US SALATIN: 

The unique work as far as the socio cultural, religious and administrative 
details is concern, the chronicle is written in the form of a diary arranging the events 
in simple chronological order. Nizamuddin took up the work during the a 
period, when the Qutb shahi kingdom had virtually became a vassal state due to the 
acceptance of the deed. Of submssion signed in 1636 A.D. Yet Nizamuddin while 
describing the political events presents a glorified picture of Abdullah, therefore that 
part of his work which deals with the political events earns him no merit. 

His is the only work which has a complete chapter describing the Muhrrum 
ceremonies during the Qutb Shahi period. Beside this he also describes the ceremony 


of Milad-un-Nabi, and gives the details of the public participation in these ceremonies 
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irrespective of religion sect caste or creed. Nizamuddin beside this is the only 
historian who has described in details the layout of the city of Hyderabad, its 
gardens, Bazaars Palaces. 

MA'ATHIR-I-QUTB SHAHI?: 

It is an elaborate history of Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah by Muhammad 
bin Abdullah Naishapuri. The author came to Golconda during the reign of 
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah and remained in the Qutb Shahi service. 

The work covers the entire reign of Muhammad Qutb Shah and records 
contemporary events out side Golconda particularly in Iran under the Safawides. This 
makes the book valuable as it helps to understand the relations of Iran with Golconda. 

The entire work runs over three volumes and each has been divided into four 
Magalas. The style is omate, but the events have been recorded with care which 


makes the work reliable. 


FUTUHAT-I-ADIL SHAHI: 

Fuzuni, the author compiled the work at the intent of Muhammad Adil 
Shah and completed it in 1640-41. The chronicle is divided into six chapters in 
chronological order and devoted to the first six rulers of the Adil Shahi dynasty. But 
mainly it as devoted to Ibrahim Adil Shah I] and Muhammad Adil Shah the last two 
chapters dealing with these two rulers are more comprehensive and also reliable as the 
author was an eye witness during these rulers. 

Fuzuni ‘s work is of great importance as far as diplomatic history of 

Bijapur is concern. It gives the relations of Bijapur with the Moghals. Ahmednagar 
and Vijayanagara. 


TARIKH-I-ALI ADIL SHAHTYAHIT: 
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Qazi Nurullah the author of the book took up the work at the instance of 
Ali Adil Shah-II. Therefore it is mainly the history of Ali Adil Shah from his birth to 
the ninth year of his reign. 

The work is divided into ten chapters. The fifth, sixth and seventh chapters 
deal with the Maratha expansion at the cost of Bijapur kingdom and the sixth and 
seventh chapters provide the details of Bijapur campaign against Karnataka. In 
addition to this Nurullah narrates the Moughal hostilities against the Bijapur kingdom 
from where Zuhuri has left them. Nurullah's style of writing is elegant and flowery 
therefore makes the accounts of historic events tense and pedantic. But they are 
reliable as Nurullah was an eye witness to most of them. 

The entire work runs over three volumes and each has been divided into four 
Magalas. The style is omate, but the events have been recorded with care which 
makes the work reliable. 

MUHAMMAD NAMA: 

Written by Mulla Zuhri. it is mainly the history of Muhammad Adil Shah's 
reign (1620-1656). It also includes the accounts of the later period of ibrahim Adil 
Shahs reign and thus supplements Tadhkira, Zuhri's work which iis divided in ten 
chapters is important to study the diplomatic and the history of internal affairs of the 
Bijapur kingdom. Besides describing he diplomatic relations of Bijapur with its 
neighbouring kingdoms Karnataka, Ginji. Thanjavur and Madura, Zuhri has paid 
special attention to sketch out the relations and struggles of the Mughals with Bijapur. 
Research Design 

The Theme of farmans and Sanads Under Deccan Sultanates will be defined in the 


following chapters: 
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The first chapter serves as an introduction to the entire thesis It lays 
down the aims and objectives of the study, justification for the 
selection of the topic, nature and scope of the study, research method 
employed and the sources of the study. 

The second chapter gives a brief political history of Deccan sultanates. 
Which throw light on their establishment to annexation 

The Third Chapter discusses about the framans and sanads ,issued by 
the sultans of Deccan orts mosques ,tombs, public utility and idgahs 
The fourth chapter deal with inscription. 

The fifth chapter throws light on numismatic.The esblishment of coins 
and Larins like gold, silver and copper coins. 


The Sixth chapter will draw conclusion of the entire thesis 
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CHAPTER — II 


A Brief Political History of Deccan Sultanates 


The Bahmanis: 

The Alauddin Hassan Bahman Shah, the founder of the Bahmani 
dynasty.Authors and historian of the Deccan offer radically different version 
about him. His early name is not known as yet. But according to Ferishtah he 
was called Zafar khan when he migrated from Multan to Delhi in search of 
suitable employment. 

Alauddin Hassan Bahaman was a great military leader. He revealed his 
military genius in the war against Imad-ul-Mulk which in facts alone brought to 
him a reputation a scepter and a crown in a very short period of ten years; he 
subdued every part of the Deccan previously subject to the throne of Delhi. He 
conquered Kandhar, Kavlas and many other petty states almost at once in the 


eleven years of his reign!. 


Sultan Muhammad Shah Bahmani (1358 — 1375) 

Sultan Alauddin Hassan Bahaman Shah Bahamani was succeeded by his 
eldest son Muhammad Shah in 1358 A.D Muhammad Shah, s reign combined 
both expansion and consolidation. Muhammad Shah can be easily called one of 
the best kings of the Bahmani Dynasty. He was a brave as lion.His military 


talent manifested itself in every one of his exploits. His expedition were made 


with a handful of soldier. His military tactics and personal handling of wars 
speak for his military genius. He established household forces, a selected corps 
of two hundred sons of noblemen and a bodyguard of 4,000 men commanded 
by an officer called Mir-i- Naubat ,He encouraged the use of guns in a large 
measure. 

Alauddin Hassan was the founder of the Bahmani dynasty, Muhammad 
I was the organizer of the kingdom and the founder of its institution’. There are 
at least three large monuments which dating back to Muhmmad Shabh-I are still 
almost intact Jami Masjid in the Gulbarga Fort and Shah Bazar mosque in 
Gulbarga town and the tomb of Hazart Shamsuddin Usmanbad one clearly 


showing foreign and other two Tughluq influence. He died in 1375A.D 


Mujahid Shah Bahmani (1375 -1378) A.D 

Mujahid Shah Bahmani succeeded his father Muhammad Shah Bahmani 
in 1375 A.D. He was giants in strength and a prince in majesty. Tall in 
structure dignified in looks unrivalled in valour and fortitude, his was a 
personality that attracted the attention of one and all, Mujahid Shah’s rule 
lasted only for public welfare or for the prestige of his dynasty only one event 


absorbed his attention war with Vijayanagar. 


Muhammad Shah Bahmani IT (1378 -1397) A.D 
Muhammad Shah Bahmani II succeeded Daud Shah in 1378 with the 


help of Ruh Parwar Aga Khan Muhammad wanted to place Daud’s son . 
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Muhammad Shah was of a human disposition. He was virtuous and just 
During his reign of 19 years he paid more attention to consolidation his empire 
-He devoted more of his time to improving his administration. His reign marks 
gradual progress in education and the material condition of the people’. 

He was a patron of art and literature. He had an elegant taste for poetry. 
He was a man of letters with great learning in Persian and Arabic. He was 
called Aristotle by the Deccanis for his great wisdom. He patronized poets and 
philosophers. During his reign the poets of Arabia and Persian came to the 
Deccan and tookpart of his liberality. 

Muhammad Shah took considerable interest in the welfare of his 
subjects. He prompted every kind of scheme that could remove the evils of the 
rural and urban life. Muhammed Shah evinced great interest in education. He 
establish orphan School in the cities of Gulbarga, Bidar Kandahar, Elichpur, 
Daultabad Choul and Dabul and in some other great town ,with ample 
foundation for their supports. He appointed stipends for the expounders of the 
scriptures and gave monthly charity to the blind throughout his dominions‘. 

After a reign of 19 years 9 months and 24 days he died on20 the April 


1397 A.D 


Tajuddin feroz Shah Bahmani (1397- 1422) A.D 


Firoz Shah may easily regarded as one of the best sultan of the Bahmani 


Dynasty. In his reign Bahmani dynasty attained its great splendor in the field of 
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extension ,consolidation and peaceful administration Firoz has left his name 
behind and his reign marks the zenith of prosperity and power. 

The author of the Burhan—i-Maasir describes Firoz thus:- 

“Sultan Firoz was an impetus was and a mighty monarch and expended all 
his ability in eradicating and destroying tyranny and heresy. He took much 
pleasure in the society of shaikhs learned men and hermits.” 

The First major conflict with the Vijayanagar Rayas is a case in point. 
To ford a river in spate in basket and the very idea to capture either the Raya or 
his son in person in order to unnerve the enemy was a strategy of no mean 
consequences. Similarly in his second war with Vijayanagara. He exhibited 
rare valour, dash and initiative in spite of his being severely wounded. 

Firoz was one of the most learned of Indian sovereign and compares 
favourably with that other erudite king. Muhammad bin Tughluq apart from 
being a good calligraphist, he was well versed in the commentaries of the 
Quran jurisprudence, natural science. and the technicalities of Sufism, 
dialectics and mathematics and took interest in these branches of learning to the 
extent that he set aside three days every week for taking regular classes in them 
personally. 

Ferishtah writes: “In his harem was Arabian Circassia, Geroians, Turks 
,Russian, Europeans, Chinese, Afghans Rajputs, Bengalese, Gujaratese, 
Telanganies, Marathins and others and he could converse with each in her own 


language. 
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Firoz Shah took interest in architecture he beautified the capital 
Gulbarga and built a town, Firozabad, on the banks of Bhima the city was 
considerable to be very planned the streets were broad and regularly lad out. 


Firoz Shah died in 1422 A.D. 


Sultan Ahmed Shah Bahmani (1422 -1436) 

However saintly the new king was and however innocent of the death of 
his brother Firoz he might have been he must have heaved a sigh of relief when 
he heard that his brother was no more’®. At the very outset of his reign he had to 
undergo the shock of the death of his benefactor Hazrat Khwajah Syed 
Muhammad Gesu Daraz which occurred within a month of his accession. 

Ahmed Shah, s reign is but a tale of wars against Vijayanagara and 
Telangana. It comprises four battles, one against Vijayanagara and the others 
against Telangana. The remaining two battles were important in so far as they 
indicate that the Bahmanis had directed their war machine towards the central 
provinces as well. 

Ahmed Shah, like his predecessors, was a great patron of learning. He 
loved the society of learned men then sent a deputation to Kirman in Persia to 
entreat Shah Nematullha to come to his camp. 

Ahmed Shah was responsible for founding the city of Bidar. While 
returning from Gujarat, he halted at Bidar. The climate and the general 
conditions of Bidar appealed to the king. other reason can be as follows: 


1. Bidar was central as far as the Bahmani dominions were concerned 
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2. The political climate in Gulbarga was famously suited for intrigues and 
3. Gulbarga was climatically hot and was stony with rainfall and fertility of 


soil. He died in 1436 A.D 


Alauddin Shah Bahmani II (1436- 1457).A.D 
Ahmed Shah nominated Alauddin Shah Bahmani as his successor while 
still alive. His advent to power gave promise of good government and a just 
administration He describe the throne in 1436A.D 
Alauddin evinced great interest in architecture. He built a garden palace 
called Nematabad near Bidar: He also built a hospital at Bidar and Chandminar 
near Daulatabad. 
An Italian travele, Nicolo Cont visited the Deccan during Alauddin’s 
reign in1444. His account is interesting He said that: 
a) The Deccan could boast of having built the biggest ship. They were larger 
than those built in the shipyards of Italy 
b) The army used javelin, sword, round shied, bows and arrows and arm 
pieces. They also used ballistic bombarding and siege machines. 
c) Pestilences were unknown. 
d) People were not exposed to the diseases which carry off the population in 


Europe 
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Muhammad Shah III (1463 -1482) A.D 

After the death of Nizam Shah Muhammad Shah became king in 1463 
A.D as in the last reign, the affairs of the government were conducted by 
Khawja Jehan Mahmud Gawan and the queen mother. 

During the reign of Muhammad Shah III, every department of 
administration underwent a change .This may be due to the guidance of 
Mahmud Gawan. The finance were organized the administration of justice 
improved and public education was made free. 

Waliy Ullah (1513-1526): Amir Barid now put Sultan Mahmud,s younger 
son, Waliyulah on the tottering throne.Waliullah tried to become free of the next 
drawn round him eith the result that he was imprisoned in his own Zanana and lived 
on the Bread and clothes “provided to him by his master, the Major of the palaces. 
Possibly in order to be linked with the royal house Amir Barid married the pretty Bibi 
Sitti Ahmad,s widow who must now have been just 22 or 23. 

Kalimu'l-Lah (1526- 1538): 

The last king of the house of Bahmani shah was waliyullha,s brother 
Kalimullha who was now put on the throne but was closely guarded by his warder 
Amir Barid. A new political force had now appeared on the Indian horizons in the 
person of Zahiruddin Muhamad Babur who had deafted Ibrahim lodi on the plain of 
Panipat on 22.4.1526 and now practically all the Deccan potentates that is rulers of 
Bijapur, Ahmed Nagar, Berar and Burahpur sent their envoy to Delhi offering 
congratulations to the Mughal conqueror. Kalimullha also wrote to Babur offering 


him. 
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Successor states of the Bahmani Kingdom: 
The Adil Shahis of Bijapur (1490-1686) 

The Adil Shahi Kingdom was founded by Yusuf Adil Khan in 1490 with 
its capital at Bijapur. Yusuf Adil Khan had arrived from Persia in 1460 and had 
moved to Bidar. He rose to prominence under Mahmud Gawan who appointed 
him the governor of Bijapur. Both ambition and safety counseled breaking 
away from Bidar where Qasim Barid was all powerful. He therefore established 
himself in Bijapur in 1490 and read the khutba in his own name. His rule from 
1490 to 1510 was marked by incessant warfare. Initial five years were spent in 
fighting defensive wars against formidable confederacy of Qasim Barid and the 
next ten years were spent in consolidating and extending his newly-established 
dominions. The last few years were marked by fighting with Portuguese over 
Goa which had been in Byapur territory. 

Qasim Barid, the most powerful leader at Bidar under the Bahmanis had 
plans of taking Bijapur, but Yusuf Adil Khan deprived him. He therefore called 
on Bahadur Gilani, the governor of Konkan to invade Bijapur dominions from 
the west and incited Vijayanagar to recover Raichur Doab. Yusuf Adil however 
bought peace by surrendering Doab to Vijayanagar and Jamkhandi to Bahadur 
Gilani. He then turned attention towards Qasim Barid. Qasim Barid fled and for 
the next ten years he was unable to disturb the Adil Shahi ruler of Bijapur. Free 
from the threats of Qasim Barid, he recovered the Raichur Doab from 


Vijayanagar in 1493. Then came the turn to deal with Bahadur Gilani 
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(governor of Konkan), who had by this time grown powerful. Qasim Barid in 
association with Yusuf Adil Khan and the king of Gujarat attacked Bahadur 
Gilani who was killed in 1494. After defeating his three rivals, Yusuf Adil’s 
struggle for survival was over, and in 1495 began the phase of extending his 
dominions’. 

In 1500, Yusuf Adil Successfully incorporated Gulbarga, Kalyani and 
other districts in his territory. His territorial ambitions were fulfilled and with 
these annexations his dominions reached the maximum territorial expansion 
under him. Peace extended over a period of three years and in 1503, Yusuf Adil 
openly declared his profession of Shiism and read the khutba in the name of the 
twelve Imams. For Qasim Barid, an orthodox Sunni, this was the best 
opportunity to take revenge. Golconda and Ahmadnagar were called upon to 
fight under the Bahmani flag. But the situation was saved by Imad-ul-Mulk of 
Berar who advised Yusuf to suspend his religious innovation and then 
prevailed on Barid’s confederates to withdraw from the alliance. It was only 
after the death of Qasim Barid in 1504, that Yusuf again reinstated Shia forms 
of worship. 

Another development towards the end of his reign was the conflict with 
Portuguese over Goa, a Bijapur territory. In 1509, Albuquerque became the 
governor of Portuguese territories and made an alliance with Vijayanagar, who 
were no friends of Yusuf Adil Khan, for the capture of Goa. In 1510, he 
surrounded the fort of Panjim (Panaji) and captured it. But Goa was again 


recovered in May 1510 by the Bijapur armies though for a short time only. The 
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same year Yusuf Adil Khan died and Portuguese got the chance to recapture it. 
Yusuf Adil was succeeded by his son Ismail Adil Khan (1510-1534). 

Ismail being a minor, Kamal Khan became his regent and controlled the 
affairs of government. He made peace with Portuguese and turned attention 
towards the internal affairs. He reverted the State religion to Sunni faith and 
allied himself with Amir Barid by an understanding that Kamal Khan will share 
the kingdom of Bijapur and Sholapur and Barid would be given a free hand in 
Bidar and allowed to annex Nizam Shahi territories. Assured of support, he 
imprisoned the young king. However, this alarmed the royal family and Kamal 
Khan was finally murdered as a result of palace intrigues. Ismail Adil Khan 
then suppressed the dakhni and habshi nobility, and the afaqis who had fled to 
Gujarat were invited back Shia rites were re-instated. 

On his death, his son Mallu was seated on the throne but his licentious 
behavior alienated him and led to his deposition in 1535. Prince Ibrahim was 
placed on the throne at the age of 15 years and Asad Khan became the chief 
adviser. Ibrahim replaced the Shia practices by Sunni ones and showed 
preference for dakhnis over afaqis. The accession of Ibrahim coincided with 
internal troubles at Vijayanagar which led to Ramraj taking absolute power in 
his own hands. Hoping to take advantage of the situation, Ibrahim ordered an 
attack on Adoni, but the campaign proved abortive . 

. On Ibrahim’s death, Ali Adil Shah succeeded to the throne and 
reverted the state religion to Shiism and favoured Newcomers in his service. In 


order to recover Kalyani and Sholapur he entered into an alliance with 
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Vijayanagar. On the other hand, Husain Nizam shah entered into alliance with 
Ibrahim Qutb Shah of Golconda. In 1558, Husain Nizam Shah besieged the fort 
of Gulbarga, but because of the withdrawal of Ibrahim Qutb Shah, he had to 
raise the siege and return to Ahmadnagar. However, even after his withdrawal 
from Gulbarga, negotiations between Vijayanagar and Bijapur continued and 
the years from 1559-1561 witnessed a continuous warfare with Bijapur and 
Vijayangar on one side and Ahmadnagar on the other, aided sometimes by 
Berar, sometimes by Golconda. The main cause was control over Kalyani and 
Sholapur. In the end, Nizam Shah had to sue for peace in 1561 and had to sign 
a humiliating treaty and Kalyani was returned to Bijapur. 

On the completion of these campaigns, Ramaraj claimed from Ali Adil 
Shah the districts of Itgir and Bagalkot as the price of friendship and Ibrahim 
Qutb Shah had to cede Kovilkonda and Panagal. Ramaraj had already secured 
Raichur Doad. It was now clear to the Deccan Sultans that Ramaraj was their 
common enemy and was trying to become a military dictator. This led to the 
formation of the grand alliance of the Sultanates against Vijayanagar. The 
confederacy led by Ali Adil Shah, Husain Nizam Shah, Ali Barid Shah, 
Ibrahim Qutb Shah marched to Talikota in 1564. In the ensuing Battle of 
Bannihatti the Vijayanagar army was annihilated and by their unity the Deccan 
Sultantes had vanquished the military menace of Vijayanagar!?. But the unity 
was short lived and with their common enemy destroyed, the Sultans fought 


with each other with even more vigour. The last years of Ali Adil Shah were 
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spent in dealing with the Portuguese but he was frustrated in his attempts to 
capture Goa. 

With the accession of Ibrahim Adil Shah II ( 1580-1627) began a golden 
age of Adil Shahi rule. During the period of regencies of Kamil Khan, Ikhlas 
Khan Habshi and Dilawar Khan Habshi, Murtaza Nizam Shah tried to take 
advantage and occupy Sholapur, but his armies were routed and forced to 
withdraw. By the close of 1580’s, Ibrahim Adil Shah decided to assert his own 
authority. The initial years from (1588-1593) were spent in wars with 
Ahmadnagar. In 1595, Ibrahim Adil Shah entered triumphant into the 
Ahmadnagar capital after defeating Ibrahim Nizam Shah; this was the last war 


of Ibrahim Adil Shah against Nizam Shahi kingdom. 


The Mughals and the Kingdom of Bijapur 

By 1590, Akbar had the whole of north India under his sway and had 
turned attention towards the Deccan. He had already taken diplomatic offensive 
during the last years of Ali Adil Shah I. In 1591, he again sent a mission to 
Bijapur which was rejected leading to the arrival of Prince Danial in Deccan. In 
1597, at the battle of Sonpat, the allied powers of Bijapur, Golconda and 
Ahmadnagar were defeated and the Kingdom of Ahmadnagar was fast moving 
towards extinction. The news of the conquest of Khandesh and Ahmadnagar 
alarmed the Deccan states of the growing power of the Mughals. The early 
years of 17 century were a period of anxiety for Ahmadnagar!4, where Malik 


Ambar was now carrying war with the Mughals to save the kingdom from 
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extinction. This gave some time to Bijapur to attempt to conquer Bidar, a 
coveted territory for both Byapur and Ahmadnagar. In 1618, Ibrahim Adil 
Shah decided to invade Bidar while Malik Ambar was busy with the Mughals. 
All the Baridi territory was annexed to Bijapur and thus ended the kingdom of 
Bidar in 1619. 

In 1624 Bijapur allied with the Mughals in a war against Ahmadnagar at 
Bhatwadi leading to the defeat of the allied forces. Malik Ambar marched 
through the Biapur territory with his victorious army. Soon after this event, 
both Malik Ambar and Ibrahim Adil Shah II died. He was into a secret alliance 
with the Mughals by which the Nizam Shahi territory was to be divided 
between the two, but the alliance failed, and instead Bijapur now sided with 
Ahmadnagar. In 1631, Shah Jahan dispatched an army against Bijapur, but 
when nothing much could be accomplished, truce was made. Shah Jahan 
learning of the failure sent Mahabat Khan and in 1636, the kingdom of 
Ahmadnagar was wiped out and the Mughals extended their borders to those of 
Biyapur and Golconda. A treaty was signed in 1636 which ensured Bijapur 
peace but was humiliating as well. Bijapur gained the whole of Konkan and the 
pargana of Chakan, Parenda and Sholapur; they had to relinquish their claims 
on Udgir and Ausa; they had to pay a tribute of twenty lakh rupees etc. While 
the treaty prevented any further activities in the north, no inhibitions were 
imposed on it in the south'>. The treaty of 1636 thus marks the beginning of 
furthest expansion of the Adil Shahis and Qutb Shahis in the South. Thus, in 


1637-38 Adil Shahi armies marched South and occupied the whole of the 
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region up to Bednur. Soon another campaign headed by Randaula Khan and 
Shahji was launched eastwards which led to the capture of Bangalore, the 
district of Sakripattan. In these campaigns Bijapur and Golconda were acting 
separately in their respective spheres of operation. In 1643, the campaigns in 
the south were renewed. These campaigns were mainly launched against the 
petty Nayaks of the south but they opened the way for the conquest of whole of 
Karnataka. The next campaign in 1646 was planned on a grand scale led by 
Mustafa Khan and Shahji Bhonsle leading to the conquest of Vellore and Jinji 
(1648). During this period, Muhammad Adil Shah also made attempts at 
allying himself with the Dutch against the Portuguese for the recovery of Goa, 
but he died before this could be accomplished in 1656. His death marks the 
beginning of the end for the kingdom of Bijapur as Prince Aurangzeb, the 
Viceroy of the Deccan was bent on humbling Bijapur and Golconda. Further 
during the reign of Muhammad Adil Shah had also begun a movement for the 
establishment of an independent territory of Marathas under the leadership of 
Shivaji and had gained threatening momentum by 1656. 

The same year, Aurangzeb wrote to Shah Jahan for sanctioning the 
cause of his Deccan aggrandizement and was given a free hand in carrying our 
his policy. A huge army was sent from Delhi under Muhammad Said to assist 
Aurangzeb and Bidar was occupied in 1657, Kalyani fell in 1659 and Bijapur 
was besieged. At the time when Bijapur was about to be occupied, orders came 
from Shah Jahan to stop the war and Aurangzeb was recalled. At the same 


time, Shah Jahan fell ill and Aurangzeb had to sign a hasty treaty with Ali Adil 
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Shah II (1656-72) by which Bijapur had to pay one and half crore rupees as 
indemnity, Bidar and Kalyani were to be retained in Mughal possession and 
Nizam Shahi Konkan and Parenda were to be ceded by Bijapur to the Mughals. 
After the return of Aurangzeb, Bijapur had to deal with Shivaji who was trying 
to set up an independent principality and had captured several outposts of the 
Adil Shahi kingdom. By 1660, the fertile Konken region and its numerous 
fortresses came in the possession of Shivaji!®. Shivaji’s activities were directed 
both against Mughals and Adil Shahis. Khan, Mughal general was defeated in 
1663 and in 1667, Shivaji raided the Mughal port city of Surat. Jai Singh and 
Diler Khan were sent to deal with Shivaji and the result was the Treaty of 
Purandar by which Shivaji was alienated from Bijapur and was forced to agree 
to assist Mughals in the upcoming excursions against Bijapur. In 1665, Bijapur 
was besieged by Mughal army, but due to scarcity of fodder, they had to retreat 
to Aurangabad. By the treaty of Purandar, Shivaji was permitted to raid 
Bijapuri territory and seeing Mughals backing Shivaji, Ali Adil Shah II was 
forced to enter in a treaty with Mughals by which Sholapur and adjoining 
territory was handed over to them and in return, the Mughal backing to Shivaji 
also ended. In 1672, Ali Adil Shah II died leaving Biapur in a chaotic 
condition!”. 

The new king Sikandar Adil Shah ( 1672-86) could not do much to save 
the situation. Aurangzeb recalled Prince Muazzam and appointed Bahadur 
Khan as the Viceory of Deccan, with instructions to follow a forward policy 


against Deccan states. Besides, factions agitated the miserable remains of a 
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fallen state and Shivaji threatented its existence on the other hand. BY 1678, 
Shivaji had made phenomenal success in the south and Karnataka. The 
Mughals tried to ally Bahlol Khan, the Afghan regent at Bijapur to their side 
against Shivaji, but the plan failed and Bahlol died in 1677. In 1678, the 
Mughal general Diler Khan commenced activities against Bijapur and tried to 
win over the discontented Adil Shahi troopers by bribery. In a treaty with Sidi 
Masud, the regent at Bijapur, the Mughal general Diler Khan insisted that a 
Mughal creature Shams-ud-din should be appointed as Regent. Since the terms 
of the treaty were tantamount to ending the independence of the Kingdom, 
Masud rejected it and Diler Khan got the pretext for declaring war in 1679. 
However, no breakthrough could be achieved and Diler Khan was recalled by 


Aurangzeb. 


The Nizam Shahis of Ahmadnagar (1490-1637) 

The Nizam Shahi dynasty was founded by Malik Ahmad Nizam Shah (r. 
1490-1509) with its capital at Ahmadnagar. Malik Ahmad pushed forward the 
designs of his father Malik Hasan to carve out an independent principality and 
broke into open revolt. After his father’s death he styled himself as Nizam-ul- 
mulk Bahri and opened offensive against his father’s enemies. His rising power 
alarmed Qasim Barid who sent an army against him in 1490, but Ahmad Bahri 
defeated the imperialists and found enough justification to declare his 
independence. He dropped the name of Bahmani Sultan from the khutba and 


defied those who were in authority at Bidar. He struck coins in his name and 
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took the title of Ahmad Nizam Shah Bahri. Ahmad Nizam remained mainly 
pre-occupied in expanding the frontiers of his kingdom. In 1493, he assisted 
Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani in dealing with Bahadur Gilani and received a 
part of his territory in reward. He occupied Daulatabad and used it as his base 
to expand his frontiers and capturing forts on the borders with Khandesh. He 
meddled with the question of succession in the kingdom of Khandesh and in 
conjunction with Ala-ud-din Imad Shah of Berar he tried to put his protégé on 
the Faruqi throne, but was not successful because of the arrival of Mahmud 
Begada and had to retreat. Nevertheless, at the time of his death in 1510, he had 
succeeded in extending the frontiers from Bir to Chaul and Ravedanda on the 
sea coast and from the frontiers of Khandesh in the north to Poona, Chakan and 
Sholapur in the south!’. 

His minor son Burhan Nizam Shah ( 1510-1553) inherited an 
unconsolidated kingdom at the age of seven years. The reigns of administration 
were in the hands of the wakil Mukammal Khan, who tried hard to safeguard 
the interests of the Nizam Shahis. Burhan, on the other hand had complete lack 
of interest in political affairs and this provided a chance to the neighbouring 
states to consolidate their possessions and expand their frontiers. Sholapur 
emerged as a bone of contention between the Nizam Shahis and Adil Shahis of 
Bijapur, which Burhan claimed as dowry for marrying the daughter of Ismail 
Adil Shah. In 1525, he invaded Bijapur but failed in his attempt to capture 
Sholapur. Later, in alliance with Ali Barid of Bidar, Burhan Nizam captured 


Pathri (his ancestral home) from Ala-ud-din Imad Shah who sought help of the 
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ruler of Khandesh. They were again defeated and were forced to withdraw to 
Burhanpur. Burhan also entered into an alliance with the Portuguese when he 
got to know that Imad Shah had sought help from Bahadur Shah of Gujarat. 
The trio of Imad Shah, Bahadur Shah and Muharnmad Faruqi I of Khandesh 
tried to capture Daulatabad from Burhan Nizam, but failed. Once freed of the 
pressures from Gujarat, Burhan again tried to capture Sholapur but failed again 
and this defeat instigated the formation of a confederacy of the rulers of 
Gujarat, Khandesh and the chief of Baglana. They converged upon the Nizam 
Shahi kingdom. Burhan appealed to the Mughal Emperor Babur, Ismail Adil of 
Bijapur and Quli Qutb-ul-mulk for help, but only Amir Ali Barid came to his 
rescue. Daulatabad, Parenda, Ahmadnagar were besieged and the allies gave a 
crushing defeat to Nizam Shahi forces at Burhanpur. However, when Imad 
Shah left for Elichpur, the league was broken and Bahadur Shah had to come to 
terms with Burhan, who agreed to read his name in the khutba. Thereafter 
Bahadur Shah returned to Gujarat and Deccan was saved from further 
bloodshed”®. In 1530, Burhan captured some thirty Maratha forts and also 
advanced in the north to the forts of Galna and Mulher. The allied forces of 
Gujarat and Khandesh again defeated him. 

With not much success on the north, Burhan turned his attention to the 
south and captured the fort of Parenda. Over the cession of the forts of Kalyani 
and Qandhar, he sided with Ali Barid against Ismail Adil Shah and invaded 


Biapur, but was defeated and according to a treaty, Adil Shah was given a free 
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hand in Telingana and Burhan Nizam Shah was allowed to annex Berar. But 
before it could be accomplished, Ismail Adil Shah died in (1534). 

Burhan Shah was much influenced by Shia thought and declared it to be 
his state religion, creating much commotion inside the capital. Although it 
brought him closer to the Safavid Persia, it created a confederacy of 
neighbouring states who invaded Ahmadnagar, but could not gain any decisive 
victory and had to withdraw. The issue with Bijapur on the possession of 
Sholapur continued and in 1543, Burhan allied with Ramraj, the regent of 
Vijayanagar, Jamshed Qutb-ul-mulk and Ibrahim Qutb Shah and launched 
intermittent wars against Biyapur till the end of his reign. Between 1544-1547 
he conquered Kohir, Ausa, Udgir and Qandhar. In 1549, he captured the fort of 
Kalyani and then helped Ramraj to recover the Raichur Doab from Bijapur?!. 
Finally in 1552, Sholapur was captured with the help of Vijayanagar. The 
aggressive policy of Burhan and his alliances with Vijayanagar disturbed the 
balance of power in Deccan and enabled Vijayanagar to use one state against 
the other. 

Thus on the accession of his son Husain Nizam Shah (1553-1565) he 
had to check the increasing ambitions of his neighbours. In the initial years, he 
had to face a coalition of Ibrahim Adil Shah and Darya Imad Shah who 
unsuccessfully tried to occupy Sholapur. Another coalition was formed 
between Ibrahim Adil Shah and Ramraj in 1557 when Husain Nizam Shah in 
alliance with Ibrahim Qutb Shah unsuccessfully besieged Gulbarga. On the 


death of Ibrahim Adil Shah, his successor Ali Adil Shah reiterated his claim 
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over Sholapur and Kalyani and concluded an alliance with Vijayanagar and 
Qutb Shahis and then marched to Ahmadnagar in 1559. Husain Nizam fled to 
Paithan and appealed to Imad Shahis, Barid Shahis and Faruqis for assistance. 
With no help coming, the allied forces ravaged the Nizam Shahi territory 
between Parenda to Junnar and from Ahmadnagar to Daulatabad. Husain had to 
sign a humiliating treaty in order to save his kingdom and Kalyani was lost to 
Bijapur. In 1562, Husain Nizam entered into negotiations with Ibrahim Qutb 
Shah for recovering Kalyani. On the other hand, Ali Adil Shah sought help 
from Ramraj who was also joined by the forces from Biapur, Berar and 
Bidar??. Despite fierce struggle, neither Husain Nizam Shah could recover the 
fort of Kalyani, nor Ali Adil Shah could wrest Sholapur. 

The net result of these relentless campaigns was that the Sultans of 
Deccan felt the need to crush the growing power of Vijayanagar. Husain Nizam 
Shah, Ibrahim Qutb Shah and Ali Adil Shah together with the Sultan of Bidar 
organized a confederacy and entered into marriage alliances. Husain Nizam 
Shah gave up the fort of Sholapur to Ali Adil Shah in dowry. To find a pretext 
of war, Ali Adil Shah demanded the restoration of Yadgir, Bagalkot, Raichur 
and Mudgal from Ramraj, which was, as expected, refused. The four Sultans 
marched against Vijayanagar in 1565 and at the Battle of Bannihatti, Ramraj 
was killed and his army was completely routed. This was a great blow to the 
vitality of the Vijayanagara kingdom. 

The same year, Husain Nizam Shah died and was succeeded by his 


eldest son Murtaza Nizam Shah ( 1565-1588). During the early years, the 
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control was in the hands of his mother Khunza Humayun who in order to teach 
Berar a lesson for not joining the confederacy allied with Ali Adil Shah. In 
1566, they attacked Berar but without success. In 1568, she formed a 
confederacy with the rulers of Golconda and Berar to check the aggressive 
plans of Ali Adil Shah. But the invasion of Bijapur also did not bring any 
gains. The next few years passed in the formations of various alliances and Ali 
Adil Shah taking advantage of the internal discontent in Ahmadnagar invaded 
and defeated Nizam Shahis at Kaij. Meanwhile the petticoat government at 
Ahmadnagar was overthrown and Murtaza Nizam Shah repelled the invasion of 
Bijapur*?. In 1571, Murtaza Nizam Shah suffered a defeat at the hands of 
Portuguese. 

Probably the greatest military feat of Murtaza Nizam was the annexation 
of Berar in 1574. Seeing the declining fortunes of Bidar and Berar, he had 
come to terms with Ali Adil Shah, on the agreement that Murtaza would be 
allowed to annex Berar and Bidar and Adil Shah would be left free to expand 
in the south. They invaded Bidar but were forced to retreat due to intervention 
of Ibrahim Qutb Shah. Then Murtaza decided to invade Berar and demanded 
the reinstatement of Burhan Imad Shah on the throne. Thereafter he invaded 
Berar, put Tufal Khan to flight to Khandesh, from where he was turned out by 
Miran Muhammad Faruqi I. Thereafter Murtaza besieged Narnala and 
Gawilgarh, imprisoned the members of Imad Shahi family and annexed the 


kingdom of Berar in Nizam Shahi kingdom. Though the conquest of Berar 
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increased his prestige, it also brought the Nizam Shahis closer to facing the 
aggression of Mughals. 

The Mughals and the Nizam Shahis: In order to prevent him from 
consolidating his position in Berar, Miran Muhammad Faruqi of Khandesh 
tried to invade and occupy Berar but was driven back to the frontiers of the 
Mughal Empire. Had not Changez Khan, the minister of Murtaza interceded on 
behalf of Miran Faruqi, even Khandesh would have been annexed in the Nizam 
Shahi kingdom. However with these conquests, a new danger arose for the 
Nizam Shahis. The Mughals after conquering Gujarat and Malwa marched to 
Narmada in pursuit of Muzaffar Husain Mirza who had taken shelter at the 
Nizam Shahi court. Pressures from the Mughals forced him to give up the 
cause of Muzaffar, who now fled to Khandesh and was ultimately handed over 
to the Mughals by Miran Muhammad Faruqi*4. 

Meanwhile, the rising power of dakhnis under Murtaza created internal 
tensions in Ahmadnagar and made matters worse. However, the death of Ali 
Adil Shah in 1580 and the growing strife in Bijapur between Sunnis and Shias, 
tempted Murtaza to recover the forts of Sholapur and Naldurg, but the 
campaigns brought him little success. A new problem arose when the dakhni 
faction invited Murtaza’s brother Burhan to ascend the throne but the plan 
leaked out and they had to escape from Ahmadnagar to the Mughal court in 
1584. There they persuaded Mughal Emperor Akbar to take up the cause of 
Burhan. In 1586, the Mughal troops under Mirza Aziz Koka advanced up to 


Elichpur and plundered it. Once the storm was over, Murtaza replaced his old 
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dakhni nobility with new recruits which produced even more confusion. There 
began conspiracies to put up his son Husain on the throne and Ibrahim Adil 
Shah supported them. Finally in 1588, Murtaza was imprisoned and Husain 
ascended the throne of Nizam Shahis. 

The next ten years were marked by confusion and uncertainty in the 
Nizam Shahi kingdom. Husain Nizam Shah ( 1588-89) was deposed in 1589 
and Ismail Nizam Shah (1589-91) was put on the throne. There arose a conflict 
for supremacy among the nobles at the court, in which Jamal Khan, a Mahdavi 
gained an upper hand. Shiism was abolished and Mahdavi faith was now 
declared as the State religion>. It was thus the time for the Mughal Emperor to 
intervene and Akbar took up the cause of Burhan, who along with Mirza Aziz 
Koka marched on the frontiers of Berar. In 1591, Jamal Khan was defeated and 
killed and Burhan marched to Ahmadnagar, deposed his son Ismail and 
ascended the throne. 

Though indebted to the Mughals, he refused to acknowledge their 
suzerainty and re-introduced Shiism as state religion. Burhan fought against 
Ibrahim Adil Shah for the control of Sholapur but the possession of the fort 
remained a dream for him. He died in 1595 after a short illness. With the power 
of the Newcomers greatly reduced now because of the policies of Jamal Khan, 
the dakhnis and habshis clashed with each other to attain personal ambitions. 
For some time both groups accepted the new ruler Ibrahim Nizam Shah ( 
1595), but the hostile attitude of Ikhlas Khan, the habshi leader towards Bijapur 


precipitated the crisis. In 1595, Ibrahim Nizam Shah was killed fighting with 
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Ibrahim Adil Shah at Naldurg. His death intensified groupism and Mian Manju, 
the dakhni leader proclaimed Ahmad Shah II ( 1595-96) as the new king. 
However, Chand Bibi, Ali Adil Shah’s widow, took up the claim of Bahadur, 
the only son of the late king and was supported by habshi leader Ikhals Khan. 
Mian Manju however succeeded in imprisoning Bahadur and put Chand Bibi 
under surveillance. Ikhlas Khan secured a boy of Bahadur’s age and 
proclaimed him king under the title of Moti Shah, while another habshi leader 
Abhang khan took the cause of Miran Shah Ali, son of Burhan Nizam Shah I. 
Now Mian Manju appealed to the Mughal prince Murad, son of Akbar for 
intervention. But by the time the Mughal armies reached Ahmadnagar, Mian 
Manju had accomplished the capture of Moti Shah in 1595 and decided to 
oppose the coming Mughal armies. Under Mughal pressure, he left the affairs 
to Chand Bibi and went to seek the support from Bijapur and Golconda. In 
1595, Mughals laid siege to Ahmadnagar’®. The siege went on for a long time 
and finally in 1596 peace was concluded and by a treaty, Bahadur Nizam Shah 
(1596-1600) was accepted as the new king. Berar was ceded to the Mughals, 
and in return they withdrew from Ahmadnagar. 

Even after the Mughal invasion the quarrels among the dakhnis and 
habshis continued. Chand Bibi along with her nephew Ibrahim Adil Shah tried 
to settle Nizam Shahi affairs. The wakil Muhammad Khan disliking the 
interference of Adil Shahi ruler invited the Mughals and promised them to 
surrender the kingdom. Chand Bidi alied herself with Bijapur and Golconda 


and attacked Mughal forces at Sonpat in 1597 but were driven back. It was a 
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stupendous task to check Mughal pressure and taking advantage of the internal 
divisions, the Mughals captured Lohgarh, Mankar, Kheral, Nasik, Abugarh, 
Batiala, Taltam etc. On the question of attacking Ahmadnagar, differences 
arose between Prince Murad and Khan-i-Khanan which led to the recall of 
Murad and in 1599, Danial was sent to the Deccan who renewed the siege of 
Ahmadnagar. The limited resources of a declining kingdom were no match to 
those of Mughals and Chand Bibi was forced to surrender. Bahadur Nizam 
Shah was imprisoned at Gwalior and Ahmadnagar was captured by the 
Mughals in 1600. 

The turmoil caused by Mughal invasion and the occupation of 
Ahmadnagar gave a chance to men like Malik Ambar and Raju Dakhni to 
revive the declining fortunes of Nizam Shahis*’. They raised Murtaza Nizam 
Shah II in 1600 at Parenda to the throne and while professing loyalty to him, 
they kept the Mughals in perpetual alarm and did not allow the invaders to 
consolidate their conquests. Both Abul Fazl and Khan-i-Khanan were unable to 
overpower them. Harassed by continuous campaigning, Prince Danial 
concluded peace with Murtaza II and Malik Ambar had to release Mughal 
prisoners while Nizam Shah was confirmed in his possession of sirkars of 
Ausa, Bir and Dharwar. The death of Akbar in 1605, occupation of Qandhar (in 
Afghanistan) by Persians and the rebellion of Prince Khusrau gave Malik 
Ambar a chance to force Khan-i-Khanan to shut himself in Burhanpur and he 
advanced as far north as Malwa ravaging Mughal territories. In 1610, he put to 


death intriguing Murtaza Nizam Shah and installed his son Burhan Shah I on 
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the throne. He forced Prince Parvez to conclude peace and withdraw to 
Burhanpur. In 1612, he transferred his capital from Daulatabad to Khirki and 
the same year Khan-i-Khanan was sent to the Deccan again?*. Meanwhile 
tensions also arose between Nizam Shah and the Portuguese but the consistent 
Mughal pressure on the frontiers compelled Burhan Shah II to come to terms 
with Portuguese. 

On the arrival of Khan-i-Khanan in 1612, Nizam Shahi politics further 
changed and a large number of Maratha and habshi leaders joined the Mughal 
court which weakened Malik Ambar’s strength. Khan-i-Khanan sent his son 
Shah Nawaz Khan to attack Malik Ambar who was defeated and put to flight. 
Shah Nawaz Khan ravaged the city of Khirki and then withdrew in 1616. But 
soon after, Ambar reappeared on the scene, reoccupied the abandoned capital 
and resumed the offensive against the Mughals. However, the vast assemblage 
of Mughal forces, the submission of the rulers of Bijapur and Golconda and the 
withdrawal of their support forced Malik Ambar to purchase peace by 
surrendering the fort of Ahmadnagar together with the districts of Balaghat. 
Malik ambar again got his chance when the Emperor was in Kashmir and 
Prince Khurram was in Punjab in 1619. Within three months he recovered his 
losses and forced Mughals to seek shelter in Burhanpur. With the help of 
Portuguese, he laid siege to Burhanpur and entered Malwa and Gujarat. The 
crisis in 1620 forced Jahangir to send Prince Shah Jahan with a large army 
which hemmed Malik Ambar from all sides forcing him to negotiate. The terms 


were humiliating but it saved the Nizam Shahis from total ruin. 
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Malik Ambar wanted to recover his previous losses and in 1624 
managed to give a crushing defeat to Mughal-Adil Shahi forces and Bhatvadi 
and besieged Ahmadnagar. In 1625, he managed to capture Sholapur from Adil 
Shah and ravaged the Mughal frontier regions of Balaghat. On the arrival of 
Mahabat Khan a second time in the Deccan and the submission of Prince 
Khurram, he withdrew to Khirki where he died at the ripe age of eighty in 
1626. After his death, the Nizam Shahi kingdom again fell prey to internal 
strife??. 

Burhan Nizam Shah made a blunder in supporting the cause of Khan-i- 
Jahan Lodi, a rebel of the Mughal Empire. Shah Jahan seized the opportunity to 
open an offensive against Nizam Shahis and in 1629 himself marched to the 
Deccan. He sent Azam Khan to enter Balaghat and recover the lost territories; 
Khwaja Abul Hasan was sent to occupy Nasik, Trimbak; Nasir Khan was 
directed towards Telingana to seal north-eastern frontiers of the Nizam Shahis. 
The Kingdom of Nizam Shahis was now in a perilious situation. Even the 
removal of rebel Khan-i-Jahan Lodi did not ease the situations for Burhan 
Nizam Shah II. After many deliberations Burhan was able to get assistance 
from Bijapur in exchange for Sholapur. By 1631 however, despite continuous 
opposition from the Nizam Shahi forces, the Mughals had effected a complete 
occupation of Berar, Nasik, Sangamner, Dharur, Qandhar etc. In 1632, Burhan 
was killed and Husain was put on the throne who promised to accept the 
sovereignty of the Mughals and read khutba in the name of Mughal Emperor. 


However, in 1633, Husain Nizam Shah too was imprisoned by the Mughals and 
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now Shahji Bhonsle came forward to save the kingdom and proclaimed a royal 
scion as king under the title Murtaza Nizam Shah III in 1633 and made 
Bhimgarh the capital of Nizam Shahi Kingdom. His activities frustrated the 
efforts of Mahabat Khan who died in 1634 and Shah Jahan was compelled to 
plan large scale operations against Nizam Shahi kingdom in 1636, when he 
came to Deccan in person. He dispatched Shaista Khan and Alivardi Khan to 
deal with Shahji, Khan-i-Zaman was sent to compel him to leave Nizam Shahi 
territory and to occupy Konkan forts, Khan-i-Dauran was sent to seal the 
frontiers of Qutb Shahi Kingdom, and Khan-i-Jahan was sent to attack Adil 
Shahi country*®. The Mughal forces entered Nizam Shahi territory and moved 
in different directions to complete the process of subjugation. In 1637, Shah 
Jahan appointed Prince Aurangzeb to complete the process of subjugation of 
Nizam Shahi dominions and thus after some forty years of endless struggle the 
kingdom of Ahmadnagar became a subah of the Mughal empire. Murtaza 
Nizam Shah III was captured and imprisoned at Gwalior fort and the Nizam 


Shahi dynasty came to an end. 


The Imad Shahis of Berar (1490-1574) 

The kingdom was founded on the ruins of Bahmani Kingdom by 
Fathullah Imad-ul-mulk, a slave of Sultan Ahmad Shah Bahmani, captured in a 
campaign against Vijayanagar in 1423. While aggrandising his own position at 
a time when the collapse of Bahmanis was imminent. He refrained from 


provoking any hostility with his immediate neighbours, but did not adopt an 
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attitude of indifference towards his friends and foes. From 1486 until his death 
in 1510 he rigidly followed the policy of safeguarding himself and his 
dominions from aggression?!. 

For sometime after his death the state of affairs remained in a flux. His 
successor Ala-ud-din Imad Shah ( 1510-1529) was a prisoner in the fort of 
Ramgir. After escaping he arrived at Gawilgarh and established his hold over 
the territory. Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani gave him the title of Imad ul Mulk 
and confirmed him in his possessions. Like other provincial governors, Ala-ud- 
din too assumed autonomy in his father’s state. Ambition to extend his territory 
brought him into conflict with Burhan Nizam Shah, but he was defeated in 
1510 and had to take refuge with the Faruqi ruler of Khandesh. The defeat 
confirmed him of the necessity to form alliances if he had to extend his control 
to other regions. Ala-ud-din had to face defeat again from Nizam Shahi forces 
near Veloran and took refuge in Gujarat. After returning from there, he had to 
face the invasion of Sultan Quli Qutb-ul-mulk who had conquered the fort of 
Kovilkonda. In 1517, he got the chance to conquer southern Berar by defeating 
Mahmud Khan, son of Khudawand Khan (governor of Mahur) who was driven 
to Ahmadnagar. These conquests brought the Imad Shahis in touch with 
Ahmadnagar, Bidar, Golconda and Khandesh. Consequently the conflict with 
regard to frontiers became more frequent. Quli Qutb-ul-mulk seized Ramgir 
and taking advantage of the defeat of Imad Shah Burhan Nizam Shah also 
invaded Pathri and Mahur and occupied them in 1520. It was only in 1526, that 


he managed to recover Pathri in alliance with Quli Qutb-ul-mulk, that too only 
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for a small time and no sooner that his allies had returned, Burhan attacked 
again and reoccupied Pathri. Burhan in alliance with Ali Barid, marched till 
Elichpur forcing Ala-ud-din to flee to Khandesh. It was only with the help of 
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat that Burhan was forced to promise to return Pathri 
and Mahur to Imad Shahis. However as soon as Bahadur Shah returned, 
Burhan refused to fulfil his promise which led to a second invasion of Bahadur 
Shah in alliance with Khandesh and Berar. This alliance failed and as soon as 
Bahadur Shah returned to Gujarat, Burhan Nizam Shah refused to hand over 
the territory to Imad Shah**. He died a frustrated man in 1531 and was 
succeeded by Darya Imad Shah ( 1531-1562). 

From 1531-1540, Darya Imad Shah followed a policy of splendid 
isolation and did nothing to recover the losses of his father. By 1543, Darya 
Imad Shah and Ibrahim Adil Shah had become victims of the aggressive 
policies of Burhan Nizam Shah. He first formed an alliance with Ibrahim Adil 
Shah but when differences arose, he left to join Burhan and along with Ali 
Barid and Jamshed Qutb Shah, he invaded Sholapur, but the fort could not be 
captured. He however assisted his ally Burhan to conquer Qandhar. The 
northward expansion of Adil Shahis brought Husain Nizam Shah and Darya 
Imad Shah closer to one another and the alliance helped in saving Husain 
Nizam Shah against an invasion of Ibrahim Adil Shah and Ramraj. 

In 1560, Ali Adil Shah formed an alliance with Ramraj and Ibrahim 
Qutb Shah against Ahmadnagar. Darya Imad Shah assisted Nizam Shah in 


defending his dominions. During his long reign he played the role of an 
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intermediary rather than a hero on the battlefield. His short sighted diplomacy 
could not help him in extending his kingdom and he died in 1562. He was 
succeeded by his minor son Burhan Imad Shah (1562-68) which exposed the 
kingdom to further troubles. The reins of government were in the hands of 
Tufal Khan who now imprisoned his master and assumed the title of king. He 
kept himself aloof from the rapid developments in the Deccan, but after the 
Battle of Bannihatti he revived the old policy of least resistance and extending 
support to Nizam Shahis against Bijapur. 

However, Ali Adil Shah proposed a plan to Nizam Shah by which the 
former was to be given a free hand in Karnataka while the latter would be free 
to invade the neighbouring areas. They mobilised forces against Berar and 
defeated Tufal Khan and Elichpur was also besieged. Tufal Khan averted 
further crisis by bribing Ali Adil Shah*. However, soon after getting free from 
the Portuguese, Murtaza Nizam Shah turned his attention towards Berar and 
attacked Tufal Khan who fled to Khadesh but was expelled from there. Tufal 
Khan shut himself in the fort of Narnala but soon the forts of Narnala and 
Gawilgarh were captured by the Nizam Shahis. Tufal Khan was killed at the 
behest of Murtaza Nizam Shah and by the middle of 1574 the Imad Shahi 


kingdom of Berar had been annexed in the Nizam Shahi kingdom. 


The Barid Shahis of Bidar (1492-1572) 
The city of Bidar flourished during the early Bahmani period and it was 


remembered for orphan-schools established by Muhammad Shah II (1378- 
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1397). The fort of Bidar was a stronghold during Bahmani period. The turning 
point in the history of the town came with the end of Firoz Shah (1422), after 
whom Prince Ahmad made Bidar as the capital of his kingdom. Its central 
location, natural defences and invigorating climate made it an ideal place for 
building an imperial palace. 

The history of Barid Shahis begin with Qasim Barid ( 1492-1504), a 
man of Turkish origin, brought up in Deccan by Khwaja Shihabuddin Ali 
Yazdi, who offered him for service to Muhammad Shah Bahmani III. In his 
service he distinguished himself by subduing Marathas and entered into 
matrimonial alliance with Marathas also**. During the reign of Mahmud Shah 
Bahmani, he rose to the rank of vakil. Qasim Barid was the virtual ruler and 
had complete power over the king. During his period, independent kingdoms 
arose in Deccan as Nizamul Mulk, Imadul mulk and Yusuf Adil Khan 
proclaimed the independence of their respective kingdoms of Ahmadnagar, 
Berar and Bijapur. This event was soon followed by Qasirn Barid proclaiming 
his own independence in Ausa and Qandhar and became the de-facto ruler of 
Bidar. In theory, he remained as Prime-Minister (Amir-i-jumla) even when 
Bahmanis had ceased to be a ruling dynasty. 

Qasim Barid was succeeded by his son Amir Barid (1504-1542), who 
was constantly at war with the neighbouring kingdom of Biyapur. In 1529, 
Ismail Adil Shah marched against Bidar and captured Amir Barid, whose life 
was spared only on condition of submission. The fort fell and treasures were 


taken by Bijapuri forces, while Amir Barid retreated to Udgir. Amir Barid 
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helped Ismail Adil Shah in his sieges of Raichur and Mudgal against 
Vijayanagar in 1530, and after the treaty, Bidar was restored to Amir Barid on 
condition that Kalyani and Qandhar should be returned to Bijapur*>. 

Amir Barid died in 1542 and was succeded by Ali Barid Shah I ( 1542- 
1579) — a cultured person and fond of poetry and calligraphy. During his reign 
Bidar was invaded by Murtaza Nizam Shah of Ahmadnagar in 1579. He was 
assisted by Ibrahim Qutb Shah who also wanted a portion of Barid Shahi 
territory. In such straits, Ali Barid appealed to Ali Adil Shah for help, who sent 
military aid. However, a rebellion in Ahmadnagar forced Murtaza NIzam Shah 
to retreat to his capital and the campaign ended. Another important 
development was the formation of an alliance of Deccan kingsm against 
Vijayanagar’s ruler Rama Raja. Ali Barid took an active part in the campaign 
which took place at Talikota. However, it is not definitely known as to how 
much benefits he derived from his participation in the battle. Ali Barid died in 
1580 and was succeeded by his son Ibrahim Barid (r. 1579-1586), after whose 
short reign Qasim Barid II ( 1586-1589) came to the Barid Shahi throne. After 
the battle of Talikota, the rival dynasties of Ahmadnagar, Bijapur, and 
Golconda became too powerful for the Bidar kings which now dwindled into a 
small territory, and was absorbed in the Bijapur territory. Ferishta concluded 
his account of Barid Shahi kings in 1609 and mentions Mirza Ali Barid as 
reigning monarch. In 1619, Ibrahim Adil Shah annexed Bidar in the Adil Shahi 


kingdom. 
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Bidar remained under Adil Shahi rule till Aurangzeb began his plans for 
the subjugation of Deccan kingdoms. In 1656, Aurangzeb, then viceroy of 
Deccan, laid siege to the city and captured the fort and Bidar was included in 
the Mughal Empire. Khutba was read in the name of then Emperor Shah Jahan 
and Mughal coins were issued under his name. Bidar continued to be governed 
by Mughal governors, such as Iftikhar Khan, Khan Zama Mir Khalilullah, Mir 
Shams-ud-din Mukhtar Khan, Qalandar Khan, Jan Sipar Khan who held the 


post from 1681 till its final annexation by Aurangzeb*°. 


The Qutb Shahis of Golconda (1512-1687) 

The Kingdom was founded by Sultan Quli Qutb-ul-Mulk (1512-1543) 
whose ancestors belonged to a Turkish tribe. He arrived at Bidar during the 
reign of Bahmani Sultan. Muhammad Shah Bahmani ‘Lashkari’. It is not 
certain when he declared his independence and his loyalty to the name of 
Bahmani Sultan was so much ingrained in him that although he survived the 
last Bahmani king Kalimullah by about five years, he never formally declared 
his independence. Nevertheless the utter weakness of the government of Bidar 
entailed the complete autonomy of Qutb-ul-Mulk. As long as Krishnadeva 
Raya was alive, Qutb-ul-Mulk did not make any attempt to recover the 
territories lost to Bahmani Kingdom. It was in 1531-32 that he began his 
campaigns in the Telingana. By the annexation of Panagal and the fortresse of 
Rajkonda and Devarkonda, Qutb-ul-Mulk became a neighbor of both 


Vijayanagar and Bijapur. With the accession of Shah Ismail Safawi in Persia in 
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1501, Quli Qutb-ul-Mulk also declared Shiism as state religion and it remained 
so till the fall of Golconda in 1687. 

The death of Qutb-ul-Mulk in 1543 was marked by a period of 
uncertainty and his successor Jamshed ( 1543-1550) had to wage continuous 
wars against neighbouring kingdoms in order to maintain his authority and he 
survived in the task. He had to wage several indecisive battles against Ali Barid 
and successfully intervened in the sanguine quarrels between Bijapur and 
Ahmadnagar. By his strategy and bravery, Jamshed was able to restore the 
strength of Golconda, but at his death in 1550, there was an immediate 
squabble for power. After a short period of uncertainty, it was Ibrahim Qutb 
Shah ( 1550-1580) the youngest son of Quli Qutb Shah, who became the next 
king in 1550, and under his rule the kingdom attained new heights?’. 

The foreign policy of Ibrahim was his resolve not to step over the 
natural limits of the Telingana and his peace moves were aimed at curbing the 
causes of war even when he was dragged into it. Thus in 1560, he 
diplomatically persuaded Ramaraj of Vijayanagar to withdraw from 
Ahmadnagar and even agreed to sacrifice his cherished possession of the fort of 
Kondapalli. In 1563, close matrimonial relations were formed between 
Golconda and Ahmadnagar and they jointly besieged Kalyani but were not 
successful in capturing it. In 1565 was formed the grand alliance between 
Golconda, Nizam Shahis, Adil Shahis and Barid Shahis against Vijayanagar’s 
regent and dictator Ramaraj. Ibrahim Qutb Shah was enraged by the asylum 


given to traitor Jagadev Rao by Ramaraj and also because of the forced cession 
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of Kovilkonda, Panagal and Kondapalli to Vijayanagar. The battle, as 
mentioned earlier resulted in the complete annihilation of Vijayanagar. 

After the victory, the Raichur Doab was given to Bijapur but Ibrahim 
was unhappy over the inordinate increase in the power of Bijapur. Soon after 
the Battle of Bannihatti, Ibrahim sent his forces to occupy Rajamundri and 
subjugate southern Orissa. His forces reached Potnur on the Bengal border and 
this was the furthest limit of Qutb Shahi dominions in the north-east. In early 
1570s Bijapur and Ahmadnagar launched offensive against Berar and even 
raided Qutb Shahi territories up to Kamthana near Golconda*®. The allies were 
however repelled but soon in 1573, at the deadly battle at Kaulas, the Qutb 
Shahis were defeated although the fort was not occupied and the invaders 
retreated. Meanwhile Berar was also annexed in the Ahmadnagar kingdom Its 
removal meant that the buffer between Golconda and Ahmadnagar now ceased 
to exist and Ibrahim was forced to negotiate with Murtaza Nizam Shah against 
the incursions of Bijapur in Karnataka. At the same time, Ibrahim began 
expeditions to the South and in 1579 he captured the strong fort of Udaigiri. 
From there, he sent expeditions leading to the capture of Vinukonda, 
Kacharlakota and Kumbum and finally Kondavidu was occupied by Qutb 
Shahi forces. The same year Ali Adil Shah died, much to the relief of Ibrahim 
Qutb Shah. Taking advantage of the situation and hoping to end the Bijapuri 
menace, Qutb Shah and Nizam Shah invaded Biapur territory. A large army 
was sent towards Kakni and Navalki, which had been the bones of contention 


with Bijapur ever since the rule of Quli Qutb-ul-Mulk. Bijapur territory was 
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ravaged by allied forces and several forts were captured. However, the death of 
Ibrahim Qutb Shah in 1580, left the task of subduing Bijapur incomplete. 

Ibrahim was succeeded by his son Muhammad Quli Qutb-ul-Mulk (r. 
1580-1612) whose reign was marked by cultural uplift of the kingdom. It was 
during his reign that Qutb Shahis came in first contact with the Mughals. 
During 1595, the Mughals had besieged Ahmadnagar and the Nizam Shahis 
had been sent aid from both Bijapur and Golconda*’. Unable to reduce the fort, 
Mughals made a treaty by which they got Berar but left the bulk of Nizam 
Shahi territory intact. At the Battle of Sonpat in 1597, the allied forces of 
Ahmadnagar, Bijapur and Golconda suffered a defeat at the hands of Mughals. 
In 1610, Malik Ambar with the aid of Bijapur and Golconda succeeded for a 
short time in recovering Ahmadnagar city after ten years of Mughal rule. 

The closing years of Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah were discomforting 
and he had to face internal rebellions and soon the whole of southern region 
bordering on the Krishna, with the exception of Kondavidu, was lost to Qutb 
Shahis. Nevertheless, the reign of Muhammad Quli also witnessed the 
emergence of the town of Hyderabad and the famous Charminar, one of the 
grandest monuments of the region, was completed in (1590-91). 

Muhammad Quli was succeeded by his nephew Muhammad Qutb Shah 
( 1612-1626) at a time when the kingdom was passing through a crisis. There 
was the danger of Venkata Il of Vijayanagar trying to annex a portion of 
Tilangana, the Mughal threat was looming from the north as well. Emperor 


Jahangir was alarmed at the activities of Malik Ambar and successfully isolated 
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him of help from Bijapur and Golconda through diplomatic means. This 
isolation cost Malik Ambar the fort of Ahmadnagar, which was recovered by 
Mughals in 1616. The death of Malik Ambar and Muhammad Qutb Shah in 
1626, removed two main obstacles from the conquest of Deccan kingdoms by 
the Mughals and Shah Jahan was left free in his programme of subjugating 


them??, 


The Qutb Shahis and the Mughals: 

The downward trend begins for the Qutb Shahis with the accession of 
Abdullah Qutb Shah ( 1626-1672), the eldest son of Muhammad Qutb. At the 
same time, the new Emperor Shah Jahan had firsthand knowledge of the 
Deccan affairs and arrived in Burhanpur in 1630. Overawed by the onslaught 
of Mughals, both Biyapur and Golconda sent peshkash to the Emperor, but this 
did not prevent Shah Jahan from expanding Mughal power. The Nizam Shahis 
were soon eliminated from political scene and the last scion of the royal family 
was sent to Gwalior as a prisoner. 

Mughal presence also exerted pressure on Qutb Shahi territory 
bordering Orissa and the treaty of 1636 contained provisions under which 
Abdullah Qutb Shah had to become subservient to Mughal power and also 
replace the name of imams by the names of Caliphs in the khutba and had to 
mint coins in the name of Mughal Emperor. The period following 1636 was 
marked by Qutb Shahi expansion in the South aided by a policy of 


appeasement by Shah Jahan. 
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In 1656, after the defection of Muhammad Said, who had served as Mir 
Jumla of the Kingdom, to the Mughals, he was made a mansabdar of 5000. 
Prince Aurangzeb was ordered to march to Golconda for collecting arrears of 
peshkash. Golconda was besieged and in spite of conciliatory attitude of 
Abdullah, the siege went on till Abdullah accepted that he would be succeeded 
by his Mughal son-in-law Prince Muhammad Sultan. Soon after, the issue of 
Karnataka cropped up as Golconda claimed it to be theirs since it was the part 
of conquests of Mir Jumla of the Kingdom, while Mughals claimed that 
Muhammad Said was now a Mughal noble and therefore Karnataka formed his 
jagir*!. As no compromise was possible, the Mughals overran the whole region 
and occupied Karnataka. 

In 1672, Abdullah Qutb Shah died and after a palace intrigue the third 
son-in-law of the late Sultan named Sultan Abul Hasan was placed on the 
throne. Satyid Muzaffar who had led to his coronation was made Mir Jumla, 
but soon a rift emerged among the two and the King began to favour Mir 
Jumla’s secretary Madanna. At an opportune time, Madanna was made the Mir 
Jumla of the Kingdom. He started off by paying all peshkash to the Mughals. In 
1672 at the time of his accession, Shivaji was one of the strong figures in South 
India and soon he crowned himself at Raigarh in 1674. In 1672, he had 
extracted a large indemnity from Qutb Shahis and in 1677 he started a huge 
campaign which resulted in his complet control over lands south of 


Tungabhadra as far as Tanjore. Bijapur was going through a turmoil and Abul 
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Hasan offered help to Sikandar at the time of his accession in 1672 and at the 
same time allied with Shivaji. 

Aurangzeb became confident that time was ripe to wipe off the Deccan 
Sultanates and also check the growing Maratha power and arrived in person to 
Ahmadnagar in 1683. Bijapur which acted as a shield between Mughals and 
Golconda had to suffer the strain of a siege first. Bijapur was besieged by 
Prince Azam in 1685 and Abul Hasan promised Bijapur a large military help, 
which never came. Simultaneously, Prince Muazzam was ordered to invade 
Qutb Shahi territory’. Initially not much could be accomplished, but at the 
second battle of Malkher, the Qutb Shahi army was pushed back to its capital 
in 1686. Then began a series of defections of Qutb Shahi nobles to Mughals, 
which left Abul Hasan almost forlorn. In 1687, Aurangzeb himself arrived at 
Golconda and then began the complete investment of the fort which lasted 
about eight lunar months. The siege was protracted and famine conditions were 
staring in the face of Mughal army. There are many episodes relating to the 
siege which finally resulted in the capture of Golconda and captivity of Abul 
Hasan at Daulatabad. The final sultanate of Deccan was thus annexed in the 


Mughal Empire in 1687. 
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CHAPTER — III 


Farmans And Sanads of Deccan Sultans 


Origin and Nature of the Documents: 


The south expansion of the Muhammadans in the Deccan right from the 


times of Alauddin Khilji to Mughal emperor Aurangzeb not merely a military 


operation carried on by a series of warfare but virtually it had been -strategy. It 


had been political, victory and economic strategy involving a long term process 


a. 1 
of negotiation, convenarets . 


The subject dealt with in these documents may be broadly classified as 


below; 


1. 


2s 


a 


8. 


2; 


Grants enhancement decrease, termination and transfer of Jagirs 
Grants promotions reductions and termination and transfer of Jagirs. 
Dairies of the court 

Report on the posting and attendances of Mansabdar 

Report on the verification of Mansabdar and Jagirdarars 

Censes report 

Manuals of rules and regulations 

Accounts of the Mansabdar and Jagirdar 


Maintenance of Law and order 


10. Agreement between the government and Mansabdar and others in respect of 


identification branding of horses etc. 
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During the physical aspects of the documents these are the pieces of 
handmade papers of a good strength the prevalent size of these records is 4to 7 
but some of them Like Farman’s , Nishans, Wajul Arz etc. are of a size 
measuring to 32 x15 ,34x 17,25x12.5. 

The text has been written in black indelible Indian ink and the pen used 
is of a board point. The ink containing blue has provided a chance for the flows 
to get stack together’ It is on account of the some reason it has been noticed 
that in some cases the text of one documents impression on the other. But such 
types of accidental over print is form in case of a very small number of 
document. 

These documents are all in Persian written in Shikista style of writing. 
But some document like Farmans and Nishans are found in excellent Nastaliq. 

Every document generally years or in Terms of J//ahi months and 
Regnal years. In many cases the news of the days also indicated. Regnal years 
are correspondence to the Hijri Era. 

Some documents contain dates in Arabic as well as Ilahi months with 
Regnal and Hiyari years both in words and figures. There are always the date of 
subsequent official action taken in respect of a case.But all the grants of Jagirs 
are made in terms of Turks era. Which is a cycle solar weigh ment. The cycle 
of the Turkish Era compromise of twelve years, according to Al Barni this era 
has been devised by improving te syro Macedonian (The roman) era. Turks 
added into the older system and divided the whole by twelve the calendar 


showed the year of cycle. The Mughal chronicler Abul Fazal, further re— 
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examined etc and declared it error news by one year. He therefore proposed to 
added to add seven to the Maliki Era or the sejnqide system and divided the 
whole by twelve. The calendar would be the number of the year in the cycle 
which began from sijqan II or the mouse’ 

Most of the documents bears impression of seals. These seals are of a 
considerable variety original Farmans and Nishans have the impression of the 
seals of the Emperor and princes respectively. Other documents bear the seals 
of contains the year when it was engraved. As and when the rank or the title of 
some noble was enhanced a news seals of his news was engraved. Hence more 


than one seals of some nobles are traceable with different dates. 


Purpose: 

The nature of documents is generally indicated on the top beginning of it 
as Farmans, Nishans, Sayauha—i-Hazuri, Yaddishit Wagiah, Dastak and Arzo- 
o-Chehra etc. The variety of document is large yet a considerable span of it 
may be covered by Yaddashit or (memorandum ) as this document itself has 
several categories .There are or course many other type of document other then 


Yaddasht which may or may not have a sub category or its verifies They are as 


follows; 

Types of the papers Brief Definition 
1. Arz-o-chehra Descriptive Roll 
2. Awasiza Edger 

3. Barawurd A pay bill 
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4. Chitti 
5. Dastak 
6. Dastak—i-Rahdani 


7. Dastak—i-Sagati-i-Aspan 


8. Dastak-i-Tayiunat 


9. Dastak—i-dagh—o-Tashis 


10. Farmans 
11. Fehrishta—i-Mulaziman 


12. Hazir Zamini 


13. Hukum 


14. I/timas 


15. Igrar Nama 


16. Mahzar Nama 


17. Muchlak 


18. Nishan 


19. Parwancha 


20. Qabzul Wasul 


A chit 

Royal order 

Passport 

order regarding causality 
of Horses 

order of posting 

order relating to the 
verification 

A royal order 

List of imperial servants 
security of bond for 
personal Appearance 
Order 

Petition 

A brand 

A written collective 
attesting 

A security or indemnity 
bond 

Order issued by a 
number of a royal family 
Royal orders 


Acquaintances roll 
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21.Roznamcha 


22. Sanad 


23.Saqti Nama 

24. Saqti Huzur 

25. Saiyaha-i-Sawaneh 
26. Siyah-i-Waqai 

27. Saiyah-i-Chauki 
28. Saiyah-i-Tashihan 


29. Siyaha-i-Anwal 


30. Tumar 


31. Tumar-i-Hazirian 


32. Wajib-ul-Aoz 


Daily dairies relating to 
subjects like verification, 
or Attendance 

A written authority for 
holding either land or 
office 

a causality list of horses 
A court dairy 

An intelligences report 
A dairy of events 

Diary of events 

Master roll 

Details of the effects of 
artless decreased 

A document relating to 
account or congaing report 
Attendance roll 

Note submitted by an 
inferior to a superior 


seeking his order 


There are a considerable number of documents entitle by Yaddashit is an 


official memorandum issued on a verity of subjects .It may be noted that these 
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are certain set patterns of Yaddashit relating to almost every subject’. This 


collection comprises of Yaddishit relating to subject as specified below; 


Type 

1. Atai-i-Jagir 

2. Atai-i-Mansab 
3. Atai-i-Maratib 
4. Atai-i-Rozinan 
5. Atai-i-Tankhwah 
6. Atai-i-Alufa 

7. Atai-i-Yamiya 
8. Awraq-i-Cherha 
9. Behali-i-Mansab 


10. Bara-i- Yaumiy 


11. Bar-i-Mohar 
12. Bartarafi-Mansab 
13. Chauth 


14. Fauti Nama 


15. Farari 
16. Farahawri-i-Ghalla 
17. Ghair Hazir 


18. Hal Hasil 


Brief definition 
Grant of Jagirs 
Grant of Manasab 


Gradation of ranks 


Grants of daily Substance 


Grant of salary 
Grant of subsistence 


Grant of daily allowance 


Preparation of descriptive 


Restoration of Mansab 
An Restoration of daily 
Allowances 

Regarding seal 
Termination a Mansab 
Chauth 

A document stating the 
death of an enrolment 
Regarding the run away 
Supply of food grain 
Absences 


Actual revenue 
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19. Haqigat 

20. Hisab 

21. Ijari-i-Sayana 

22. [jari-i-Tankwah 
23. Ikhajant-i-Ahsham 
24. Inaam 

25. Isral-i-Ragam 


26. Izafa-i-Dihat 


27. Izafai-i-Tinkhwa 

28. Izafa-i-Manasab 

29. Kami-i-Tankhaw 

30. Kami-i-Mansab 

31. Kazana 

32. Mansabdaariya Shahi Mansabdar 
33. Maniyandat-i-Aspan 

34. Mulazamat 

35. Mumaniat—i-Amal-i-Waza 
36. Mardum-o-Bahaim Sheemari 
37. Peshkash 

38. Qiyan-da-jagir 

39. Rasid—i-Nishan 


40. Rawanagi-i-Aslaha 


Particulars of rank 
Account 

Issue of annual allowance 
Issue salary 

Expenditure of forces 
Grant of force land 
Remittance of salary 
Increase in the 
Assignment of village 
Increase in salary 

Increase in Mansab 
Decrease in salary 
Decrease in Mansab 
Treasury 

Who were conferred 
About horses 

Appearance in the court 
Prohibition of certain deduction 
Human and cultural Senses 
Offering tribute 
Permission to stay in Jagir 
Receipt of Nishan 


Dispatch in arms 
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41. Rukshat Leave 


42. Tafa Want difference 

43. Tajwuz-i-Jagir Assignments of Jagirs 
44. Tankhwa Salary 

45.Tashiha Master or verification 
46. Tasdiq—i-Huzuri Certificate of attendance 
47. Wasual-i-Khazana Receipt of treasury 

48. Zabita Regulation 


The multi form variety of these document manifests that they pertain to 
administrative branches like Sarrishit—i-Arbab-ul-Mal, Sarrishita—i-Arbab-ul- 
Tahwail, Sarrishta Bakhigari and Sarrishta—i-Istifa etc. Some of the document 
are original in the final form while a considerable number of the comprises 
official copies communicated from one branch of office to the other. The text of 
each documents has a traditional pattern and normally covers an action of a 
follow and in some cases the full space of two to three folios still document 
running over several folios are available which is mainly on account of 
enclosures. The unclusre and paginated with the main or in cooperated in the 


space available marginally around the main document”. 


The Darbar papers and a Miscellence of singular Documents: 
The scheme of the entire study has therefore been designed as below; 
This study includes such documents which 


e Related to the court or higher level of administration 
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e Statistical significances 

e Are singular in the sense that no other like document is found at least in any 
of the record series 

I. Farmans 

2. Nishan 

3. Sanad 

4. Parwancha 

5. Wajib ul arz 

6. Yadashit-i- Mulazamat 

7. Siyaaha—i- Huzuri 

8. Siyahaa Sawanch 

9. Siyaha-i-Waqai 


10. Dastur-ul-Amal and Zabita 


Miscellany 

1. Yaddashit maardum —o- Bahains shuyari 
2. Yaddishit-i-Izafa—Dihat 

3. Yaddasht-i-Tajwur—i-Zawreem 

4. Yaddisht-i-Tameerat 

5. Yaddishit Tope Khana 

6. Yaddishit-i-Chauth 

7. Yaddisht-i-Ghalla 


8. Yaddishit—i-Chehra 
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9. Yaddishit-i-Dagh 
10. Yaddishi-i-Mohan 
11. Dastak-i-Tagarrurand Rahdar 


12. Iqrar Nama 


Farmans 

A Farman is an edict or order issued by an oriental sovereign though the 
Farmans of all Medieval Indians rulers have the same basic patterns, yet they 
vary in details of form and style of writing diction and size etc. 

Farmans of the Deccan Sultanates are characteristically in them own 
design or format with the following main features. On the top following if it a 
religious phrase Allah-hu-Akbar in the Adil shahi Farmans Naad-i-Ali’s 
supersuted is which generally in vermilion colour. Below it them is a Tughra 
which pointed in vermillion colour with black dates any strokes covering a 
rectangular space of 70x5.5 cm. The text of Tughra has been detailed in the 
transcription, of the sample document given below®. The imperial seal is affixed 
on the right side of Tughra .This is a square seal is affixed of 5.7 cm bearing the 
monarch name and geneology’. 

The text of Farmans commence from below the seal any memorandum .it 
may be generally read into three sections all knit together in one or two complex 
sentence .The first section contains the history of the case or the name of the 
addressee the second the second carry actual order for which a Farman has been 
issued and the third section contains’. 


e Order to all those concerned 
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e the date 


The date is in either //ahi months and Regnal years or Arabic months with 
regular or Hijari year. It may be indicated either in figures or words or both or 
particularly in figures and particularly in word. 

A Farman may have many entries on at its back. The most important of 
these entries is [brata-i-Zuhari. This entry details the history of the case and full 
particulars of a grant such as the amount of grant the nature of grant and the 
place of grant etc’. 

Besides Zinan there may be other entries made by the Wagiah Naws any 
other official, the receipt of the copy of a Farman has also been acknowledge on 
its back in many cases such entries are made under the seal of the concerned 
official’®. 

1) Nishan literary Nishan means a sign signal, mark ,impression, an ensign a 
flag .In the administration of Deccan sultanates a Nishan is similar to a 
Farman in respect of it’s a Nishan is similar to a Farman in respect of its size 
and general form .The first two lines of Nisahan are shortened as it done is 


Farman. The main text is also similar to Farman. 


A Nishan is distinguishing form a Farman in respect of the following; 
1. Itis issued by Prime Minister whose seal is affixed authority. 


2. A Nishan contains two Tughras 
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According to the Farman of the emperor, the other below reads, the 


exalted Nishan of the prince so and so the colour scheme of the Tughras of these 


Nishan varies from prince to prince 


Sanad: 


A Sanad is a document conveying to an individual, any enrolments, titles, 


privileges, office to the government rights to revenue formulating under the seal 


of a ruling authority. A Sanad generally relates to grantees either of lands or 


cash. Such Sanads have the following main features; 


1. 


Zs 


0; 


The seal of the granting authority 

The name of grantee 

The nature of grant as Inaam, Madad-i-Maash etc. 

The particular of grant such as specification of the land or the revenue 


collection. 


. The condition of the grants like obligation or exemption from certain taxes. 


The administrative authorities who had to take action in such grants. 


. The duties of the grantee consequent on such grants. 


The action required by the administrative authorities concerned 


Date 


10. In some cases the dateable of a grantee are supplied on the back of a Sanad 


in the form of Zinun or [brst-i-Zuhur or Zuhr. 
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Parwana or Parwancha: 


A Parwancha is an administrative document issued by a Sultan or a noble. 
In respect of its form and significances it is like a Sanad normally a Parwancha 
is issued in the name of a Sultan king. Later in Mughal administration it was 
called a Parwancha as well it be as the seal of the issuing authority’. 

A Parwancha deals with subject like grant or enhancement of Jagir, 
Mansab or the sanction of salary etc. sometimes a Parwancha is issued by way 
of talked of a reminding injunctions. 

The text of Parwancha comprises several items it opens with the list of 
address like Deshmukhs Deshpande etc. Then the nature and condition of grant 
are detailed, it ends with instructions to the address as well as the grantees. The 
date is recorded at the end like a Farman and Sanad a Parwancha also contains 
Zinuns on the reverse which holds the history and detailed particulars of the 
grants. 

The Parwancha described in this study are attested copies retained in the 
office of the Bakshi—ul-Mulki (A.P. State Archives) these copies therefore very 
in their form their original Yaddashit—i-Wagqaih or Machalka etc. incorporated at 


: 12 
their ends as relevant enclosure ~. 


Wajib-ul-Arz: 

A Wajib-ul-Arz is a sort of note submitted an inferior it’s a superior 
seeking order in respect in the note. The items regarding which orders are sought 
are put up in separate columns .The name of the petition who submitted a Wajib- 


ul-Arz in given on the top of the document at the beginning the text the first 
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items opens with the phrase Awwal Anke (the first is that) and all subsequent 
items are detailed with the opening phrase Digar Anke (the other is that) Each 
item ends with phrase like Har Che Hukum. 

Space is left blank at the end of each itemed for recoding the orders issued 
in respect of each items . A Wajib-ul-Arz is presumed to be presented to the king 
or any other appropriate authority by an Arz Begi and the others weltered by the 
authority are entered in the space provided below each items'’. It is seen that 
orders are recorded under a superscription Allahu Akbar. It is in this way a 
Wajib-ul-Arz is written in these different hands. 

The dates of such orders are recorded at the end of the orders respecting 


the last!*. 


Yaddasht-i-Mulazamat: 

A Yaddasht-i-Mulazamat is a memorandum recoded in respect of a person 
who has been privileged to pay respect to a emperor or his viceroy as the case 
may be by personally appearing in the Darbar. He had however to present by 
way of offering or Nisar some gold coins or jewelry or other suitable articles of 
gift or at least a little amount of money”. 

An analysis of hundred of Yaddisht-i-Mulazamat has revealed the 
following salient features of this document; 

** It contains the name of the person who had the opportunity of Mulazimat or 
paying respect by personally appearing in the Darbar. 


“¢ The names of his father or a close reference 
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“* His rank in the Mansabdari system is shown in terms of Zat and Sawar 
immediately under his names 

“* The place of his officer posting where he come from 

«* The debacles of offering are indicated under a sub heading Nisar and offering 
in kind like jewelry horses book etc. are shown under a different sub heading 
Peshkash. 

“* This document also bears the dates of appearance in the Darbar such date is 

generally recorded with reference to the Regnal year only on the back side of 

the document but dates have casually been specified both in word and figures 

with corresponding Hijara year on the top margin of Yaddasht—i-Mulazamat 


in the form of an endorsement?®. 


A Yaddasht-i-Mulazamat generally bears endorsement regarding its 
perusal as Mulazamat Namood or Ba-Nazar-Dar Amad by the concerned 
authorities and sometimes regarding its entry into other relevant document like 
Siyahari-i-Huzur etc. Most of the documents like Siyahar-i-Huzur etc. Most of 
the document these categories have superscriptions as Allahu Akbar or 


sometimes some symbolic stroke standing for Bismillah'’. 


Siyaha —i- Huzur: 

Siyaha-i-Huzur as a diary of a day to day happening at the court, it 
recorded the Sultan’s movements and utterance. A Huzur Nawis was appointed 
to record Siyaha—i-Huzur. A Huzur Nawis has been referred to a Wagiah Nawis 
normally quite a good number ten to fourteen of such news writers were 


appointed at the court two of them were required to be present every day. They 
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recorded in the diary whatever the king said or died and whatever the officers 
brought to his notice similarly they recorded all matters related to the routine life 
of the king such has his appearing at the hall of public audience and retaining to 
palaces his entailment public function and like. 

A Siyaha-i-Huzur prepared in this way was supervised by an Amir of 
high rank present in the Darbar. The some Amir would place this document 
before the king for approval. After the approval of the king it was passed over to 
the clerks who prepared copies of each order and report contained in the Siyaha— 
i-Huzur. Subsequently it was handed over to the person or the officer concerned 
for record. It was sign by the Parwancha the Mir Arz and the Amir who had laid 
the before the king the report this pre pared was called Yaddasht. 

Subhadars of the provinces in this capacity of viceroy also kept such 
diaries which were also called Siyaha-i-Huzur. The document bears its title, 
Siyaha-i-Huzur on the top. Below it the title Siyaha-i-Huzur on the top. Below It 
the name of the month and the Regnal year is indicated under which the name of 
the week is day comes the dates'’. The name of the day on the first folio is 
recorded in along hand stretched from margin to margin, but on subsequent folio 
it is made short and written close to the name of the month which is just below 
the titles. The total number of folios indicated on the first folio in Arabic 
numerical sign. In case of single folio document the number is indicated by the 
word forwarded in case of two folio with the word far den, in case of several 
documents the word are precedes the Arabic numerical indicative of the total 


number of flows. All the subsequent folios bears number in Arabic figures”. 
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Each folios bears an endorsement on the upper margin reading Ba Nazar 
Dar any and meaning seen which is made by the appearing authority as 
discussed above. 

The first item indicated by the word Awwal Anke or the first is that. The 
rest of the items are preceded with the word Digar Anke to there is that generally 
these phrases are shortened to Awwal and Digar only but they are written in a 
long hand as to run from Marin to margin”’. 

As the Siyaha-i-Huzur is record of all the orders issued from the court it 
includes the material which subsequently become the main text of several other 


document like Yaddasht—i-Mulazamat, Nishan, Parwancha. 


Siyahari-i-Sawanch: 

Siyaha literally means blackness hence it to used for anything written. 
Sawanch means accident occurs or events Siyaha—i-Sawanch is therefore news 
report. These news report or newsletters may contains account of the occurrence 
of a place Sawanch Nigas (news written or intelligences were appointed through 
the administrative of the empire sultanate. 

A Siyaha-i-Sawanch reporting events of place may comprise news 
variably of official and unofficial nature. It may record the sultan’s inspection of 
elephants as one item and the other items may be an incident of thee ding in a 
private house, the third may be a report about an elopement while the fourth may 


be a summary trial of case at a police 
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Siyah-i-Waqai: 

Siyaha waqai is also a news report much similar to Siyah—i- Swanch in 
form and contents An analysis of several Siyaha-i-Waqai pertaining to the 
Medieval period of Muhammdan invasion in the Deccan several that this 
documents was as good a news report as Price diary, the event contained in a 
Siyaha-i-Waqai relate in one way or the other to the matters of law and order or 
other such subject which are the prediction of police this document has 
sometimes been referred to as Siyaha-i-Waqai. 

It appears from the content of Siyah—i-Wagqai describe in this study that 
these were recorded under the office of Kotwal some administrative matters like 
the appointment of Karoris should have been included in Siyaha—i-Waqai for the 
reason that information on such matters was communicated to the Kotwali for 


sues : 22 
administrative reasons. 


Dastur-ul—Amal and Zabita: 

Literally a Dastur means a model. Hence, Dastur-ul-Amal literally means 
a model for executing a work. The word Zabita literally means that which lord 
firm. In administration it means a rule these two terms have several other 
numbers which move round their base administrative rules and regulation. 

The words Dastur-ul-Amal and Zabita have been used as equivalent way 
by the compilers of Dastur-ul-Amal-i- Zawabit. 

Dastur and Zabit are inter related to concluded that a Zabita in 


subservient to a Dastur. 
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Later in the Deccan the Mughal government farmed Dastur-ul-Amal 
(some time curly turned as Dastur only) and Zabit set as of regulation and rulers 
governing various aspects of administration. There are many types of Dastur and 
Zabit as for instance Dastur-ul-Amal—i-Mansabdaran, Dastur-ul-Amal-i-Naqdi 
and Dastur-ul-Amal-i-Karkhanijat. Similarly there are Zabites like Zabita-i- 
Hazur Zabita—i-Tashiha, Zabita-i-Aqli Zabita-i-Shash Mah etc. 

A Dastur-ul-Amal and Zabita are framed by an imperial authority and it 
is incorporated in the Yaddasht-i-Waqai together with the orders of their 
approval. Dastur is referred to as Dastur—i- Sabiq or the precious Dastur and the 
new Dastur is normally referred to as Dastur. 

Most of the documents included in this miscellany are either in the form 
of Yaddasht (memorandum) or Dastak (order) : 

This miscellany includes Yaddasht relating to at least ten different 


subjects as below; 


1) Yaddishit —i- Mardum —o-bahairn shameri :- 


It includes a report on the human and cattle censes. Human cense is indicated in 
terms of Raaya which probably stood for a house hold while cattle censes has 


been medicated in terms of Gawan which should stand for all sorts. 


2) Yaddishit -1-Izafa-i- dihat 


As evident from various types of document like Farman, Sanad 
Parwancha etc. The Jagir grants were made to the nobles on the condition that to 
would make their efforts to increase the population and agriculture of the area 
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under their prediction and shall populate new village as well memoranda were 


recovered regarding such newly settled villages with reference to Pargana. 


3) Yaddasht-i- Tajwur —-i- Zamani 


This is a peculiar document and no information regarding its nature is 
traceable in contemporary literature .from the content of this Yaddasht the 
apparent that such document was extended for the utilization of the cultivable 
land either by bringing it under agriculture or by using it for gardening the 
proportion between the two ways of land utilization was made clear in specific 
terms such proportion was further elucidated with previous proportions if fixed 
any time in the past. The vast area of more than 1.5 lakh Bighas covered by this 
document suggest that similar document should have been in respect of other 


Pargana as wete. 


4) Yaddasht +- Tameerat 


Tameerat (construction) stood for public work or to be more precise the 
work of constructions construction could be civil or military secular or religion. 
If however these were official construction the memoranda regarding such works 


would be officially issued. 


5) Yaddashit -i- Tope Khana 


Tope khana was the department of a estuary. Every branch of the sub 
office or field agency connected with artily was uniform ally called a Tope 


Khana there were the follwing branches of Tope Khana. 
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1. The manufacturing branch 
2. The magazine or ordinance branch 
3. The Field artillery in actual use 


4. The gun is use in the fortresses. 


Tope Khana was headed by an imperial Khansa man or lord steward. He 
was further helped by a Darogha or Mir Atish 


A Yaddasht-i-Tope Khana relates to the matters of Tope Khana 


6) Yaddishit —i-Chauth 


A Yaddasht relating to Chauth 


7) Yaddishit —i- Ghaala 


Food storage was one of the important concern of administration as well 
as the strategy of Deccan sultans at the stronghold were with granaries stored up 
with food grain granaries had their own problems of storage, distribution and in 
many cases disposal of very overall; control of the Tahawildar of store and were 
immediately maintained by a super dent called Darogha-i-Ghalla. Yaddasht-i- 


Ghalla relates to the affairs of such granaries. 


8) Yaddasht-i- Chehra 


Chehra literary means face or countenance. In administration Chehra 
means description of features of a person, animal, jewellary, weapons or 


anything. A Chehra is therefore defined as descriptive roll or identification roll. 
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Such roll were recorded for the entries personal under administration and for all 


such items as detailed above and kept in treaties, adrenals and other store houses. 


9) Yaddishit-i-Dagh 


Dagh (branding was method of periodical verification of horses. 


10) Yaddishit-i-Mohar 


Seal were officially assigned to the Deccan sultanates administration 
under special orders of the sultan or any other competent authority .A separate 
department of seals was, maintained. Seal were changed or cancelled under 
special orders of the sultan. A Yaddasht Mohar relates to the grant change, 


suspension or cancellation of seal and other matters relating to seal. 


11)Dastaka-Tagarrur and Rahdari 


Dastak in Mughal administration it was a document which could be a 
passport a summon or which could be taken by an ambient to some other office 
or place in connection with some administration action. A Dastak—i-Tagarrur is 


an appointment order given to an incumbent. A Dastak—i-Rahdari 1s a passpott. 


Contents of Various Farmans and Sanads etc.: 

These farmans are valuable from various points of view. Some Adil 
Shahi and Qutb Shahi farmans are, no doubt, available but the Bahmani and 
Barid Shahi documents are extremely rare. The collection and publication of 


these documents will therefore go a long way in filling a gap in the history of 
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archival development in the Deccan. Authentic and reliable specimens of 
farmans and other documents, royal seals, Arabic versions appearing on the top 
of the Farmans, endorsements made by different authorities of nomenclature of 
different posts, details about the titles, special features of the script used and, 
above all, references to events of historical and political significance will be 
witnessed in this collection. These documents conclusively prove that a 
genuine spirit of tolerance permeated the administration of the Deccan 
sovereigns. The higher posts were equally shared by non-Muslims, who were 
honoured with high titles and grants; their languages, viz. Marathi and Telugu, 
were freely employed in royal mandates and official nothings”’. 

It is to be noticed that abwabs (cesses) current in the Deccan kingdoms 
are rarely to be met with anywhere in the Mughal documents. The next thing 
that draws our attention is that Shahji Bhonsle has been addressed as ‘son’ 
(4558) and ‘Maharaj’ (¢!b4). His complete honorific epithets are given as 
follows: 

0908 CSAS Lg GLal gd Cal ga crac olXial yo Ged) 9 Crclad 
ali Od 5 ililine Gist! od Gb sls 
Aida gg go old chy Lge gaila 6 5 Lill AL all GS) Ghd VI 

“The abode of intrepidity and grandeur; the support of faithful friends, 
the model of devoted well-wishers; the cream of tribes and companions; the 
essence of peers and contemporary nobles; the pillar of the mighty state, my 


son, Maharaj, Shahji Bhonsle.” 
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These epithets have been employed in the following farmans of the Adil 
Shahi Sultans: 
(a) Farman No. 2. A.R. 5084, dated 9" Zigada 1051 A. H. (30" January 1642). 
Pr. p. 11. 
(b) Farman No. 4. A.R. 5080, dated 6"" Jamadi I, 1068 A. H. (30" June 1658). 
Pr. p. 14. 
(c) Farman No. 6. A.R. 5082, dated 22" Jamadi I, 1071 A.H. (13" January 


1661). Pr. p. 17. 


Ekoji Bhonsle, the son of Shahji Bhonsle, has also been addressed as 
‘son’ and ‘Maharaj’ which shows that he enjoyed all the titles of his father. The 
under mentioned farmans of Adil Shahi Sultans contain references to him. 
(a) Farman No. 7. A.R. 5079, 11" Rajab, 1074 A.H. (29" January 1664). Pr. p. 
18. 
(b) Farman No. 13. A.R. 5118, 16" Jamadi II, 1082, A-H. (10" October 1671). 


Pr. p. 24. 


Likewise, Afzal Khan the Sipah Salar of the Carnatic has also been 
addressed as a “rightly guide son” (45 4 4)) 
Such references are available in the following Adil Shahi Farmans: 
(a) Farman No. 2. A.R. 5084, 9" Zigada, 1051 A.H. (30 January 1642). Pr. p. 
ine 
(b) Farman No. 4. A.R. 5080, 6" Jamadi I, 1068 A.H. (30" June, 1658). Pr. p. 


14. 
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Affectionate terms have been employed by the Qutb Shahi Sultans for 
those who were loyal to the throne and had rendered meritorious services to the 
State. For instance see [Serial no. 14, dated 12"" Rabi I, 1095 A.H. (is" 
February 1684 A.H.)] where Madu Bhanji, majmuadar is mentioned as the 
“illustrious son of His Imperial Majesty” ( Usi-4 ais 55) 24 54). 

All these farmans are of an average size. Very few of them are gold- 
sprinkled. In a few Farmans some words are written in gold. Some of them are 
accompanied by their Telugu version below the Persian text. Some are in 
Shikasta hand without any distinguishing dots. The language is business-like 
but generally dignified and the rhythmic short sentences have a pictorial effect. 
The seals used are of different sizes and cuts, and the calligraphy is attractive, 
but some of them are not legible. 

Major parts of the text of these Farmans have been deciphered, but some 
words which remain undeciphered have been marked with a sign of 
interrogation or some space has been left blank. The seals in most cases could- 
not be correctly deciphered . 

Some of the significant documents and farmans may be summarized as 
follows: 

1. Farman of Firoz Shah Bahmani (800-825) A.H. (1397-1422) regarding the 
grant of land as Inam to Maulana Muhammad Qazi at qasba Kalyanabad. It 
is one of the oldest if not the oldest, Persian document available in India. 


The date occurring in the later addition of the farman corresponds with the 
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reign of Sultan Ahmad Shah, brother and successor of Firoz Shah who 
reigned from 825 to 838 A.H. (1422 to 1435). 

2. Farman of Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani dated 1‘ Jamadi II, 894 A.H. (2™ 
May 1489 A.D) granting land to Muhibbullah and his issues as trustees for 


the expenses of the sacred shrine of Hazrat Shah Niamatullah. 1014-11 


This document bears a few illegible seals. In this arman these significant 
words are used: “If anybody interferes with the management of this grant, may 
the curse of God be upon him. 

3. Photographic copy of a document regarding the presentation of a volume of 
the Holy Quran by the wife of Yaqut, the protégé of Ibrahim Adil II (d. 
1037-1627), for the purpose of recitation at the shrine of Hazrat Sayyid 
Muhammad Gesu Daraz, the famous saint of Gulbarga (d. 825 A.H. = 1422 
A.D.). It bears the seal of Yaqut 1018 A.H. (1610 A.D.). 

4. Farman of Muhammad Adil Shah-dated 1067 A.H. (1656 A.D.), dated g" 
Ziqada 1051 A.H. (30" January 1642) regarding the appreciation of the 
services rendered by Shahji Bhonsle in the Carnatic and the orders to co- 
operate with the newly-appointed officers, Rahmat Khan, Afzal Khan and 
Ghazi Khan. 

5. Farman of Ali Adil II-dated 1083 A.H. (1672 A.D.) dated 6™ Jamadi I, 1068 
A.H. (30" June 1658) bearing the royal seal, ordering Shahji Bhonsle to co- 


operate with Afzal Khan, the newly-appointed Governor of the Carnatic. 
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6. A gold- sprinkled arzdasht submitted by Shahji Bhonsle to Ali Adil II 
regarding the release of the Guru (probably Ramdas, the spiritual master of 


Shivaji) and for receiving the presents and arrears. 


Shahji reports to Ali Adil Shah IT how the Naik fell upon him with a 
large army and how he was repulsed by him. Subsequently the Guru’s 
followers besieged the fort at Devannapatam and were compelled to flee. Again 
they offered resistance but due to shortage of food and provision they had to 
offer submission. 

This document has no date, but the facts show that it should have been 
prepared between 1071 A.H. and 1073 A.H. (1660 and 1662 A.D.) when 
Shivaji was at large in the Carnatic and Siddi Jauhar openly revolted against his 
master, Adil Shah I, and joined Shivaji against him. 

7. Farman of Ali Adil II, dated 22™ Jamadi I, 1071, A.H. 13" January 1661) 
directing Chokal Nakappa Naik of Madura to remit his peshkash to Shahji 


Bhonsle. 


In this Farman Shahji has been addressed with high-sounding and 
honorific titles and epithets. It is to be noted that the term “farzand” has been 
used for him. In those days this term was meant for those whose services were 
exceedingly commendable and meritorious. We know that the title of “farzand” 
was granted to Feroz Jung by Aurangazeb when Bijapur was conquered at his 
hand. Some documents show that Afzal Khan and Madu Bhanji were also 


honoured with the same title for their services. 
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8. Farman of Ali Adil II, dated 11" Rajab, 1074 A.H. (29" January 1664) 
offering condolence to Ekoji Bhonsle, son of Shahji, on the death of his son 
and directing him to co-operate fully with Nawab Abdur Rahim Bahlol 
Khan, Commander-in-chief of the army. 

9. Farman of Abul Hasan Tana Shah addressed to Ram Raj and other officials 
for settlement of the township and exemption of trustees from the payment 
of “Zakat” and other taxes and duties. It bears the royal seal on the top and 
a Telugu script referring to the same grant. 

10. Farman of Abul Hasan Tana Shah regarding the grant of land and trees for 


maintenance of a temple and ancillary religious purposes. 


It may here be mentioned that the Bahmani, the Qutb Shahi and the Adil 
Shahi Farmans as well as the orders issued by the Maratha rulers bear an era 
called “Shuhur San” which is written in Arabic character. This era like the Fasli 
and the Hijri had been introduced by Muslim rulers of the Deccan and it 
commences from the month of June when the monsoon breaks and the 


cultivators start sowing seeds in their fields. 


1. FARMANS AND SANADS OF THE BAHMANIS. 


Farman No.1 /A.R. No. 7994 25" Zigada, 808 A.H. /14"" May, 1406 A.D. 
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Farman of Feroz Shah Bahmani bearing tughra and 10yal seal regarding 
the grant of land as inam, situated at qasba Kalyanabad, in perpetuity to 


Maulana Muhammad qazi with later renewal of the grant. 


Farman No. 2 A.R. No 870 A.H./1465 A.D 
Photographic copy of the farman of Muhammad Shah II (Bahmani) 
addressed to the officers of Muhammadabad conveying orders for the grant of 
Malhur for the maintenance of the mausoleum of Hazrat Shah Nimatullah in 
favour of Amirzada Muhibbullah, Superintendent of the said mausoleum 
exempting him from the payment of all kinds of texes. 
The farman bears the seal of Khwaja Jahan (Mahmud Gawan) and 


others. 
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Farman No.3/A.R. 9" Jamadi I 883 Hijri /August, 1478. 

Farman of Abul Muzaffar Shamsuddin Humayun Shah bearing tughra 
regarding the royal approval of the succession (sajjadagi) and stating that 
during the life time of Minalla, he had not only nominated the succession to 
Kallimullah but had entrusted the responsibilities and duties of sajjadagi. In this 
regards royal orders were also issued. As such Kallimullah may perform the 


duties as per the provious practice. 
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Farman No.4/A.R 7" Shawwal 893 H. A.D.1487 
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Farman of Shihabuddin Mahmud, addressed to, Hakim-i-Shara (Qazi) 
and present and future officers (Karkuns) of Ahsanabad, informing that they 
should act as per the farman and ahadnama (agreement) of Mirza Habibuddin 
Shah Muhibulla Husaini. 

Meanwhile, Miyan Abd Muhammad s/o Ahmad has brought another 
farman about which Shah Muhibullah is not aware of. In this farman it is stated 
that Miyan Safirullah has no right to serve (bandagi) to Makhdum-i-Jahani 
(Khwaja Banda Nawaz). 

However, in this regard, the writing to Makhdum-i-Jahani along with 
royal farman is available with Mir Safirullah. 

The farman which Abd Muhammad had obtained contrary to the facts, 
may be treated as cancelled. In the earlier Farmans and in the ahadnama, it is 
stated that, Miyan As karullah and Miyan Abd Muhammad should both equally 
perform the duties of anniversaries, etc., and should not spend the money (of 
the grant) for their personal use. They should have due consideration and 
concession for the poor and religious people for feeding them from the lungar. 

If the said persons fail in their duties, a mahzar (public 
attestation/complaint) should be submitted the with seal of the qazi, so that 
whoever is at fault could be removed from the said duties. 

If any one brings any farman, against these orders, should not be 


considered as valid. 
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Farman No. 5/A.R.No — 1" Jamadi II, 894 A.H./2" May, 1489 A.D. 
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Photographic copy of the Farman of Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani 
issued in the name of the officials of Muhammadabad city, bearing Imperial 
orders granting 5250 bighas of land in the village of Malhar to Muhibbullahand 
his issues as trustees for the expenses of the sacred shrine of Hazrat Shah 
Niamatullah. 


Bearing the royal seal and seals of officials. 


Farman No. 6/A.R 7" Shaban, 720 H/26" Feb. 1514. 

Orders to Malyakar, Saiyid Jafar and Khan-i-Azam Azhdaha Khan, 
thanedar of Shahabad, naib-thanedar and karkuns, both present and future, of 
the city of Ahasannabad, informing that some villages which are detailed 
below, have been assigned to meet the expenditure of the tomb of Hazarat 


Gesudaraz. Mauza Bhinoli; mauza Bhiru Morchi and mauza Talaktur. These 
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villages along with the following taxes are continued by the orders of the 
diwan-i-ali. The taxes are; kanokana (?), alufa misel; chawarana, fruits of the 
Naryal tree tamarind; zakat, bhat; begar, farmaesh, zakat-i-ghalla, ajanas etc. 

It is further directed that the grant of villages for the said pargana, as 
existing in 714 (1513-14) should also be continued during the yea 715 (1514- 


15) of the Shuhursun 
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Farman No. 7/A.R 

Seals Undated 

Orders to the hakim, thanedar, and kotwal, of the city of Ahsanabad 
informing that some family members of late Mian Safirullah are doing mischief 
and causing inconvenience to the people and the poor. Further, the son of 
Yadullah has acquired forcibly the land lying at the south of the tombs of 
Gesudaraz and Nanni Bibi and are trying to open a door on the western sideand 


piling material towards the side of the tomb of Mian Safirullah. Hence, 
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Farman No. 10./A.R. No. Date illegible, worm-eaten 

Photographic copy of the document belonging to Bahmani reign 
regarding the grant of one chawar of land (120 bighas) in perpetuity, free of 
cesses as inam in the city of Muhammadabad to Ali Shah (pirzada). 


Bearing illegible seals. At the bottom there is a Modi e xt bearing on the 


said grant. 


2. ENGLISH SUMMARIES OF FARMANS OF THE BARID SHAHIS 
Farman No. 1/A. R. No. 1" Safar, 961 A. H/6" January, 1554 A.D 
Photographic copy of the farman of Sultan Ali Barid I, addressed to the 
revenue officers of the pargana of Patalchore, for the grant of inam in favour of 
Hazrat Shaikh Muhammad Multani, son of Sulaiman, in the village of Kanjaral. 
The farman bears illegible seals. 
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Farman No. 2/A. R. No 9" Jamadi I, 962 A.H./1" April, 1555 A. D. 


94 


Photographic copy of a deed of trust granted by Barid Shah I, to Shaikh 
Badruddin, for the upkeep of the shrine of Shaikh Muhammad Multani, at 
Muhammadabad-—Bidar. 


Bearing the royal seal and seals of officials. 


3. ENGLISH SUMMARIES OF FARMANS AND SANADS OF THE 


ADIL SHAHIS. 


Farman No. 1./A.R.No. 15” Zigada, 1018 A.H/30" January, 1610 A.D. 
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Photographic copy of a document with regard to presenting a volume of 
the Holy Quran by the wife of Yaqut, the protégé of Ibrahim Adil II, to be used 
for recitation at the shrine of Hazrat Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz, the saint 
of Gulbarga. 


Bearing the seal of Yaqut. 
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Farman No. 2./ A. R. No. 5084. 9” Ziqada, 1051 A.H. 30" January, 1642 A.D. 


2 
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Farman of Muhammad Adil Shah in respect of the appreciation of the 
services rendered by Shahji Bhonsle in the Carnatic and the orders for him to 
co-operate with the newly-appointed officers Rahmat Khan, Afzal Khan and 


Ghazi Khan. 


Farman No. 3/A.R. 11" Jamadi I 1052 H. /1643 A.D. 


ile 


trip 
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(Bearing Panja and seal of the Sultan) 

Farman of Muhammad Adil Shah, addressed to Shah Asadullah, setting 
the dispute of succession to Khwaja Banda Nawaz. It states that the 
representation of Shah Asadullah s/o Asadullah Hussain, was received through 
his wakil by the Sultan. After due consideration it has been decided that Shah 
Manjla, is not the rightfull her (waris) as per the share. It is therefore directed 
that Shah Asadullah should take charge of the responsibility of the sajjadagi, in 
accordance with the will of his elders. He should not bother about the petitions 
and peshkash being submitted by Shah Manjla, which will not be accepted. The 


Sultan taking oath states that he likes truth in this regard. 


Farman No. 4./A.R.No. 2” Zilhijja, 1066 A. H. /23™ September, 1656 A.D. 

Photographic copy of the farman of Muhammad Adil Shah in respect of 
the grant of four chawars of land, one from different districts by way of inam to 
Shah Abdul Qadir son of Hazrat Shah Badruddin Sharifullah Qadri. It also 
contains details that the grant of land was subjected to the usual Government 
dues, while the ready money (cash amount) procured from different heads is 
permitted to be enjoyed by the grantee. 


The farman bears illegible seals. 
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Farman No. 5./ A. R. No. 5080. 6” Jamdi I, 1068 A.H. /30" June, 1658 A.D. 
Farman of Ali Adil II, bearing the royal seal, ordering Shahji Bhonsle to 


co-operate with Afzal Khan, the newly-appointed Governor of the Carnatic. 
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Farman No. 6./ A. R. No. 5120. 
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A gold sprinkled arazdasht (petition) submitted by Shahji Bhonsle to Ali 
Adil Shah II, reporting that the people of Tanjore had requested him through 
Naru Pandit to release the Guru after receiving a present. He further adds that 
he had recovered the arrears from Dek Sek, but the tribute could not be realized 
on account of the misunderstanding created by Itemad Rao. 

Shahji further explains that the Telingas and Wakib Naik fell upon him 


with a huge army to create disturbance and to stop the realization of revenue. 
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But he being a true and loyal servant of his master launched an attack with his 
strong and well-equipped army and defeated them In the meanwhile he was 
informed that the followers of the Guru had besieged the fort at Devannapatam, 
but they were compelled to flee. 

The followers of the Guru organized their resistance again in the fortress 
of Arni, but their food supplies were cut off and no provisions could reach 


them and they had to offer submission. 


Farman No. 7/ A. R. No. 5082. 22” Jamadi I, 1071 A.H. 13" Jan. 1661 A.D. 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah II, directing Chogal Nagappa, Naik of Madura, 
to remit his peshkash to Shahji Bhonsle and Hasan Ambar Khan who were 


officially authorised to supervise the administration of the territories of Madura 


and Tanjore. 


The Farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 8./A.R. No. 5079. 11" Rajab, 1074 A.H. 29" Jan.1664 A.D 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah II, offering condolence to Ekoji Bhonsle (son 
of Shahji Bhonsle) on the death of his son and directing him to co-operate with 


Nawab Abdur Rahim Bahlol Khan, Commander-in-Chief of the armies, 
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informing him that a Farman bearing the royal panja impression of the palm 
will be issued later. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 9./A.R. No. 5081. 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah IJ, granting desmukhi and deshkulkarni of the 
pargana Muhammadabad to Ekoji Bhonsle. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 10./A.R. No. 5083. 
Farman of Ali Adil Shah II, in respect of the grant of the Kobarkab 
village to Ekoji Bhonsle, sone of Shahji Bhonsle. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


104 


‘pl oh eee aie hat a 
ite a ae 5,4! OL3 ee Be er isa Os Ss 

ALi gg? ene cnelizu! Ans > 9) he Cae as act gee wile e' : 
edsles odge,5 y te SLL! 9 s\gscj “A ee GF OE GUE Ge al ee 
agll ple dred 9 (45 55 Anle AS 5595 34 cae aS Lk or ~ ae ans 
= Baye) SLs eR es ic si a 


=<Sue tee, Me teil ety laa, me 
Fel Osi orth Cpl peek sats 5 oe 1 


Farman No. 11/A.R. No. 5117 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah II, regarding the grant of hereditary posts of 
dehsmukhi and deshkulkarni of the Qadirabad and Balvansur parganas together 
with the grant of the village of Kudnur as inam to Ekoji Bhonsle, son of Shahyji 
Bhonsle. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 12./A.R. No. 5119. 16" Zigqada, 1074 A.H. 31" May, 1664, A.D. 


Farman of Ali Adil Shah II, conveying Imperial orders, to the effect that 
Islampur alias Bangalore, has been granted to Ekoji Bhonsle with the authority 
to realise the abwabs (cesses), except on tobacco. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 
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Farman No. 13./A.R. No. 94. 1 Muharram, 1076 A.H. 4" July, 1665, A.D. 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah II issued in the name of Siddi Ibrahim the 


hawaldar of Nusratabad, enjoining the revenue officials and the inhabitants of 
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Anab Buzurg not to interfere in the grant of Shaikh Ishaq Sahib, residing in 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 14./A.R. No. 5118. 16” Jamadi II, 1082 A.H. 10" Oct. 1671 A.D. 
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Farman of Ali Adil Shah II bearing, orders for the grant of territories 


known by the name of Mulak Jagdev and other villages, etc., together with the 
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desmukhi of pargana Aund and also granting an inam to Ekoji Bhonsle in 
exchange of his former grant. He was also ordered that he should remit to the 
royal treasury the difference bet ween the income of the old and the new grant. 


The farman bears the seal of Sultan Ali Adil Shah. 


Farman No. 15./A.R.No. 7460. 23” Rajab, 1089 A.H. 31" August, 1678 A.D. 
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Farman of Sultan Sikandar Adil Shah addressed to revenue officials of 
Nusratabad regarding the grant of inam in perpetuity to Pitaji Lakshman Sen, 
Desai and deskulkarni, from the village of Koparla Buzurg with authority to 
realise the abwabs (cesses) except on tobacco. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


4. ENGLISH SUMMARIES OF FARMANS AND SANADS OF THE 
QUTB SHAHIS. 


Farman No. 1./A.R. 26” Jamadi II 989 H. 


Syd gag dew JU! Sole - rs 
Gye yon; Se Diyenve 

Sl ayge Cel Amery - 
Copan plail Ang yo p95 dedali Siem sggltstian aber digeuys 
asfed 9 oslé pod Ae aed gag Ae GUN Gole - py Shitul fT Opem ols 
pale 929 Aah 32 9 EL Spank OUI AT yy cul odzles pleil Olay Sle 
Cad 9 Bi ghd 02S” adil lee pine ASS yy Slay ge GS els ons 
ala jb abd 0d S ogdst de ytd cae 0d TS amet ye ye Chrail 9 Slay pu 
Higy Sle Gls Kap aes jl Gel aS arty Gla ASG one OL je 


(cadlel yi od: OLE) (ye) (ox~ ) 


Are = ye ht dalym cpm ody Ley Slax 
gag Aw GLI! Sole oe - 15 


Farman regarding the grant of dumbala of two chawar of arable land, 
from the land of Surya Rao, situated in the mauza of Jamsheedpur, in inam to 


Hazarat Shah Hussain, from 26" Jamadi II 989. The Officials were directed 
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tomeasure and allot the said land and a new farman should not be demanded 


every year in this regard. 


Farman No. 2./A.R. Dated 988 S.S. 1587 A.D. 
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Cate Oakey 
Farman of Qutb Shah, addressed to Fakhrul Mulk, hawaldar, Saiyid 
Murtaza, thanadar and Chandar Sen, mushrif and karkuns of the fort of 
Golconda, communicating that Nimat Khan has represented to the Sultan to the 
effect that, a portion of the garden of the Shaih Muhammad Khatifi, naib, in the 
neighbourhood of the said qasaba has been purchased by Rustam Khan, and 


requested that the remaining portion may be granted to him as inam. As such 
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the mahsul of the remaining portin of the garden, after making the demarcation 


of the portion purchased by Rustam Khan was garnted in inam to Nimat Khan. 


Farman No. 3./A.R. Dated 16 Zilhijja 1001 H. 2 Sept. 1593 A.D. 
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Farman of Muhammad Qutb Shah, addressed to the karkuns and desais 
of the villages of Patlur, communicating that Hussain Shah who is having the 
temporary administration (badal mugqasa) of the said villages has represented 
that two soldiers have share in the villages, and after taking their shares they 


are trying to create trouble for the seri. As such, it is ordered that the two 


112 


soldiers may take their shares from the villagers, but excluding the seri and 


whatever income is derived from the seri is the share of Hussain Shah. 


No. 4/A.R. 6” Zailhijja 1002 H. 23" August, 1594 A.D. 
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Farman of Muhammad Qutb Shah addressed to the present and future 
karkuns of pargana Arki, communicating that the mauza Banker has been 
granted in inam to the wife of Shah Khalilullah, daughter of Shah Mansur, and 
the mazra Kanchan Halli, has been granted for the expenditure of the dargah of 
Shah Khalilullah Hussaini. The income accruing from the variety of taxes from 
the above mentioned mauza and mazra was granted to them. 

They are further directed to informed that the qasaba Miran, under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the said pargana Arki, has no income but is 


continued in inam every year by the farman and kept in amanat. 


Farman No. 5./A.R. 11 Zilhijja 1002 H. 28" August, 1594. 
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Farman of Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, addressed to the karkuns and 
desais of pargana Arki, communicating that the mauza Madhol of the said 
pargana, is continuedevery year as inam to Hazrat Shah Hussain and the 
income of paibosi etc., is in his use. 

Earlier, Hazrat Shah Hussain had complained that the village officials 
were causing inconvenience in the collection of the revenue from paibosi etc., 
and requested to issue dumbala with effect from 990 Shahur Sun (1589-90). 


This farman has been issued to this effect. 


Farman No. 6./A.R.No. 5121. 2" Rabi II, 1003 A. H. 5" November, 1594 A.D. 
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Farman of Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, bearing the royal seal, 
addressed to the revenue officials of Petalchore pargana regarding non- 
encroachment on the inam and the purchased land belonging to late Abdul 


Karim. 


Farman No. 7./A.R.No. 5122. 5" Jamadi II, 1021 A.H. 24" July, 1612 A.D. 
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Farman of Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah issuing orders to the 
inhabitants of the village of Ainapur for non-interference with the reservoir, 
garden and mango tope, that were the hereditary property of Shah Muhammad 


Ali Saeed, inhabitant of the said village. 
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The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 8./A.R. No. 13” Muharram, 1022 A.H. 23” February, 1613 A. D. 
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Farman of Sultan Muhammad Qutb Shah issued in the name of officials 
of the city of Hyderabad enjoining them not to demand any tax on the land 
acquired by Malik Almas at Mankal. 


Bearing the royal seal. 


Farman No. 9/A.R. 18" Zilhijja 1022 H. 17" Jan. 1614. 
Farman of Sultan Qutb Shah, addressed to the amils and desais of the 
pargana Jalpalli, stating that it has been brought to the notice of the Huzur, that 


Nkoal Kesarvi, chaudhari of the said pargana, with his soldiers, had come to 
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the mauza Mustafapur, and attacked Murur Naga, cotton-dresser and the 


members of this family, resulting in the death of his wife and his brother. The 
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condition of the cotton dresser is also serious. Now they are trying to prevent 
him from being carried in a doli. Huzur has deputed kotwal to investigate in the 


matter. They are directed to make thorough enquiry and report to the Huzur. 


Farman No. 10./A.R.No. * 20” Shawwal, 1024 A.H. 2" November, 1615 A.D. 
A deed executed by Malik Almas granting trustee-ship of the mosque 
built by him at Aliabad together with a sarai with 83 rooms, and the open space 
attached to the mosque to Sayyid Muhammad Qadri, son of Sayyid Shah 
Muhiuddin Qadri, his spiritual master, for the maintenance of the mosque. 
The document bears the seal of Malik Almas and other seals of 


witnesses. 
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Farman No. 11./A.R. No. 5046. 9" Shawwal, 1026 A.H. 30" Sept. 1617 A.D. 


Farman of Sultan Abdullah Qutb Shah, for the grant of deshpandiagiri, 
together with the grant of land in inam, rusum etc., in perpetuity to Appa 
Kondu, son of Timmanna from the district of Kondmel, sarkar Muhammad 
Nagar, suba Hyderabad. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 12./A.R.No. 5042. 29" Jamadi-II, 1038, A.H. 13" Feb.1629 A.D. 


Farman of Sultan Muhammad Abdullah Qutb Shah regarding the non- 


encrochment on the inam land belonging to the sons of Abdul Karim and Amin 
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Khan, situated in the district of Kachreddy Palli towards Naqiabad alias 


Patalchore. 


The farman bears the royal seal. 


Farman No. 13./A.R.No. 7793. 23” Rajab, 1062 A.H 20" June, 1652 A.D. 
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A deed of gift regarding the bestowal of a house and a few shops 
situated in Mustaibpura, near the sarai of Khwaja Mishk, by Khwaja Yusuf, the 
eunuch of Sultan Abdulla Qutb Shah to saint Shah Ali Sahib, for religious 
purposes. 


The document bears the seal of Khwaja Yusuf. 


Farman No. 14./A.R.No. 26” Jamadi I, 1066 A.H. 12" March, 1656 A.D. 
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Farman of Sultan Abdullah Qutb Shah issued from the office of the 
diwan to Khan-i-Azam Mamur Khan, the thanedar of the pargana of Kalabgur, 
(suba Hyderabad) conveying orders to the effect that the grant relating to 
Shaikh Hazrat Badruddin and Saiydus Sadat is from the very beginning free of 


customary dues and those who ask for the dues should be punished. 


The Farmans bears illegible seals. 
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Farman No. 15./A.R. 
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Farman of Abdullah Qutb Shah, addressed to the muqaddams, ra,aya, 
and kulkarni of mauza Keshuram and the amils of the fort of Bhongir, 
informing that Saidu son of Hasan, hawaldar, of Kaura Male Miyanpalli, under 
mauza Keshuram is having the said mauza in tankh-wah-khas-i-khail and pays 


annual tax (pan, of 15 huns) has been exempted from the payment of tax and 
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directed to divert the amount of the tax to meet the expenditure of the mosque, 


built by him. 


Farman No. 16./A.R.No. 4045. 15” Muharram, 1084 A.H. 22" April, 1673 


A.D. 
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Ahkam (orders) bearing a seal regarding the grant of a tract of land as 


inam to Chandu Chakras in per-petuity from Kelapur situated at Mankur. 


Farman No. 17’/A.R. No.* 29" Zigada, 1084 A.H. 25" February, 1674, A.D. 

A letter conveying royal orders, addressed to Muhammad Momin Beg, 
the tarafdar, containing instructions to the effect that Suria and Kundha be 
strictly enjoined that the account of Macharla pargana should be submitted by 


Ram Raj Jangam, who is the only authorized thalkurni of the said pargana. 
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The paper bears illegible seals. The Telugu translation of the 


document is given below the Persian text. 


Farman No. 18/A.R. No. * 2” Ramazan, 1085 A.H. 20" November, 1674 A.D. 
An endorsed Takid (order) addressed to the officials of Karampondi 
pargana and Wizarat-Panah Raja-i-Azam Trimbak Raja that Ramlingayya 


should be rounded up and sent to the royal presence as he had fraudulently 
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obtained a deed of legacy from Sanjeu through the manipulation of Chinta 


Ram. 


Farman No. 19./A.R.No. * 17” Muharram, 1086 A.H 77" March, 1675 A.D. 


Bearing the seals of Mir Mushk and others 


Takid (orders instructing Chinta Ram, in-charge of the mahal of 


Karampondi and others to continue to give the stipulated quantity of grain to 


Ram Raj Jangam, thalkurni as directed previously by Raja Trimbakji. 


The order bears illegible seals. 
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The Telugu translation of the document is given below the Persian text. 


Farman No. 20./A.R. No. * 18” Shaban, 1092 A.H. 23” August, 1681 A.D. 
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Farman of Abdul Hasan Tana Shah addressed to Ram Raj Shanhariah, 
governor of Carnatic and other officials regarding the settlement of a township 
in the Charkor village in Murtaza nagar to be called Hasanabad. It is further 
added that the traders should be exempted from the zakat (1) and other cesses, 


in the newly settled country the next five years. 
Farman No. 21./A.R. No. * 12” Rabi I, 1095 A.H. 18" February, 1684 A.D. 
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Farman of Abul Hasan Tana Shah bearing a royal seal addressed to the 
officials of the Chandi pargana and Ramraj Shankria, Governor of Carnatic 
regarding the grant of 50 Kochal in the three village, for the main-tenance of 
the temple of Sri Bharamara Malleshwar Swami and it is also mentioned that a 


village called Malleshwaraswami Puram should be laid out in the 


neighbourhood of the temple and its revenues should be utilized for the upkeep 


of the said temple. 


Bearing the royal seal and a Telugu version. 


Farman No. 22./A.R. No. 5044. 27” Jamadi I, 1097 A.H 1" April, 1686 A.D. 


doled fy pool ra 


Ogres IMA Ogend Oly 5! iy! til ples len Oli. pp 

SOLUS g "Oladtin y Dedilgd 9 Olas y OWS Gils OS jhe Sines 
wi Oe 27 jan AS yd Se hs ga ay Slated y Sle Obi Kiet 
3G)! Aeyt  end clas dd vt oy Sly aT cil las 
Me? Apa leKemrd fy ally fina eafl yo Sd Spd Glo Git yh 
telat yay 9 a des atl Jl yh jl jlo S41 4299.9 Ou diluard colralais 
9 B93by ally led 9 Slaahis oLlatl IDL pe Clyne dg gy 0d Aras 


3 

: 9 Sy pwel, LS, Mea: 3 ‘ail 
, pars 9 Gall s Segyla 9 By. Sen Ki ai th cope 
jh ailewa? Colombes ays aps Ogeeas an at es Ole. GL 51 
24995 Coe iS, sae se : ~ i teateapity dared 
ae ni? Am? Utd 9 d95 Alen OllajUj le St aps y 
i449 GIS 9 Gyldalye SL. s45 erty Olmalais 9 OLS! 9 Oly pu 9 pie 
2294 Crtad El Gb pn Gilde Aly) y OY 9 OL breed » sypind Spans 
i 819 Ling Ale adlylis Olaf Gwad'y Gas 9 ud dy hes tial 
vse Bilge Sled Slorakis oy yj gad yal yale og Stes any 79 a” wh 
Hi) 9 2909 Bae 9 Ath pS yolk yh Copliga v9 Spe OS 
bron? ede odds Pras 3 palin A-9 Ger 9 Ayl> Glas Glyo y dk jb 
clashing Ghbil» Gb pws py 9 Ge Ane one 6 9 Gyld Anges 9 
iS JB lw O65 orga Ghee phe Slew gaijlo Glo yrall psp ants 
~ gle gee Uke GL Ke » 5 aes jh Ob5 jo, 

9S Saye set pe Pta® py Ad Gone will ay Crrnd 9 epee Ate 


- Gre \.42 a 


129 


A gold sprinkled farman of Sultan Abul Hasan Tana Shah bearing the 
royal seal on the top, addressed to the officials of Charikunda pargana, 
Hyderabad, regarding the confirmation of grant of 96 villages for the posts of 
deshmukh, majmuadar, nargud, together with some maqtas, agraharam, sair, 
rahdari, muhtarifa, etc., to Ramchandar Rao, Persad Rao, Raghu Rao, Siyant 


Rao, sons of Yankanna. 


Notes: 

SHUHUR SAN 
The Bahmani, Qutb-Shahi, and Adil Shahi farmans as well as the orders 
issued by the Maratha rulers bear an era called the Shuhur San. which was 
noted in Arabic. The era like the Fasli and the Hijra years was introduced 
by Muslim Kings. It commences from the month of June when the monsoon 


breaks and the cultivators spread seeds in the fields. 


INAM 
A grant of land in which the State has given up its rights to the land 
fevenue, or a portion of it in favour of an individual or an institution in 


return for the performance of certain duties or as a charitable endowment. 


KARKUNAN 
Clerks, writers, registrars, used also generally in financial and revenue 
collections. 


MISAL 
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It is a letter written by the princess or wazirs and nobles and sometimes it is 


also applied to farmans. 


HAJIB 

In Mughal and Qutb Shahi administration this word stood for an envoy. As 
the representative of the king he was deputed to settle political affairs and to 
promote friendly relations with foreign countries. 

Hajib was either muqimi (residential) or maslihati (special) and the 
tenure of his office was fixed according to the needs of the situation. 
In the reign of Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq besides the Hajib, there were 
also the Amir-i-Hajib, Naib-i-Amir-i Hajib, Hajib-i-Buzurg and Hajib-i- 
Khas. The Hajib’s function was to safeguard the dignity of the royal 
functions. He was in-charge of the Darbar arrangements and served as the 
connecting link between the king and the amirs and the persons seeking 


royal audience. 


HAZRAT SHAH NIAMATULLAH 
Sultan Ahmad Shah Bahmani had great faith in saints and paid homage to 
them. 
There lived a well-known saint at Kirman, Shah Niamatullah by name. 
The Sultan sent Mir Shamsuddin, a pious man with valuable presents to 
Kirman. After reaching Kirman, he offered presents to Shah Niamatullah. 
In return the saint sent a green cap and as requested by the king he also sent 


his grandson Shah Nurullah to Hyderabad. 
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On his arrival, by royal orders, the princess and nobles received him 
with great respect and on the spot, where the reception was held, a mosque 


was constructed and a village was laid after the name of Shah Niamatullah. 


SHAIKH MUHIBBULLAH 
He was the grandson of Hazrat Shah Niamatullah, When Hazrat Shah 
Niamatullah passed away, his son Shah Khalilullah with his two sons, Shah 
Habibullah and Shah Muhibbullah came to the Deccan and leaving them 
there, he went back to his native place. 
Shah Habibullah became one of the nobles and was married to the 
daughter of Ahmad Shah Bahmani and Shah Muhibbullah became the son- 


in-law of Prince Alauddin. 


MUQASA (MUKASA) 
A land assigned to an individual either rent free or at a low quit-rent on 


condition of service. 


CHAWAR 


A measure of land equal to 120 sq. bighas. 


KUL-BAB 
All the items of statements or accounts. 
KUL-QANUN 


All laws and regulations in force. 
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DUMBALA 
An order for giving up the Government share of the produce to the 


cultivators. 


TALIQA 
When the Yaddasht was completed, it was abridged properly and was 
signed and sealad by the Waq-ia navis and the risaladar and later by the mir 
arz and the darogha. The abridgement thus completed was called Taliga 


which was signed and sealed by the Minister of State. 


YAQUT KHAN 
He was one of the protégés of Ibrahim Adil Shah. On the request of Malik 


Ambar, he married his daughter to the son of Malik Ambar. 


RANDAULA KHAN 
When Prince Aurangazeb left the Deccan for Hindustan, he had the honour 
of accompanying him. After the battle with Maharaja Jawant Singh, he was 
given the title of Randaula Khan and granted the rank of 4,000 with 4,000 
horses. After the defeat of Dara, he was posted to the Deccan. 
In the 9" year of Aurangazeb’s reign he was appointed under Diller Khan to 
chastise the Zamindar of Chanda, and in 1094 A.H. (1682 A.D.) he passed 


away. 


DESATYAN 
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Accountants of parganas. The Superintendent of a pargana, the principal 
revenue officer of a district. The office was hereditary and frequently 
recompensed by grants of land so that the desai of ten villages became a 


kind of petty chief in south India. 


VERTANA 
Means’ of _— subsistance, occupation, income, pro fit, fees 
perquisites,especially of grains paid to the village records and papers and 


has lands perquisites assigned to him, for his support. 


DES-KULKARNI 
The district accountant, one who prepares a general account for the several 


statements of the village accountants. 


BALUTIYAN 
The word is also spelt Balote, Balutya and Balotya, and corruptly written in 
a variety of forms. According to Molesworth there are twelve Balutas as 
below:- 
Patel or headman. 
Kulkarni, accountant. 
Chaudri, head of the traders. 
potaddar, money Changer. 
Despandya, district accountant 
Nhanvi, barbar. 


Parit, washerman. 
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Gurav, attendant on a temple. 
Sutar, carpenter. 

Kumbhar, potter. 

Vesahar, gatekeeper. 


Jashi, astrologer. 


CHAKRA 
small gold coin in Mysore usually ten Fanams (a silver coin 12% part of a 


rupee). 


MANIVAR 


The revenue accountant of a district, a Superintendent of Police. 


SIDDI JAUHAR (SALABAT KHAN) 
He was one of the Generals of Ali Adil Shah II, and was given the title of 
Salabat Khan. He besieged Panhala fort and was at war with Shivaji. 
Later on, Siddi Jauhar betrayed Ali Adil Shah II, but was unable to resist 
him and was forced to take refuge in the fortress of Raichur from where he fled 


to Kurnool where he died. 


ABDUR RAHIM (BAHLOL KHAN) 
He was an influential General of Ali Adil Shah II. He took part in the 
operations against Siddi Jauhar and later chastised the rebels of the 


Carnatic. He died in 1088 A.H. (1667 A.D.) 


SARKHEL 
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A general, a commander of a regiment, a troop or a body of men, a minister, 


a chamberlain. 


BISWA 


Twentieth part of a bigha. 


SIDDI MASUD 
He was one of the servants of Malik Abdul Wahab and was the son-in-law 
of Siddi Jauhar. 

When Jauhar and Salabat were at war with Shivaji in the siege of 
Panahala fort, Masud rendered meritorious services. 

After the suppfession of the revolt of Jauhar, the mise deeds of Siddi 
Masud, were for given by Ali Adil I on threcommendation of Abdul Mahmud 
and Nawab Bahlol Khan. Later on Masud was appointed as the Chie-Minister. 
He was insincere and suspicious and encouraf ged mean fellows. 


[Mirza Ibrahim Zuberi, Basatinus Salatin. ] 


BARBAST 


Established customs. 


NAIKVARIYAN 
A petty officer in forts or police-stations having authority over some ten or 


fifteen men. 


RUSUM 
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Fees, perquisites allowed especially to the officers such as deshmuks, 


deshpandias, etc. 


BILMAQTA 
Stipulated, fixed, applied especially to a tenure by which a riyot holds his 
land at a fixed rate per plough or per bigha or to the engagement by which 
his rent is flxed for a given term without liability to enhancement. A 


stipulated salary granted to any individual. 


MAQTA 
A land or village granted at a fixed rent without liability to enhancement, 
usually the rent fixed below the actual revenue to the profit holder. 
THANEDAR 
Commander of a small fort, a man who has the management of a district. 
An officer in-charge of a thana, formerly an officer under faujdar employed 
with a small irregular force in protecting the country and enforcing payment 


of the revenue, a petty police-officer subordinate to a darogha. 


THALKURNITYAN 


Divisional accountants; patwaris. 


TARAFDAR 
An officer of Government in charge of a taraf, collecting the revenue and 
exercising chief revenue and police authority in his district; the holder of a 


taraf or portion of village lands. 
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PAILI 


12 or 10 or 8 or 6 or 5% or 3 seers. 


KHANDI 


20 Maunds (Pukhta) 


KUCHAL 


A measure of land equal to 20 acres. 


PANT 
Market of a town. 
ZAKAT 
A tax on merchandise imposed on the traders, travelers and citizens 


carrying goods. Aurangazeb abolished it. 


MANIA SUNKAM, AND MANIA RAVESH 


Hindu religious taxes. 


DHARWIYAN 


Dharwai, a village officer, the accountant who weighs grain. 


SATRAM OR CHATRAM 
A place where refreshment is given gratuitously to the Brahmans. It is also 


called Sadabart. 


AGRAHARAM 
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Quarters occupied by Brahmans, a village or part of one occupied by 
Brahmans and held either rent free under special grants or at a reduced rate 


of assessment. 


SERIYAT 


A grant of land to zamindars as a compensation for their duties. 


PALAMPAT OR GHARGAON 
These are maqtas granted to the zamindars. 

SAIR 
Different sources of revenue accruing to the Government in addition to the 
land-tax from customs, transit duties, licence fees, house-tax and market- 


tax, etc. 


RAHDARI 
Transit duties, tolls and duties collected at inland stations upon grain and 
other articles levied formerly by the Government or sometimes by the 


zamindars on their own authority. 


KALALI 


Tax on sale of intoxicants, a tax on spirituous liquors, an excise. 


MUHTARIFA 
A tax or taxes levied on trades and professions on artificers of a village or 
their implements as upon the weaver’s loom, upon tradesmen and their 


shops and stalls. 
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MAN-PAN 


Hereditary rights or privileges attached to respectability of station or official 
rank. The honours and presents due to the Man Kari, the rights of the 


village hereditary officer, etc. 
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CHAPTER — IV 


Inscriptions 


Introduction: 
Deccan is very rich in Arabic and Persian epigraphs which are found in 
great numbers. A few epigraphs dated prior to the conquests of the Deccan by 


‘Alau’d-din Khilji are to be found, particularly in the south coastal regions. 


The number of these inscriptions increases with the passage of centuries. 
These seek to commemorate the buildings of forts, religious edifices, works of public 
utility, etc., while quite a few colain texts of royal orders. In short, they provide a 


valuable source for the history of Deccan of the period to which they belong. 


Most of these epigraphs are to be found in religious edifices like mosques and 
tombs, secular building and places such as forts, city-walls, gateways, palaces, 
pleasure-pavilions, gardens, dams and embankment, and caravansarais and cultural 
houses such as schools. These are also some epigraphs which contains administrative 
orders connected with various departments of government and public activity. Some 
of these epigraphs indicate boundaries of kingdom and also of immovable property 
and some other serve as road signs. Lastly, there are inscribed movable objects like 


guns, arms and the like.! 


There are inscriptions whose counterparts or corresponding versions in local 


languages are met with independent. Those relating to the proclamation of a royal or 
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state order indicate the importance of the local language in the day-to-today 


administration as far as the general public was concerned 


The inscriptions of the Bahmanis and the dynasties that inherited their kingdom, 
are naturally found in large numbers with the exception of the ;Imad Shahis of Berar 
and the Barid Shahis of Bidar. These records provide valuable and precise evidence in 


determining the political status of certain regions of the Deccan.” 


This brings us to another important field in which the inscriptions have proved 
to be useful source. A large number of officials—ministers, governess, commanders, 
personnel of the revenue and other departments and the like—find mention there in 
one capacity or the other, and in the case of quite a few of them, their very existence 
is known only through epigraphically material. Important links in the succession-lists 
of official and governors at different levels are furnished by them. They list the names 
and titles of prominent officials who are not even mentioned in histories and 
chronicles. Thus we get names of Khalji, Tughlug, Bahmani and Sultanate officials 


about whom we would not have known anything but for these inscriptions. 


The epigraph also seem to indicate that the institution of works of charity, and 
public utility like endowments for religious or secular purposes, construction of bunds 
and embankments, tanks, wells, public rest houses and sarais, milestones etc., was at 
least partly, a responsibility of the administration. While we do get quite a few similar 
works undertaken by individuals, in most cases, them local officials or fief-holders 


carried them out as a part of their duties. 
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A. Fort 


1.Fort 


This inscription which is in Persian was found in the fort. It contains the name 


of one Bastion as Burj-i-Ali i.e., Bastion of Ali. In characters of about 1440 


1. Parapet of the Sharza Gate: 


This inscription in Persian is from the fort, below the parapet of the 
Sharza gate. It assigns the construction of the gateway to Ayaz entitled Saif 
Khan, the Kotwal bek, in A,H. 909 corresponding to 1503-04 A.D., during the 


reign of Mahmud Shah Bahmani, written by the king’. 
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2. Canon: 


This inscription in Persian is on the Top-i-Ilahi i.e. gun. It states that the 
gun named Top-i-Ilahi was manufactured in the royal factory in A.H. 977 
corresponding to 1569-70 A.D., during the reign of Ali (the ruler of Barid 


Shahi dynasty). 


3. Rangeen Mahal: 


This Persian inscription is from the Rangin Mahal of the fort. It belongs 
to the Barid Shahi period, stating the full name and title of Ali the ruler viz., 
Al-Mustan sir bi — nasrillah al — Malik al — Malik al- Majlisul — Mukarram wal 
— Humayun’! — Akram Barid — i — Mamalik Ali apart from the poetical verses. 


(A.H.987 = 1579 A.D.) 
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4. Old Fort: 


This inscription in Persian is from a gun on the bastion to the north of 
the Purana Qila. It records the date of the manufacturing of the gun named 
Fath-i-lashkar and gives its capacity etc. The date is A.H.988 corresponding to 


1580-81 A.D., and the title Barid Shah etc’. 


5. Lal Burz: 


This inscription in Persian is from a gun on Lal Burj. It states that this 
Haidari — Mushtari gun was commenced through the ever-increasing fortune of 
the Barid Shahi king Qasim-II in A.H. 996, Ramadan corresponding to 1588 


A.D., July. 


6. Munda Burz: 
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This inscription is in Persian from the Top-i-Mahmudi on Munda Burji. 
It records the completion of the gun designated as Top-i-Mahmud Shahi by the 
king Qasim II of the Barid Shahi in the year A.H. 1000, Muharram 
corresponding to 1591 A.D., October — November. It is also stated that the king 


was the lord of Sind, Hind and Dakan. Composed by Afdali*. 


7. Ruined Shahi Matbakh: 


This inscription is in Persian from the ruined Shahi Matbakh i.e., royal 
kitchen, near the Rangin Mahal of the fort. It states that when the Dakan i. e., 
Deccan was subjugated by Ibrahim Adil Shah II (of Adil Shahi dynasty), the 


date was found in a chronogram as A.H. 1028 corresponding to 1618-19 A.D. 


8. Royal Kitchen Fort: 


This Persi ecords that in 


the year A.H. 1037 corresponding to 1627-28 A.D., repairs were carried out to 
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old buildings such as mosques, forts, palaces and halls of the past kings by 


Malik Marjan. 


9. Shahganj Gate: 


This inscription in Persian is on brass plate fixed on the Shahganj gate. 
It represents the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb stating the date of the completion 
of the gate during the governorship of Mukhtar Khan al-Husaini as Sabzwari in 
the regnal year 14, A.H. 1082, Shawwal 15, Wednesday corresponding to 1671 


A.D., February 15°. 


10. Fatah Gate: 


This inscription in Persian is on the brass plate of the Fath gate. It records 


the date of the completion of the gate during the governorship of Mukhtar 
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Khan al — Husaini as — Sabzwari in the regnal year 14 of Aurangzeb, A.H.1082, 


Rabi II, 15 Friday corresponding to 1671 A.D. August 11. 


11. Outermost Gate: 


This inscription in Persian is from the outermost gate of the main 
entrance of the fort. It assigns the construction of the gate (name not given) 
during the governorship of Mukthar Khan Al-Husaini-as-Sabzwari in the 
regnal year of Aurangzeb 26, A.H. 1094, Rajab 27 corresponding to 1683 A.D. 


July 12 Friday’. 


12. Outer Gateway Argqilla : 


This Persian inscription on the facade of the outer gateway of Arak Qila, 
dated A.H. 928, Rabi II, 24 corresponding to 1522 A.D., March 23 states that 
Kishan Rai who had besieged the fort on the given date had to retreat on the 
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fourth day, through the grace of God and on the arrival of the saints. It further 
states that the king (who is referred to as Majlis-i-Rafi Ali Khan son of Adil 
Khan) ordered the construction of the bastion and city-wall at the suggestion of 


the King’s deputies (Naib-i-Ghaibat). 


13. Outer Gateway Arqilla : 


This Arabic & Persian inscription is on the bastion inside the southern 
gateway of Arak Qila, dated A.H. 945 corresponding to 1538-39 A.D. It 
rrcords the construction of the said bastion during the days of Ibrahim Adil 


Shah (Ibrahim Adil Shah 1)’. 


14. On the lintel of the Gateway of Argilla : 


ak Quila, 
dated ion of the 


edifice at the hands of Bakhtiyar Khan during the time of Ibrahim (Adil Shah-I) 


15. Outer entrance of Argqilla : 
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This is from the outer entrance of the gate of Ark Quila. Being in Arabic 
& Persian, dated A.H.951 corresponding to 1544-45 A.D., it refers to the work 


done under the superintendence of Ikhtiyar Khan Gujarati. 


A. Mosques and Idgahs: 


16.Solah Khamba Mosque: 


This inscription in Persian is from Sola Khamb Mosque in the fort near 
cistern. It assigns the construction the mosque to Qubli Sultani in A.H. 727 


corresponding to 1326-27 A.D., during the rule of Muhammad Tughluq®. 


17. Masjid-i-Muhammadi: 
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This inscription in Persian is from a mosque attached the Khanqah. It 
records the construction of the mosque designated Masjid-i-Muhammadi to 


Ahmad Khan Khishgi in A.H.1069 corresponding to 1658-59 A.D. 


18. Khanqua of Noor Samnani Mosque: 


This inscription in Persian is from the Khanqah of Nur Samnani 
Mosque. It states the mosque designated as Masjid-i-Alawi was built by Miyan 


Yadgar in A.H. 1072 corresponding to 1661-62 A.D’. 


19. Mosque Kunj Nashin: 


Thi mile away 


to the south — west of the mausoleum of Kunj Nashin. It records the 
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construction of the mosque by Fath Shah son of Ruknud-Din and Aisha Sultan 


in A.H. 1080 corresponding to 1669-70 A.D. 


20. Farah Bagh Mosque: 


This inscription in Persian is from Farah Bagh mosque, about three 
kilometres to the south-east of the town. It records that in the regnal year 14 of 
Auranzeb, A.H. 1082, Rabi I 25 corresponding to 1671 A.D., July 22, Mukhtar 
Khan al-Husaini Sabzwari, the governor (Nazim) of suba Zafarabad desecrated 
the temple, constructed a mosque and a garden entitled Bagh-i-Farah and 
entrusted it to the charge of (his grandson) Mirza Najmuddin Ahmad son of 
Mirza Qamruddin Muhammad. Written by Qamruddin Muhammad son of 


Mukhtar Khan al — Husaini!®. 


21.Solah Khamba Mosque: 


This inscri osque of the fort. It 


records the const rawaq) by Qalandar 


Khan in the reign of Aurangzeb in A.H.1088 corresponding to 1677-78 A.D. 
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22. Mosque near Kali Masjid: 


This inscription in Persian is from a mosque about a kilometre to the 
west of Kali Masjid. It assigns the construction of a mosque to Barkhurdar Baig 


during the reign of Aurangzeb in A.H. 1090 corresponding to 1679-80 A.D". 


23. Kali Masjid: 


This inscription in Persian is from Kali Masjid and is on the opening of 
the prayer hall. It records the construction of the mosque and a well by Abdur- 


Rahim in A.H. 1106, Regnal year 38 of Aurangzeb corresponding to 1694-95 


AD? 
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24. Shah Ali Qadri’s Dargah Mosque: 


This inscription in Persian is from the mosque inside the Dargah of Shah 
Ali Qadiri. It records the construction of the mosque inside the tomb of Shah 
Ali Qadiri by Khan (full name not specified) in A.H. 1107 corresponding to 


1695-96 A.D. 


25. Yusuf Jama Masjid: 


This epigraph from Yusuf’s old Jama Masjid states that the mosque was 
built by Khwaja Sumbal, Naib-i-Ghaibat (i.e. viceregent in absence) of Adil 
Khan during the time of Sultan Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah 
Bahmani in the Hijri year 918 corresponding to 1512-13 A.D. Its language is 


. | 
Persian’. 
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26. Dakhani Idgah: 


This inscription from the Dakhani Idgah in Arabic & Persian dated 945 
Hijri corresponding to 1536 A.D. states that in the days of Ibrahim Adil Shah, 


this place of prayer i.e. Namazgah was constructed by Malik Khwaja Raihan. 


27. Haider Masjid: 


This epigraph from Haidariya Masjid in Arabic, assigns the construction 
of the mosque named Haidariya to Haidar Khan, son of Haidar in the year 991 


corresponding to 1553-54 A.D., during to reign of Sultan Ibrahim Adil Shah-II. 


28. Saaton Shahid Mosque: 
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This inscription in Persian from Satun Sayyid Mosque records the 
foundation of this mosque, which was laid by Sayyid Abdul Qadir Kirmani, 
during the reign of Ali Adil Shah in the year 974 (Hijri) corresponding to 1565 


A D'* 


29. Andu Masjid: 


This inscription in Persian verse from Andu Masjid states that the 
mosque was constructed during the reign of Khalil i.e., Ibrahim Adil by Itibar 


Khan in A.H. 1017 i.e, A.D. 1607. 


B. Tombs: 


30. Tomb of Ahmed Shah Wali: 
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This inscription in Persian is from the tomb of Ahmad Shah Wali 
Bahmani. The entrance arches of the eastern and northern walls provide the 
inscription. The subject matter of the verses is related to merit and praise of the 


saint Nimatullah. (In characters of about the 1436 A.D.) 


31. Dome of Ahmed Shah Wali: 


The Persian inscription is inside the dome of Ahmad Shah. It records the 
spiritual genealogy of Ahmad Shah Bahmani and is in characters of 1436 


AD?. 


32. On Southern entrance of Ahmed Shah Wali Bahmani: 


This inscription in Arabic is from the southern entrance of the tomb of 


Ahmad Shah Wali Bahmani. It states that Shihabud-Din Abul Maghazi Ahmad 
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Shah al-Wali Bahmani who had ascended the throne in A.H.825 
(corresponding to 1422 A.D.) died on Ramadan 29, Monday night, A.H.839 


(1436 A.D., April 16). 


33. Tomb of Shah Khalilullah: 


This inscription on a loose slab in the Dargah of Shah Khalilullah refers 
to the reign of Bahmani ruler Ahmad II with date A.H. 850, Rajab I 
corresponding to 1446 A.D., September 30 stating that this step-well (bain) was 
constructed by Nazir son of Ala Khanshah, the Majmu-i Mamalik’®. 


34. Tomb of Makhduma-i-Jahan: 
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This inscription in Arabic is from the grave of Makhduma-i-Jahan. It 
records the death of a lady (i.e. Makhduma-i-Jahan) in A.H. 884 corresponding 


to 1479-80 A.D. 


35. Tomb of Multani Pasha: 


This inscription in Persian, dated A.H. 887 corresponding to 1482-83 
A.D., is from the tomb of Multani Padshah. It records the death of Dindar 


Khan. Also mentions one Husain and composed by Shah Ishaque’’. 


36. Ahmed Shah Wali Tomb: 


This inscription in Arabic is lying loose in the tomb of Ahmad Shah 
Wali Bahmani. It records the death of the best among the Khan, Khwaja 
Muhammad Shah son of Khattat in A.H.955, Rajab 21 corresponding to 1548 


A.D., August 26'*. 
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37. Grave of Ali Barid: 


This inscription in Persian is from the grave of Ali Barid. It records the 


construction of the tomb in A.H.984 and the death of Ali Barid in A.H. 987 


(1579 A.D.). 


38. Ali Barid Tomb: 
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This inscription in Arabic is from the tomb of Ali Barid above the 
arches in the north, east, south and west walls. It contains Quranic text and the 


name of the calligrapher ‘Abudul-Fattah (C. A.H.984 i.e. 1576-77 A.D.)"”. 


39. Tomb of Shah Abul Faid: 


This is in Persian, from the tomb situated to the south of the tomb of 
Shah Abul — Faid. It records the date of the construction of the tomb of Shah 


Ali, the saint. The date is A.H. 992 corresponding to 1584 A.D. 


40. Tomb of Khalilullah Shah: 
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This inscription in Persian is from the grave outside the tomb of Hadrat 
Khalilullah Shah. It records the death of one Laqdi Baig, son of Amrullah Baig 


Sawaji in A.H. 1081, Rabi II 15 corresponding to 1670 A.D., August 22. 


41. Tomb of Khalilullah Shah: 


This inscription in Arabic is from the tomb of Hadrat Khalilulah fixed 
towards the eastern side. It contains Nad-i-Ali and date A.H. 1086 


corresponding to 1675-76 A.D”. 


42.Tomb of Ali Barid: 


This inscription in Persian is from the wall of a tomb near the tomb of 
Ali Barid. It states that in A.H. 1087 corresponding to 1677-78 A.D., the 
foundation of the tomb was completed and a dead body of a lady was laid and 


it was completed a year later (1678-79). 
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43. Near Tomb of Abul Faid: 


This inscription in Persian is from the tomb to the south of Shah Abul 
Faiz’s tomb. It records the construction of the tomb of the saint Shah Abul 


Hasan in A.H. 1089 corresponding to 1678-79 A.D”. 


44.On a tomb near Ikhlas Khan Mosque: 


On a tomb near Ikhlas Khan’s Mosque. This inscription in Persian verse 


records the death of Yar ‘ali in the year A.H.973 corresponding to A.D. 1563. 


45.On a tomb of Shah Alangi: 
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This inscription in Persian over the doorway of the enclosure to the 
Tomb of Shah Alangi, records the completion of the tomb in A.H. 999 


corresponding to 1590-91 A.D. by Hilal Mustafa Khani. 


46. Tomb of Mirza Afzal Khan: 


This inscription in Persian verse from the tomb of Mirza Afzal Khan 
(Also known as Hasan Gulzar’s tomb) being on the top of the sarophagus dated 
A.H.1032 corresponding to 1622-23 A.D. records the death of Mirza 


Muhammad who was killed in the given year”. 


47. Ibrahim Rauza: 


This inscription in Persian verse from Ibrahim Rauza records the 
construction of the Rauda i.e., mausoleum by Taj Sultan (in the year 1630 
A.D.) at the cost of one and a half Lac and nine hundred huns under the 


superindendence of Malik Sandal. 
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48. Moti Dargah: 


This inscription from gate of Moti Dargah in Persian, dated A.H.1041 
corresponding to 1631-32 A.D. records the death of Habibullah Shah, the Last 


pole — star of the time. 


C. Miscellaneous: 


49.From a Well: 


This inscription in Persian & Sanskrit originally belonged to a well in 
Bidar. Now it is in the state Museum Hyderabad”’. It states that the step-well 
was constructed for public use by Makhduma-i-Jahan Bibi Shahnaz, the mother 
of Khan-i-Muazzam Muhammad Khan incharge of Mahur? Also describes the 
genealogy of the king from Persian kings, Bahman and Dara. The Sanskrit 
version refers to the victory of Ahmad Shah over Deva Rai of Vijayanagara. 
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The date of the inscription is A.H.848, Juma II, 14 corresponding to 1444 A.D., 


September 28 with the name of the ruling king Ahmad II”*. 


50. Madrasa of Mahmud Gawan: 


This inscription in Persian is from the Madrasa of Mahmud Gawan. It 


refers to the Madrasa construction in A.H. 877 corresponding to 1472 A.D. 


51. From a spring (Chashma): 


This is in Persian from the spring (chashma) of Sayyidus-Sadat near the 
tomb of Sayyid Muhammad Hanif. It records the construction of the fountain in 
the enclosure of the tomb of Hadrat Sayyidus-Sadat Makhdum Sayyid Hanif by 
Darwish Husaini Mashhadi entitled Shifa Khan in A.H.910, Shaban 7, 
corresponding to 1505 A.D., January 13 during the reign of Mahmud Shah 


Bahmani. 
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52. Well near Ahmed Shah Wali Tomb: 


This Persian inscription is from a step-well near the tomb of Ahmad Shah 
Wali. It records the construction of a stepwell by Jagpati Rao son of Yalhandu 
Panchal Daulati in A.H.1018, Shur year 1010 corresponding to 1609-10 A.D., 


during the reign of (Amir Barid II) Mirza Wali”. 


53. Well near Kali Masjid: 


This Persian inscription is from Kali Masjid’s well. It records the 
construction of the step-well called Husain Bain in memory of Hadrat Husain 
the martyr, by Muhammad Mumin Tabatabai in 1084, Muharram 1 


corresponding to 1673 A.D., April 8. 


54. Ruined Building near Kali Masjid: 
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This inscription in Persian is from a ruined building about a kilometer to 
the west of Kali Masjid. It records the name of Shah Ali son of Shah 
Khalilullah, the slave of the court of the Prophet Muhammad and the year A.H. 
1104 corresponding to 1692-93 A.D. Most probably, he was the builder of the 


edifice from where the inscription has been reported”®. 


55. Khangah of Shah Waliullah al-Husaini: 


This inscription in Persian is from the Khanqah of Shah Waliullah al- 
Husaini. It states that the Khanqah originally constructed by Yadullah Shah 
was reconstructed by Minadullah Shah son of Waliullah Shah in A.H. 1108 


corresponding to 1696-97 A.D. 
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57) 


Vide Cat. Brit. Mus., Indian Coins, Muhdn. States , 150-1, xi. 
Translation 

The just, benevolent and clement Sultan, the merciful to the servants of the 
Bountiful God, the exalter of the world and the faith, ‘Ala-ud-Din son of the greatest 
of the Sultans, Ahmad Shah Wali Baihmani. 


58. 


Vide Cat. Coins Ind. Mus., vol ii, pp. 201-2. 


59.The shahi Matbakh , 


Translation 


‘By the grace of the Holy and Almighty God, 


The buildings of bygone kings : 
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Comprising mosques, forts, palaces, and halls, 
Were repaired by the sovereign — like (governer), 


Malik Amarjan. 1027 H. (A.D. 1619). 


Translation 

‘When Ibrahim was the king of the age, 

None was as perfect in bounty as he. 

When the capital of the Deccan was conquered by him 
The “honoured scholar” was the recorder of events.’ 


Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1927-8, p. 26, Pl. X a-b. 


60.The solha Khamba Mosque 


Translation 
‘During the time of the viceregent of God;Prince Muhammad, who has no equal; 
In 827 H. (A.D. 1423-4) Qubli Sultani was the auspicious founder of this 


mosque. 
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61.The Shaha Ganj Gate 
This inscription record building gate way mukhtar Khan al Hussaini in 
1671.A.D,The inscription of four lines of Persian prose written in Nastaliq characters 


of pleasing form .The text has been deciphered as follows; 


Translation 


‘On Wednesday, the 1 5" of Shawwal, in the 14" year of the auspicious reign of His 
Majesty, powerful like fate, glorious like Jamshid, the lord of the army of angels, 
Muhi-ud-Din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahadur ‘Alamgir, the victorious king (may 
God perpectuate his kingdom and majesty), corresponding to the year 1082 of the 
Flight of the Prophet, during the governorship of the humblest servant (of the 
Court) Mukhtar Khan al-Husaini as-Sabzwari, this gate was completed (A.D. 
1671).’ 

Vide Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1927-8, p. 37. 


1. fath Darwaza 
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As the chromogram ,Top-i-be mithli ,contained in the present inscription gives 


the date 1000,h the name of the king. 


Panel 1: How awful is the terror-striking gun whose thunder 

Deafens the ears of the sky and dislodges the mountain. 
Panel 2: It has opened its mouth wide against the enemies of the emperor 

In order to swallow them in one gulp. 
Panel 3: The just king, Qasim Barid Shah, who is 

The master of Sind and India, and the lord of the kingdom of the Deccan. 
The gun was completed in the month of Muharram, 

The Top-i-Mahmud Shahi (the Gun of Mahmud Shah), entitled the Destroyer 
of the Flank of the army 
Panel 4: (As) Afdali searched for the chronogram, the inspirer of the unknown said, 
The chronogram is in the phrase Top-i-be mithli (the Matchless Gun) which 
completes the metre of the verse. 
Panel 5: O Protector ! May He guard this Gun under His care. Through the 
benediction Muhammad and His distinguished progeny, (and) the grace of the 
chapters of the Quran beginning with Sad and Nun (xxxviti and Ixviii). 
Panel 6: ‘Help from God and a speedy victory. And do thou bear good tidings to the 
true believers.’ 
(Quran, xi. 13.) ‘But God is the best guardian; and He is the most merciful of those 


who show mercy.’ (Quran, xi1.64.) 
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62.The Madrsa of Mahmud Gawan 


The numerical value of the verse according to the Ajad system given the date 


877 corresponding to 1472 .at Bidar 


Translation 

‘This exalted school with a high (lit. praiseworthy) basement, 

Has been built as the place of adoration (qibla) for the pure minded. 
Look at the signs of its Divine acceptance that its chronogram 

(Is contained) in the Qur’anic verse, “Our Lord, accept it from us”.’ 


Ernst Diez’s Churasanchi Baudenkmaler, Band I, pp. 72-6 and Plate XXX. 


63.Kanaqah of Hadrat Nur Samnani 


The 572, and there remains a deficiency of 500 years. 


Translation 
Thanks to God, that a soul expanding and heart cherishing mosque has been built: 


the votaries should sacrifice their (lower) self and offer their heart to God. 
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Real ‘prostration’ means throwing down the burden of conceit: in prayer based on 


(genuine) devotion they should forsake self. 


64.The small Monastery Of Mahbub Subhani 


If thou wantst the date of this sacred threshold, (know it from the phrase) ‘Built by 
Firoz Khan’. The numerical value of this phrase according to the Abjad system 
gives the date 1054 H. (A.D. 1644-5) 

Translation 

The great saint (lit. the great refuge) has said, 

Couplets 

‘In our company thou shouldst not be double or triple-minded but the single-minded, 
and free thy heart from that which is not-God ; 

Come one morning in a sincere mood to my door, and if thy craving be not fulfilled, 


then thou shouldst complain.’ 


64.The Tomb of Sultan Ahmed shah Wali 
The full name of the King with his titles as given in the inscription above the southern 


arch is as follows: 
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In this inscription it is also stated that the affairs of the government were 


entrusted to Ahmad Shah in 825 H. (A.D. 1422), and he expired on the night of the 
Tuesday, the 29"" of Ramadan, 839 H. (A.D. 17" April 1436). Another important 
feature of these inscriptions is that one of them contains the name of the painter with a 
reference to his native place 

Translation 

The sacred tomb of the king of kings, the most distinguished vicegerent of God in 
all the worlds, trustful of the help of God the Powerful, the victorious in religious 
wars, Shihab-ud-Dunya wad-Din Ahmad Shah al-Wali al Baihmani, may God 


sanctify his soul and illuminate his grave ! 


65.The Shah Ali Hazrth Ali Tomb Mosque 


Translation 
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The chronogram of the building of the auspicious dome : 992 H. (A.D. 1584). The 
numerical value of the last phrase according to the Abjad system gives the figure 


992, which tallies with the date given in the first line of the inscription. 


1. ‘How felicitous is this high dome, wherein Shah ‘Ali, the king of heavenly 
abode, the leader of the faith, is enjoying rest?’ 


2. ‘IT inquired of Wisdom the chronogram of this shrine ; the unknown voice said, 


“the heavenly dome has been built”.’ 


Translation 
The chronogram of the building of the holy dome: 1089 H. (A.D. 1678). 
‘Abul-Hasan, the lord of the faith, and the knower of God ; who is a saint 
possessing the qualities of a prophet.’ 
“How auspicious is this dome below which the last of the Chishtiyya saints rests!” 
‘The unknown inspirer suggested its chronogram, “ the avenue of (divine) light, or the 
heart of Paradise has appeared”’.’ 


Epi. Ind. Mosl., 1927-8, pp. 31-2, pl. XIV 
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65The Kali Masjid 


Translation 


‘This felicitous building was erected during the just reign of King ‘Alamgir. 

‘By a sincere motive through the grace of God Barkhwurdar Beg built this mosque. 
‘T inquired of Wisdom the chronogram of its erection: the Inspirer said, “ the mine 
of divine grace”.’ 


The phrase gives the date 1090 H. (A.D. 1679) according to the Abjad system. 


Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1927-8, pp. 35-6, Pl. XVIII b. 


66.The Tomb of Shah Ali Qadari 


The last hemistich gives the date 1107H. (A.D. 1695) according to the Abjad system. 
Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1927-8, p. 36, Pl 

Translation 

‘In the shrine of Shah ‘Ali Qadiri, who is a descendant of Abu Turab (‘Ali) and the 
refuge of mercy. 
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By Rustam Dil,the Khan of exalted rank, this building was erected which became a 
place of worship. 
Regarding the chronogram of the mosque this was heard--- “It became resplendent 


like the Abode of God (the sacred Ka’aba)”. 


67.The Tank at kamthana 


Translation 

Chanda kola karitan haujacha tumba nuksan ja- 

La hota Hajarata Barida Shahane Ajama Manasura Khan 
Nache hatin tumba bandhavila pani uchalan netan hau- 
Jasa majrat ahe aise na karane mahe Moharam sa- 

Na saba samanin suhur sana tisa sabaina va 

tisa meya 


Translation 


The bund built for the great reservoir was damaged. It was constructed for 
Hadrat Barid Shah by a’zam Mansur Khan. If water is carried over the bund, there is 
likelihood of its being damaged. Do not do so ! The month of Muharram in the year 
87 (Hijri) corresponding with Shahur San 979 (A.D. 1579). 


Epig. Ind. Mosl., 1937-8, pp. 1-2 
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CHAPTER — V 


Numismatic: Coins and Larins 


Bahmanis: 

The early coins of the Bahamani dynasty belonging to the first ruler zafar 
Kahn. who assumed the title of Alau d-din Hasan Bahman Shah (1347-1358), and his 
successor Muhammad Shah I (1358-1375) till the year 761/1360 do not reveal the 
mint name. A silver coin of Bahman Shah, however bears the traces of a marginal 
legend, where the reading bi Hazrat Ahsanabad is suggested: But the reading is by no 
means certain. In all probability the mint at Davagiri (Daulatabad) continued to work 
during this period., This finds support from the silver coins of Muhammad Shah I that 
were issued between 761 and 766 A.H. and bear the name Fathabad name given to 


Devagiri (Daulatabad in the reign of Bahman Shah). 


The Bahmani coins are equally important for the verification of the dates given 
in the chronicle or the right to coin money. Sikka or the right to coin money, was 
regarded as one of the royal privileges and in any dynasty, each claimant to throne 
and every one who tried to carve out a kingdom for himself, lost no time in issuing at 
least a few coins after he came to power. So, the dates on the coins are more reliable 
than anything else and they should be given the utmost consideration before finding 
faults with them. The death of Bahman Shah took place according to certain historians 
in 759 A. H. but some of his coins bear the date 760 A.H. and no coins of his 


successor Muhammad Shah I are known dated earlier than that year. 
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In or about 761/1360 a mint at Gulbarga, called Ahasanabad was opened 
by Muhammad Shah I; both the mints at Fathabad and Ahsanabad continued to work 
simultaneously. In or about (766/1364-5) the former ceased to work and thence 
onward Ahsanabad alone issued coins till 825/ 1422. In 827/1424 Ahmad Shah I 
shifted his capital to Bidar and named it Muhammadabad now onward the new capital 
issued coins for the dynasty. The Ahsanabad mint continued to issue coins for a year 


or two Le. till 827/ 1424. 


The Bahmani rulers issued coins in all the three metal gold silver and copper. 
While gold coins are scarce, copper coins a available in large numbers. The gold coins 
are known only of Muhammad Shah I (1358-1375), Mujahid Shah (1375-1378) 
Muhammad Shah I (1378-1397) Feroz Shah (1397/1422), Ahmed shah 
(1435/1457), Humayun shah (1457-1461), Ahmed shah III (1461-1463) 
Muhammad shah HI(1463-1482) and Mahmud Shah (1482-1518) Barring Mujahid 
Shih and Firoz Shah, the coins of all the other rulers follow the standard weight of the 
tanka of the Sultans Delhi that is 170 grains. Mujahid Shih, Firoz Shah and a ruler 
who calls himself Muhammad-i Hasan Bahmani on the coins adopted the weight of 
the dinar of Muhammad bin Tughluq that is 197 grains for their gold coin why these 
rulers fancied for this short lived heavy weight, is not known and is a problem for the 
numismatists. 

Silver coins were issued by all the rulers, except the last two-Waliyu'l lah and 
Kalimu’|-lah. All of them uniformly adopted the standard Tanka of 170 grains weight 
in the continued tradition. The numismatic traditions of the time of Khalijs for the 
fractions also continued in this period. Muhammad Shah I issued a few coins that 


weighed about 110 grains they are suggested to be half-Tanka. but as the weight 
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indicates, they were two-third of a tanka One-third of a tanka weighing 56 grains was 
issued by Mujahid Shah and Muhammad Shah II; still smaller coins weighing about 
27 and 17 issued by Bahman Shah and Muhammad Shah I. They were respectively 
one- sixth and one-tenth of a tanka. 

The Bahmani copper coins are varied in their legends and denominations. 
Bahman Shah the founder, issued copper coins in three denominations bearing the 
same legend. They weighed 57, 28 and 15 grains and were, 1/2and 4  tanka 
respectively. The unit coin tanka, similar to the one that was current in time of 
Khaljis, was later adopted by Nasiru'd din Ismail Shah and it valued four biswas(15" 
gani). Accordingly, these coins were chaubiswa ( 1/5 gani), do biswa (1/10 gani) and 
biswa (1/20 gani) and were in the division of five. 

The next ruler Muhamad shah also issued coins in three denominations.But his 
coins were different in their weights, they weighed 77, 57 and 37 grains. While 57 
grains coin was the same as chaubiswa (1/5 dani) the other two were new 
denominations 77 grains coin was the double of the coin of 37 grains. The former 
appears to be 1/4 gani coin, though it is a little heavier than the weight of paika (’4 
gani) coin of the Khaljis, which weighed 52 grains; the latter was the adhva (1/8 gani). 
57 grains coins had two types of legends: one of them appeared also on the coins of 
77 grains. 

The coins of the third ruler Mujahid shah was exclusively chaubiswa (1/5 
gani ) and of the next rulers Muhammad Shah II, Tahamtan (1397) and Dawad Shah 
(1397) were chaubiswa (1/5 gani ) and paika (1/4 gani ) They weighed 57 and 77 
grains respectively. A few coins of Muhammad shah if are heavier than 77 grains and 
up to 82.5 grains but it is unlikely that they constituted any new denomination, 


however, a coin weighing 84 grains was issued in the next ruler's reign. 
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The copper coins of Firoz Shah (1397-1422) do not bear uniformity of weight. 
A set of is coins weigh as high as 58 grains and as low as 32 grains and ; and in other 
set weigh another set weigh as high as 84 grains and as low as 62 grains. If these 
heavy fluctuations in weight are any indications of their bring coins of more than one 
denomination, it is by no means certain, They might be due to heavy wear age during 
currency, or they might be the results of careless handling of the metal at the mint. It 
is also not unlikely that there might have been some deli- berate subtle attempts to 
reduce the weight of the coins to establish the dwindling exchequer as the result of 
frequent campaigns that took place during this reign. The coins having the highest 
weight of 57 grains may be chaubaswa (1/5 gani) The coins of 64 grains apparently 
are one and half times of the farmer and may be chhe- biswa, and as such they 
represent a new denomination, not known earlier in the history of the dynasty. 

The copper coinage of the Bahmanis after Firoz Shah went in to a radical 
change. A large coin, weighing about 255 grains was introduce in the reign of Ahmad 
Shah I; its weight increased to 260 -270 grain during the reigns of the last two rulers 
Wallyu'-lah and Kalim u Ilha, these coins might be a gani. originally a gani coin in 
copper, according to weight scale of the Khaliji coinage, would be 224 grains. But 
these weigh much less. They, not unlikely, were produced on a reduced weight the 
trend of which is seen in the coins .of the earlier reign. 

During this period, besides this unit coin, at least six fractional coins appear to 
be current, though not all of them were issued by every ruler. The weights vary so 
much from coin to coin that it is difficult to fix any standard weight and to suggest 
their value. However, they may tentatively be identified as follows: 

4 biswa (115 gani) 51 to 38 grains 


6 biswa (3/10 gani) 88 to76 grains. 
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10 biswa (half gani) 127 grains. 


12 biswa (315 gani) 148-153 grains 
14 biswa (7/10 gani) 178-165 grains. 
16 biswa (4/5 gani) 203 grains. 


The first two denominations were current during the early reigns ; others 
were introduced later. These fractional coins, though are the multiple of 2 with biswa 
as the lowest unit, of which no coin is available in the series, are quite unrealistic 
when placed along with the gani highest unit in copper.The legend on the gold coins 
of Mahmud Shah (1482-1518 A.D), perhaps the commonest of the rare Bahmani gold 
issues, may serve as an example:Bahmani" Small silver pieces were struck by the first 
two rulers, weighing from15 to 26 grains. 

The earliest copper follows closely that of Delhi, but innovations soon made 
their appearance, and after the reign of Ahmad Shah II coins are found varying from 
225 to 27 grains in weight; the copper standard seems to have been continually 
changed. Some of the titles appearing on the silver are usually to be found on the 
same ruler's copper, but many varieties in type are found, especially among the issues 
of Muhammad I (1358-73 A.D) and the later kings; of Mahmud Shah seven varieties 
are known, and seven are also known of Kalimullah, the last nominal king, struck 
probably by Amir Band of Bidar’. During _ the reign of Mahmud Shah-I the great 
kingdom of the Deccan was split up into five separate sultanates. Copper coins of at 
least three of the Nizam Shahs of Ahmednagar (1490-1637) are known: they appear to 
have had mints at Ahmednagar, Daulatabad and Burhanabad. The coinage of 
Golconda is confined to a single copper type, struck by the two last Qutub Shahi 
kings, ‘Abdullah and Abul Hasan; the reverse bears the pathetic legend, " /t has come 


to an end well and auspiciously " The copper coins of the last five 'Adil Shahi rulers 
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of Bijapur are rather ornate, but usually very ill- struck; small gold pieces bearing a 
couplet known of Muhammad Adil Shah (1627-56 A.D). Most interesting of all 
Bijapur coins are the curious silver Larins, or fish-hook money, issued by Ali Adil 
Shah II, 1656-72, which became one of the standard currencies among traders in the 
Indian Ocean towards the end of the sixteenth century®. The coinage of the sultans of 
the Maldives Islands, whereon they styled themselves "Sultans of land and sea," was 
based on that of Bijapur and survived till the present century. 

The Bahmani coins are generally circular with legends on both 
sides. Some coins are rectangular in shape. But they are rare. Usually the 
legends consist of high sounding titles, quotations from Holy Quran, the names 
of the issuer and at times his father’s name, the name of the mint and the date 
of the issue. At least three mints, Ahsanabad (Gulbarga), Muhammadabad 
(Bidar) and Fathbad (Daulatabad) are known from the period. Now let us 
review the coins of each Bahmani king’. 

We have records of both the gold and silver tankas of Muhammad-I and 
the copper jitals coined by this king. One of the gold tankas in the cabinet of 


the Hyderabad Museum reads: 


Transliteration: 

Obverse: Sultan-ul-Ahad-o-Zama hami millat Rasool Al-Rahman. 

Reverse: Abu Al-Muzaffar Muhammad Shah Ibn-i-Bahman Shah_ Al- 
Sultan. 


Margin: Jarb, Hijra, Fathabad, 768. 
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The silver tanka reads: 

Obverse: Sultan-ul-Ahad-o-Zama hami millat Rasool Al-Rahman. 
Reverse: Muhammad Shah Al-Sultan Ibn-i-Al-Sultan. 

Margin: Jarb-ba-hijra, Ahsanabad, 771. 

This is more remarkable, for it was when Muhammad Shah’s mother 
was on a pilgrimage to Mecca in 761-62/1360-61 that she procured a form at 
sanction from the Abbasi Khalifa of Egypt Al-Mutazid Billah that it would be 
legal for her son Muhammad-I to coin money in his own name as also to have 
his name mentioned in Friday sermon!®. 

The inscription on the reverse further corroborates the evidence 
furnished by his father’s coinage that the title of the first king of the dynasty 
was Bahman Shah. It is again noticeable that the inscriptions on the coins of 
some of the later Sultan have the epithet ‘Bahmani’ after their name, but this 
denotes only that they belonged to the dynasty founded by Bahman Shah. 

A part from the information gleaned from the coins that the accession 
title of Muhammad’s son and successor, Mujahid, was Alauddin after the 
accession title of his grandfather, there is nothing to note till we come to the 
fifth of the line whose name is given by Ferishtah as Mahmud Shah. Now we 
possess both the gold and silver coins of this peace-loving and learned monarch 
of the Deccan whose twenty years’ rule is marked, among other things, by 
invitations to many prominent men of learning from over the seas. In spite of 
the king’s eminence in the world of learning there have been doubts even as 


regards his correct name as well as his parentage, and these doubts were 


190 


apparently created by a divergence in the statements of Ferishtah and Sayed Ali 
Tabatabai, but a reading of his coins, which have exceptionally clear 


inscriptions, is enough to set these doubts at rest!!. His coins read as follows: 


Obverse: Sultan-ul-Ahad-o-Zama AbuAl-Muzaffar. 
Reverse: Muhammad Shah Al-Sultan Ibn-i-Sultan. 


Margin: Jarb-ba-hijra, Ahsanabad, 775. 


Silver tanka: 

Obverse: _Al-Nasir-ud-din Al-Dayan Al-hami-ul-Ahal-ul-Imaan. 

Reverse: Al-Wasik-hi-tayeed Al-Rahman Abu Al-Muzaffar 
Muhammad Shah Al-Sultan. 


Margin: Jarb-ba-hijra, Ahsanabad, 781. 


Copper fulus: 
Transliteration: 

Obverse: —_Abd-ul-maabud. 
Reverse: Abd maabud. 

While the inscription of the tanka clearly states that the name of the king 
who ruled in 775 and 781 hijra was Muhammad Shah, the inscription on the 
copper coin might incline us to believe that his name was Mahmud especially 
when Ferishtah tries to prove that the name is mentioned in Futuh-us Salatin. 


But the Futuh-us-Salatin, if by this is meant Jsami’s book, which was 
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completed as early as 750 H., and the only Bahmani whose name could 
naturally be mentioned in it was Bahmani Shah whose contemporary he was”. 
It is remarkable that while the next two Sultans, both sons of 
Muhammad Shah-II reigned only for seven weeks and five months respectively 
and were all that time under duress, they managed to coin money in their 
names. The cabinet of the Hyderabad Museum possess both the silver and the 


copper coins of Ghiyasuddin Tahamtan Shah, which read: 


Silver tanka: 

Transliteration: 

Obverse: — Al-Mustantik-ul-khan Abu Al-Muzaffar Ghiyas-ud-duniya-wa- 
din. 


Reverse: Tahamtan Shah Al-Sultan [bn-i-Al-Sultan. 


Copper fuls: 

Transliteration: 

Obverse: —_Al-Muyeed-ba-Nasr-ullah. 

Reverse: Tahamtan Shah bin Muhammad Shah. 

The copper fuls of Dawood Shah closely follows Tahamtan’s fuls, and 
there does not seem to be any silver coin of this king extant. The accession title 
of the first, Ghiyasuddin, as given by Burhan, is thus fully corroborated by his 
silver coin, while we have to rely solely on the evidence of Burhan that the 


accession name of his successor, Dawood, was Shamsuddin. These facts are 
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another instance of the veracity of Sayed Ali Tabatabai regarding the details 
about the history of the Deccan compared to some other chroniclers and it is 
more often than not, that his statements are corroborated by contemporary 
numismatic evidence!?. 

There is little to note regarding the evidence gleaned from coins of the 
eighth Sultan, Firoz Shah, except that his accession title, Tajuddin, as given by 
Burhan and certain other authorities is confirmed by them. The silver tanks 


reads: 


Transliteration: 

Obverse: Sultan-ul-Ahad-o-Zama Al-Wasik-ba-tayeed 
Al-Rahman Abu Al-Muzaffar. 

Reverse: Taj-ud-duniya-wa-din Firoz Shah Sultan. 

Margin: Ahsanabad, 804. 

We are aware that the capital of the Bahmani kingdom was shifted from 
Ahsanabad (Gulbarga) to Bidar which was renamed Muhammadabad by the 
next Sultan Ahmed Shah-I. The change of the capital was, in a way, a matter of 
consequence not only for the dynasty but also for the general culture of the 
Deccan. Many considerations must have led the new king who came to the 
throne in 825 hijra to have left the old capital of his forefathers and built a new 
one on the salubrious table land of Bidar". 

The coins of the next Sultan, called Alauddin by some of chroniclers, is 


interesting in that they give his full name as Alauddin Ahmed Shah, thus 
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corroborating the statement of Abdur Razzaque, the well known ambassador of 
the Sultan Shah Rukh of Herat to the court of Vijayanagara, and at the same 
time puts a kind of official stamp on the sainthood of his father Shihabuddin 
Ahmed-I. One of Alauddin Ahmed’s copper coins in the cabinet of the 


Hyderabad Museum reads as follows: 


Transliteration: 
Obverse: — Al-Mutawakkal-Al-Allahu-Al-Ghani. 
Reverse: Ahmed Shah Ibn-i-Ahmed Shah-Al-Wali-Al-Bahmani. 

The sainthood of Ahmed-I is recognized by a large part of the 
population of the Deccan, both Hindu and Muslim, even today the Muslim 
calling him Hazrat Ahmed Shah Wali and the Hindus ‘Alam Prabhu’ . 


One of the silver tanka in the cabinet of the Hyderabad Museum reads: 


Transliteration: 
Obverse: _—__Al-Sultan-ulhalim-ul-Karim Ar-Rauf 

Ala Ibaad Allahi Al-Ghani Al-mominin. 
Reverse: Abu Al-Muzaffar Ala Al-duniya-wa-din 

Ahmed Shah Ibn-i-Ahmed Shah-al-Wali. 
Margin: Jarb-ba-hijra, Muhammadabad, 809. 

There is a certain amount of interest attached to the coins of that much 

maligned monarch, Humayun Shah Bahmani, who tried to keep the peace of 


his kingdom as long as possible but who had to have recourse to harsh 
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measures owing to a sickening recurrence of risings and rebellions during his 
short reign of three and a half years. The reverse of one of the copper coins is 
the only evidence of his accession name being the off repeated Alauddin, as all 
chroniclers content themselves with calling him ‘Humayun’ and some adding 
on the epithet ‘Zalim’ or the cruel. One of the copper coins of this monarch 


reads: 


Transliteration: 
Obverse: — Al-Mutawakkal Al- Allah Al-Kavi Al-Ghani. 
Reverse: Ala Al-duniya-wa-Al-din Humayun Shah bin Ahmed Shah bin 
Ahmed Shah Al-Wali Al-Bahmani. 
Margin: Jarb-ba-hijra, Muhammadabad, Bidar, 862. 
Some of Humayun’s coins have a curious mistake of date. 
The name of Humayun’s successor is given by Ferishtah as Nizam Shah 
and this is corroborated by Burhan but there is no doubt that his full name was 


Nizamuddin Ahmed Shah!>. The copper coin reads: 


Transliteration: 
Obverse: — Al-Mustansar-ba-Nasr-ullahi Al-Kavi Abu Al-Muzaffar. 
Reverse: Ahmed Shah bin Humayun Shah Al-bahmani. 
Numismatic now come to the rescue as regards the date of the end of the 
dynasty and the final elimination of the legal authority of the last Sultan of the 


line, Kalimullah is said to have left Bidar for good in A.D. 1528, i.e., two years 
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after Babur’s victory over Ibrahim Lodi, but we actually possess coins struck in 
his name as last as 942 and 943/1536 and 1537. One of the coins of Kalimullah 


reads: 


Transliteration: 
Obverse: —_Al-Muyeed-ba-Nasr-ullahi. 
Reverse: Kalim-ullah Al-Sultan. 

This brings us to the end of the legality of the Bahmani sovereigns as the 
rulers of the Deccan. It will be seen that Bahmani numismatics not only add to 
the evidence regarding one of the most remarkable periods of the history of the 
Deccan but form a corrective to the recapitulation of that history by 
chroniclers, and at the same time help us to evaluate the comparative veracity 


of their works!®. 


Adil Shahis: 

The first four Adil Shahis rulers Yusuf, Ismail, Mallu and Ibrahim-I 
owning allegiance to the Bahmhani Sultan did not issue any coins of their own. 
They continued to use the Bahmani coins. Ali Adil Shah-I was the first to issue 
coins. He and his successors issued copper coins of three denominations 
weighing about 60.120 and 180 grains. But coins of Muhammad Adil Shah 
weight 267 grains. It may be a gani coin. These coins are known in both round 


and square shapes. 
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The coins of Ali Adil Shah-I bear the legend of “Ali ibn Abi Talib” on 
the obverse “Asadullah Al-Ghalib” on the reverse. Though Ali-I was the son of 
Ibrahim-I, but on the coin Ali called the son of Abu Talib. Possibly, Ali, the 
sultan by calling himself son of Abu Talib on the coins, was suggesting his 
oneness with the fourth Caliph Ali, whose father was Abu Talib. Ali-I being 
Shia, he tried to associate himself with the Caliph Ali. And the latter’s title 
“Asad Allah” The Lion of God appears on the reverse of the coin!’. 

Ibrahim Adil Shah-II’s coins have altogether different style of legend, 
which reads “Jbrahim Abla Bali” Ibrahim the strength of the week, which was 
his title on the obverse. The reverse had “Ghulam-i-Ali Murtuza” Slave of Ali, 
the chosen. Zubairi states in Basatin-us-Salatin that Ibrahim-II struck copper 
coins, stamped with the name “Nauras” in honor of the foudation of the new 
city of Nauraspur. These were designated “/brahim Nauras”’. 

Muhammad Adil Shah inscribed a couplet on his coins. Its 
transliteration reads “ Jahan zin do Muhammad girift zinat-o-jahan”; on the 
obverse; yake Muhammad-i-murasal duwam Muhammad Shah; on the reverse 
meaning “the world received beauty and dignity from two Muhammads; the 
one is Muhammad the Apostle and the other Muhammad Shah”. Zubairi states 
that Muhammad Shah titled the following coins; muhur, hun, dharan and 
partab. These were gold coins!8. 

The legend on the coins of Ali Adil Shah-II reads “Ali Adil Shah” on 


the obverse and the reverse has “Ghulam-i-Haidar : Safdar’ (the slave of 
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Haidar (Ali) the rank breaker). He too was a devot Shia and thus he expressed 
his fealty to Caliph Ali. 

The Bijapur sultanate struck coins in Gold, Silver, Copper and Billon (A 
mixture of silver and copper in different proportions). The Adil Shahis did not 
use Figure / Portrait paintings on their coins till the reign of Sultan Ibrahim 
Adil Shahi II (1579 to 1626). Muhammad Adil Shahi (1627 to 1656) was the 
first ruler of Adil Shahi dynasty to make a departure from the injunctions 
against figure and portraint painting that was scrupulously adhered to till his 


father’s reign. 


Larin: 

Biyapur Sultanate had constant regular maritime trade with Arabian and 
Persian Gulf countries. Larins of Persian Gulf provided a trading currency that 
was used along the maritime trade route which extended from the ports of the 
Persian Gulf around the west coast of India as far as Ceylon and the Maldive 
Islands. These Larin comprised, Ottoman Larin struck at Basra, Persian LArin 
struck by the Safavids, begin Kings of Hamruz and Arabian Larin. These Larin 
were “Fish-hook”. They weighted about 4.9 grams and were made of silver!”. 

For proper maritime trade transactions and to cope up with the Larins of 
other Gulf countries, Bijapur too issued its on Larin from the time of Ali-I. but 
some Larin have vague name of the Sultan and are undated. The Larin were 


made of silver wire, about an eight of an inch thick, in length about three four 
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inches, and were bent double like a hair pin. They were flattened with 
inscription in relief”°. 

The Silver Larin minted by Sultan Ali Adil Shahi II of Bijapur Sultanate 
(1656 to 1672), resembling fishing hooks deserves special mention. It is worth 
noting that, even as late as twentieth century, the coin prototypes of bijapur 


sultanate were copied by the sultans of Maldive Islands?!. 


Nizam Shahis: 

The Nizam Shah | coins are known only in copper, but so far not much known 
about them. In 1905 a small note was published on these coins by Framji Jamasji*® 
and only recently A H. Siddiquit! appended some new information to that note. 
According to these notes, so far five types of Nizim Shahi coins are known. They bear 


the following legends 


1. obverse. zuriba Nagar 

Reverse. Fi Shuhar sanh 929 2. 

2. Obverse. Zuriba Murtapanagar 

Reverse. Fr Shuhur sanh 993 3. 

3. obverse. zuriba Dan tsalianat Burhanabad 
Reverse. Fu sanh ihda wa alf 

4. obverse. Zariba Akmadnagar Murtaza 

Reverse. Fi Shuhar sanh. 

5. obverse. Burhan Nizam Shah Ghazi uriba 

Reverse. Daulatabad fi Shuhar 


As appears from the legends, the coins of the first three types are 


anonymous that is, they do not bear the name of the issuing ruler. It is only from the 
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date and the names of the mint that one may surmise that they belonged to Nizam 
Shahi rulers and might be the coins of Burhan I, Murtaza I and Burhan II respectively. 
During the reign of all these three rulers Ahmadnagar was the capital. As it appears 
from the name Nagar on the coins of the first type, Ahmadnagar remained to be called 
so during the reign of Burhan I But in subsequent reigns, it appears from the coins 
that the name was changed first to Murtazanagar in the reign or Murtaza I and then to 
Burhanabad in the reign of Burhan II. But we have yet to find literary support for the 
changes in the name. 

The coins of the fourth type discloses the name of its issuer as Murtaza and 
the dates known on these coins are 1009, 1011, 1012, 1013 and 1017 AH which relate 
to the period of Murtaza Nizama shah II and the coins may well be attributed to him. 
But then during this period Ahmadnagar was not under control. It was captured by 
prince Danyal, the son of the Mughal emperor Akbar in 1009/1600. The seat of the 
Nizam Shahi government was shifted It was only first to Junnar, and then to 
Daulatabad in the year 1016/1607 in 10191610 that Ahmadnagar was reoccupied by 
the Nizam Shahi rule and remained under his rule up to 1026/1617. Murtaza Nizam 
Shah II was dethroned in 1019/1610 and was replaced by his son Burhan III. These 
historical facts show that during the regine of Murtaza II Ahmadnagar was never 
under his control. Therefore, these coins could not be the legal issue unless we 
presume that the Nizam Shahi administration continued to consider Ahmadnagar as 
its capital, though it was beyond their control. Siddiqui presumes that these coins 
were not struck under any royal authority but were issued by local sarrafs, who defied 
the Mughal occupation of Ahmadnagar and remained loyal to their old rulers*”. These 
speculations need support before they are accepted or rejected). The last type was 


issued by Burhan Nizam Shah the date on most of these coins are found off the flank. 
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On one specimen it may be read as 1018 A .H thus the coins may be attributed to 
Burhan III. as been said above, during this period the Nizam Shih I capital was at 
Daulatabad and the is the place of issue of these coins. 

Frarnji Jamasji, in his note, did not mention the weight of the coins According 
to Siddiqui the coins of Murtaza Nizam Shah II are known of four weights, 222 
grains, 214 grains, 51.8 to 66.5 grains and 283 grains. Dinkar Rao has mentioned 230 
grains and 154 to 145 grains as the weight of the coins or Burhan Shah 3 these data 
are not to suggest the metrology of these coins, but not unlikely, the Nizam Shahi 
issued heir coins in the continued tradition of Bahmani coins. They may be gani, half 


ganti quarter gani and eighth gani. 
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Though Ahmadnagar Sultanate was founded in the year 1490, it did not mint its own 
coins till 1565. The rulers probably over struck coins of Bahmani Sultanate and 
Gujarat Sultanate for its use from 1490 to 1565. The first coins of Ahmadnagar 
Sultanate were minted at Ahmadnagar Mint in the year 1565, during the reign of 


Murtaza Nizam Shah I (1565 to 1588 AD). 


Thus for the first 75 years the Nizam Shahs did not strike any coinage in their 
own names. When they started to do so all their coins were struck in copper, apart 
from two rare issues in gold of which this “pagoda”, or ashrafi, (Coin No — 30) is one. 
The gold coins carry the Shi ‘ite kalima, which is an exception among the largely 
Sunni Muslim Indian states. Their introduction proved to be an unpopular move 


which led to the usual bloodshed and instability between the state and the people. 


Qutub Shahis: 

Sultan-Quli Qutbu'l-Mulk, governor of Tilangana (which included Golkonda and 
Warangal remained loyal to the Bahmani kings till the beginning of the 16th century. 
According to Ferishta, he declared his independence in 918/1512; but historians 
believe in his unswerving loyalty to his patron at least till the latter's death. If that was 
the case, he would have become autonomous soon after the death of Mahmud Shah in 
924/1518 even after that date, however, it is believed that sultan-Quli neither 


mentioned his name in the Khutbah nor struck a coin in his name. 


These weights seem to have been abandoned by Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shah. 
He issued square and round coins of two variety The first variety was issued in five 


denominations weighing 203-232 grains (i) 97-112 grains; (1) 168-185 grains: (i 135- 
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148 grains and (v 67-73 grains. The second variety had four denominations weighing 
267-274 grains; (1) 132-134 grains; (11) 169-186 grains and (1) 87 grains. Thus his 


coins had the following four pairs of denominations; with one nearly double the other: 


267-274 grains and 132-134 grains. 


135-148 grains and 67-73 grains. 
203-232 grains and 97-112 grains. 


168-185 grains and 87 grains. 


It is doubtful whether the coins attributed to Jamshid and subbhan (sce Abdul 
wali Khan Qutub Shahi Coins in the Andhra Pradesh Museum, p.1) are genuine. The 
following points may be considered in this context :-(a) Jamshid's father, Sultan Quli 
Quibl Mulk is not known to have coined money in his name at all; (b) the name 
Jamshid on the four coins listed is spelt Janbshid,' a spelling which is not found else- 
where the year (sanh) is left blank in all these coins; (do when Burhan Nizam Shah 
offered the insignia and title of royalty to Jamsh!d he refused by saying that he was 
quite content to have the power and did not hanker after titles Ten, fol. 28 b in'QS fol 
113 );(e) the boy subhan’s "reign" of just six months was too full of internal turmoil 
to allow his guardians to coin money in his name ; (f) of all the Qutb Shah | rulers 
only Jamshid's and Subhan's graves have no inscribed tombstones, which perhaps 
denotes their inferior statused.] how these weights were inter-related in the value of 


coins is not possible to explain. 


The next ruler Muhammad Qutb Shah issued coins of only three 


denominations 
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i) 263-270 grains; 
i) 95 grains and 


iii) 285 grains. 


The coins of 'Abdu'l lah Qutb Shah are of two varieties. One variety is known 
in six denominations: (i)370 grains; (ii) 199-206 grains; (ii) 184-165 grains (iv) 130- 
141 grains (v) 107-121 grains and (vi) 93-99 grains. The other is of four 
denominations: (i) 169-188 grains (ii) 114-126 grains (ii) 107 grains and (iv) 45 
grains. The coins of this second variety were issued mostly towards the end of the 
reign, and they show that the weights of the coins were reduced. The coins of the 
reduced weight continued in the reign of the next ruler Abu'l-Hasan Qutb Shah, 


whose coins are known only of 152-166 and 103-108 grains. 


Sultan Jamsheed Quli Qutb Shah (AD 1543 - 1550) was the first Sultan to 
Issue coins of Golconda Sultanate. They generally followed the pattern of Bahmani 
Sultanate Coins (Their predecessors). After 1636, when Emperor Shahjahan forced 
the QutubShahis to recognise the Mughal Suzerainty, Golconda Sultanate started 
minting Mughal coins also, till the capture of Golconda Fort by Aurangzeb in the year 


1687, thus ending the Rule of Golconda Sultanate 


Barid Shahis: 
Qasim Barid, who, rising from the postf sarnaubat, had made him chief minister 
at the Bahmani capital, became the de facto ruler of the province of Bidar about 


896/1490 -91A.D. But he and his successor wielded their power under the cover of the 
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weak Bahmani rulers Ahmad Shah IV, "Alau din, Wallyu'l-lah and Kalumu'l lah. It is 
not known from any source whether Qasim Barld issued any coin; but for his 
successor Amir Barid I, Farishta has used the epithet Sahibi sikka, which suggests that 
he did strike But no coins of his reign are yet known most likely he and his 
predecessor had continued to issue Bahmani coins in the names of the puppet Sultan 
third ruler, Ali Barid I, calls himself Shah in his inscriptions; yet he also refrained 
from issuing his own coins. In all probability, the coins of Kalimu lah bearing the 


dates 942-952/1535.1545 were issued by him. 


The fourth ruler Ibrahim Barid , 987-994/1579-1586 issued his own coins but 
that too only towards the end of his reign. He at first retained the name of the 
Bahmani ruler Kalimu'l lah on one side and incised on the reverse the nameof sultan 
Amir Barid shah with the date 993/1585 but soon after he dispensed with this 


unreality and issued exclusively his own coins. 


The coins of Ibrahim Barid Shah and his successors are anonymous they have 
uniformly the name Sultan Amir Barid Shah, which was befitting only for the coins of 
the second ruler Amir Barid The continued issue of coins in a predecessor's name, is 


an unknown phenomenon in Indian in numismatics. 


Two varieties of coins of Ibrahim Barid Shah are known one bears the legend. 
Bi-nasr allha al- ali on one side and Al-sultan an Amir Barid Shah Bani on the other. 
The other variety omits the word al 'Ali on the obverse the coins of the latter type 
bears the date 993 A H. His successor Qasim Barid Shah I (994-1000/1587-1592) 


issued coins with Al-muayyid bi nasr Allah Sultani on one side and al-Sultan Amir 
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Barid Shah on the other. The date 997 A H. is traceable on his coins. The unusual 
feature of the coins is the use of the word sultan on the obverse it is suggested to be 
the denomination the coin.*8 No coins are known which could be attributed to next 
two rulers the eight ruler ruler Amir Barid III issued coins with the Amir Bari al- 
Mulik al Qawi al Ghani on the observe al sultan al adil amir barid shah barak on the 
reverse. He issued another coin, where al malik and al qawi of the observe legend and 
barak of the reverse legend of the above coins are omitted. The dates on these coins 


are 1017, 1018 and 1020 A.H. 


The, Barid Shahi coins are exclusively of copper and were in the 


proximity280, 180, 125 and 90 grains. They do not bear the mint name. 
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CHAPTER — VI 


Conclusion and Epilogue 


Soon after Muhammad Tughlaq left Daulatabad, the city was conquered 
by Zafar Khan in 1345. Independence from Delhi was immediately declared 
and Khan established a sultanate of his own. Zafar Khan, a Turkish or Afghan 
officer of unknown descent, had earlier participated in a mutiny of troops in 
Gujarat. Zafar Khan's name was Hasan. He probably did not feel too safe in 
Daulatabad, so he shifted his capital two years later to Gulbarga (Karnataka). 
This town is located in a fertile basin Zafar Khan, also known as Bahman Shah, 
became the founder of an important dynasty which ruled the Deccan for nearly 
two centuries. He had to fight various remnants of Muhammad Tughlaq’s 
troops, as well as the Hindu rulers of Orissa and Warangal who had also 
expanded their spheres of influence as soon as Muhammad had left the Deccan. 
The rajas of Vijayanagar had established their empire almost at the same time 
as Bahman Shah had founded his sultanate; they now emerged as his most 
formidable enemies. Bahman Shah’s successor, Muhammad Shah (1358-73), 
killed about half a million people in his incessant campaigns until he and his 
adversaries came to some agreement to spare prisoners-of-war as well as the 
civilian population. Despite their many wars, Sultan Muhammad Shah and his 
successors could not expand the sultanate very much: they just about managed 
to maintain the status quo. Around 1400 the rulers of Vijayanagar, in good old 


Rajamandala style, even established an alliance with the Bahmani sultans’ 
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northern neighbours — the sultans of Gujarat and Malwa — so as to check his 
expansionist policy. But in 1425 the Bahmani sultan subjugated Warangal and 
thus reached the east coast. However, only a few years later the new 
Suryavamsha dynasty of Orissa challenged the sultanate and contributed to its 
downfall. 

In the fifteenth century the capital of the Bahmani sultanate was moved 
from Gulbarga to Bidar. The new capital, Bidar, was at a much higher level 
(about 3,000 feet) than Gulbarga and had a better climate in the rainy season, 
but it was also nearly 100 miles further to the northeast and thus much closer to 
Warangal. Bidar soon was as impressive a capital as Gulbarga had been. 
Anastasy Nikitin, a Russian traveler who spent four years in the sultanate from 
1470 to 1474, left us a report which is one of the most important European 
accounts of life in medieval India. He highlighted the great contrast between 
the enormous wealth of the nobility and the grinding poverty of the rural 
population. 

The most important personality of this Bidar period of the Bahmani 
sultanate was Mahmud Gawan, who served several sultans as prime minister 
and general from 1461 to 1481. He reconquered Goa, which had been captured 
by the rulers of Vijayanagar. The sultanate then extended from coast to coast. 
Gawan also introduced remarkable administrative reforms and controlled many 
districts directly. State finance was thus very much improved. But his 
competent organisation ended with his execution, ordered by the sultan as the 


result of a court intrigue. After realizing his mistake the sultan drank himself to 
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death within the year, thus marking the beginning of the end of the Bahmani 
sultanate. 

After Mahmud Gawan’s death the various factions at the sultan’s court 
started a struggle for power that was to end only with the dynasty itself: 
indigenous Muslim courtiers and generals were ranged against the ‘aliens’ — 
Arabs, Turks and Persians. The last sultan, Mahmud Shah (1482-1518) no 
longer had any authority and presided over the dissolution of his realm. The 
governors of the four most important provinces declared their independence 
from him one after another: Bijapur (1489), Ahmadnagar and Berar (1491), 
Bidar (1492) and Golconda (1512). Although the Bahmani sultans lived on in 
Bidar until 1527, they were mere puppets in the hands of the real rulers of 
Bidar, the Barid Shahis, who used them so as to put pressure on the other 
usurpers of Bahmani rule. 

Bijapur proved to be the most expansive of the successor states and 
annexed Bidar. Ahmadnagar and Golconda retained their independence and 
finally joined hands with Bijapur in the great struggle against Vijayanagar. 
Ahmadnagar annexed Berar before losing to Mughals. Embroiled in incessant 
fighting on the Deccan, Bijapur lost Goa to the Portuguese in 1510 and was 
unable to regain this port, even though attempts at capturing it were made up to 
1570. The armies of Vijayanagar were a match for the armies of Bijapur. 
However, when all the Deccan sultanates pooled their resources Vijayanagar 
suffered a crucial defeat in 1565. Subsequently the Deccan sultanates 


succumbed to the Great Mughals, Ahmadnagar, being the northernmost, was 
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annexed first; Bijapur and Golconda survived for some time, but were finally 
vanquished by Aurangzeb in (1686-87). 

The Deccan sultanates owed their origin to the withdrawal of the 
sultanate of Delhi from southern India and they were finally eliminated by the 
Great Mughals who had wiped out the sultanate of Delhi some time earlier. The 
role which these Deccan sultanates played in Indian history has been the 
subject of great debate. Early European historians, as well as later Hindu 
scholars, have highlighted the destructive role of these sultanates which were 
literally established on the ruins of flourishing Hindu kingdoms. Muslim 
historians, by contrast, have drawn attention to the fact that in art and 
architecture indeed, Anastasy Nikitin’s report praised Bijapur as the most 
magnificent city of India. 

Yusuf Adil Khan was governor of the Bijapur taraf during this Bahmani 
period. He had risen to this high position by this ability courage and personality 
Yusuf and his son, Is mail, generally used the title Adil Khan. 'Khan', meaning 
'Chief' in Mongolian and adopted in Persian, conferred a lower status than 
'Shah', indicating royal rank. Only with the rule of Yusuf's grandson, Ibrahim 
Adil Shah (1534-1558), did the title of Adil Shah Come into common use. 
Ibrahim Adil Shah I was the king of the sultante of Bijapur and a member of 
the adil Shahi dynasty under his regin the dynasty had its greatest period .He 
was a Stateful administration artist ,He reverted to the sunni sects of islam ,but 


remained tolerance of the religion. He wrote the book Kitab -i- nauras.under 


211 


brahim Adil Shah received the title Jagat Guru. He was a great patron of 
literature art, paintings etc. 

The circumstances in which this tiny kingdom was founded were more 
or less the same as those in the case of other kingdom which rose on the ruins 
of Bahmani empire. Its founder fathul -lah-imadul -mulk was a slave of sultan 
Ahmed Shah Bahmani who had captured him in one of his vijayanagara 
campaigns in 1423. He was converted to Islam nothing more is known about 
his childhood or parentage .according of Bahmani army in Berar after Bahmani 
courts and the death of his patrons and benefactor in 1466 he came to the 
Bahamnai courts and through the influence of Khawaja Mahmud Gawan 
received the title of Imadul mulk and the post of Sarlashkar of Berar .His new 
assignment gave him ample opportunities to develop his talents ,strengthen his 
position and gain experience in varied fields. In (1472-3). He assisted Gawan in 
his campaign against parketa the chief of Belgum and the sipahdar of Bankapu 
The Sultan of Berar belonged to the Imad Shahi dynasty: 

1) Fathul Imadul Mulk (1490-1504) 
2) Alauddin Imad Shah (1504 1529) 
3) Darya imad Shah( 1529 1562) 

4) Burhan imad Shah (1562 1568) 
5) Tufail khan (1568- 1572) 

The dynasty's founder, Sultan Qutub ul Mulk migrated to Delhi with his 
uncle, Allah-Quli, some of his relatives and friends in the beginning of the 16th 


century. Later he migrated south, to the Deccan and served the Bahmani sultan 
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Mohammad Shah. He conquered Golconda, after the disintegration of the 
Bahmani Kingdom into the five Deccan sultante soon after, he declared 
independence from the Bahmani Sultanate, took the title Qutub Shah, and 
established the Qutub Shahi dynasty of Golconda. 

Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah (1580-1611) was the fifth sultan of the 
Qutub Shahi Dyansty of Golkonda and founded the city of Hyderabad, in 
South-central Issndiaand built its architectural centerpiece, the charminar. He 
was an able administrator and his reign is considered one of the high points of 
the Qutub Shahi dynasty. He ascended to the throne in 1580 at the age of 15 
and ruled for 31 years. 

The sultanate was founded in 1492 by Qasim Barid .He joined the 
service of the Bahmani sultan Muhammad Shah III. He started his career as a 
sar-naubat but later became the mir-jumla (prime minister) of the Bahmani 
sultanate. 

After the death of Mahmud Shah Bahmani in 1518, he was succeeded by 
four sultans, one after another, but they were mere puppets in the hands of 
Amir Barid. When the last Bahmani ruler Kalimullah fled to Bidar in 1527, 
Amir Barid became practically independent. But he never assumed any royal 
title. In 1542; he was succeeded by his son Ali Barid, who was the first to 
assume the title of Shah. 

Malik Ahmed ,the Bahmani governor of Junnar after defeating the 
Bahmani army led by general Jhangir Khan on 28 May 1490. Declared 


independence and establish the Nizam Shahi dynasty rule over the Sultanate of 
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Ahmednagar.The important ruler of Nizam Shahi dynasty were Ahmed Nizam 
Shah (1490-1510),Burhan Nizam Shah (1510-1553),Murtaza Nizam Shah( 
1565-1588). 

The south expansion of the Muhammadans in the Deccan right from the 
times of Alauddin khalji to Mughal emperor Aurangzeb not merely a military 
operation carried on by a series of warfare but virtually it had been -strategy .it 
had been political, victory and economic strategy involving a long term process 
of negotiation, convenarets. 

The subject dealt with in these documents may be broadly classified as 
below; Grants enhancement decrease, termination and transfer of jagirsGrants 
promotions reductions and termination and transfer of jagirs dairies of the court 
Report on the posting and attendances of mansabdar .Report on the verification 
of Mansabdar and Jagirdarars Censes report.Munnals of rules and regulations. 
Accounts of the Mansabdar and jagirdarMaintenance of Law and order 

Agreement between the government and mansabdar and others in respect of 
identification branding of horses etc. 

The text has been written in black indelible Indian Ink and the pen used 
is of a board point .The ink containing blue has provided a chance for the flows 
to get stack together .It is on account of the some reason it has been noticed 
that in some cases the text of one documents impression on the other .But such 
types of accidental over print is form in case of a very small number of 


document. 
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These documents are all in Persian written in Shikista style of writing 
-But some document like Farmans and Nishans are found in excellent nastaliq. 

Every document generally years or in Terms of illahi months and 
Regnal years. In many cases the news of the days also indicated. Regnal years 
are correspondence to the Hijri Era. 

Some documents contain dates in Arabic as well as Ilahi months with 
reginal and Hiyari years both in words and figures. There are always the date of 
subsequent official action taken in respect of a case .but all the grants of jagirs 
are made in terms of Turkes era .which is a cycle solar weighment .The cycle 
of the Turkish Era compromise of twelve years .according to Al Berni this era 
has been devised by improving the syro Macedonian (The roman) era .Turks 
added into the older system and divided the whole by twelve The reayainder 
showed the year of cycle .The Mughal chronicler Abul Fazal ,further re — 
examined etc. and declared it serro news by one year .He therefore proposed to 
added to add seven to the mliki Era or the sejngide system and divided the 
whole by twelve .The reayainder would be the number of the year in the cycle 
which began from sijqan II or the mouse . 

Most of the documents bears impression of seals .These seals are of a 
considerable variety original Famnas and Nishans have the impression of the 
seals of the Emperor and princes respectively .other documents bear the seals 
of the contains the year when it was engraved .As and when the rank or the title 
of some noble was enhanced a news seals of his news was engraved .Hence 


more than one seals of some nobles are traceable with different dates. 
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The nature of a documents is generally indicated on the top beginning 
of it as Farmans ,Nishans ,sayauha — i- Hazuri ,yaddishit -waqiah ,Dastak and 
Arzo-o- Chehra etc.The variety of document is large yet a considerable span of 
it may be covered by yaddashit or (memorandum ) as this document itself has 
several categories. 

Persian and Arabic inscriptions of India date the last decades of the 
twelfth century with the exception of about a dozen which have been found in 
the Punjab and Gujarat .Most of these epigraphs are to be found in religious 
edifices like mosques, and tombs ,secular building and places such as forts ,city 
walls ,gateways, palaces ,pleasures —pavilions and granaries ,work of public 
utility like tanks, step well ,wells cisterns, gardens ,dams etc. 

Of political as well as human interest are epigraphs which record the 
names of eminent personage including royalty and nobility or these connected 
with them.A number of gun found in different parts of Deccan bears 
inscriptions which also provides some idea of the gun manufacture industry 
which seems to have been undertaken only by the government. 

The epigraphs also seem to indicate that the institution of works of 
charity, and public utility like endowment for religious or secular purposes , 
construction of bunds and embankments ,tanks, step-wells, public rest house 
and saraies milestone etc. 

The early coins of the Bahmani dynasty , belonging to the first ruler 
zafar khan who assumed the title of Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah( 1347 


1358), and his successor Mohammd Shah I (1358 -1375) , till the year761 /1360 
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do not reveal the mint name .A Silver coin of the Bhaman Shah ,however 
bears the traces of marginal legend,were the reading Bi Hazart Ahsanabad is 
suggested .But the reading is by no means certain .In all probability the mint t 
Devigari ( Daultabad) continued to work during this period .This fines Support 
from the silver coins of the Mohammed Shah I that were issued between 
76land 766 A. Hand bear the name fathabed the name given to Devagiri 
(Daultabad)in the Region of the Bahman Shah. 

The Bahmani rulers issued coins in all the three metals coins gold, 
silver and copper. While gold coins are scarce, copper coins are available in 
large number. The gold coins are known only of Mohammed Shah 1.1358- 
1375, Mujahid Shah (1375-1378), Mohammed Shah (1378 -1397), Feroz Shah( 
1397-1422), Ahmed Shah II1(1435 1457) ,Humayun Shah (1457-1461),Ahmed 
Shah III (1461-1463), Mohamed Shah II(1463 1482),and Mahmud Shah (1482- 
1518). 

Ahmed Nizam ul mulk bahri the governor of Ahmednagar become 
autonomous in the Maharashtra region in 1491.A.d.the Nizam Shahi coins are 
known only in copper but so far not much is known about them. The coins of 
the fourth type discloses the name of its issuer as Murtaza and the dates known 
on these coins 1009,1011,1012,1013, and 1017 A.H which relates to the period 
of Murtaza Nizama Shah II and the coins mat well be attributed to him. 

The other Adil Shahis ruler, who issued coins in gold, was 


Muhammada Adil Shah .His gold coins are exactly of the weight of the 
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Pagodas or huns which was the popular coin of south which was the popular 
coins of south India. 

Silver coins of the type of copper issued by Adil Shahi rulers, are not 
Know so far .A Silver currency of quite a different and indeed of foreign 
pattern ,was however issued by them .It was the curious larin currency which 
originated in the district of Lar at the head of Persian Gulf and thence deriving 
its name . 

Sultan Quli Qutub ul Mulk governor of Tilangana remained loyal to 
the Bahmani king till the beginning of the 16" century .The coins of two 
weight one weighing in the proximity of (164-166) grains and the other in the 
proximity of 104-110 grains are known of Jamshid Qutub Shah .The coins of 
his successor Subhan Quli Are extremely rare. 

Qasim Barid who rising from the post of Sarnaubat Had made himself 
Chief Minister at the Bahmani capital become de facto ruler province of Bidar 
about 1490-91 .The coins of Ibrahim Barid Shah and his successors are 
anonymous they have uniformly the name sultan Amir Barid Shah which was 


benefiting only for the coins of the second rule. 
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